THE WATERMEAD VILLAGE NEWSLETTER

Easter 1996 edition

Resident’s Association Proposals

The WVRA Committee voted nem con on Monday 4th
March to merge the Residents Association and Lakeside
Land, further to approval in principle by the Lakeside
Board given in February. This important decision can only
be taken by the community as a whole and the necessary
resolutions, which will require a 2/3 majority, will be
debated at the WVRA AGM on Thursday 25th April, (8
pm at the Village Hall). The text of the resolutions is
printed inside on page 3. The decision follows the
adoption by the Board of Lakeside Land of its Mission
Statement, which for the first time spells out the active
role of the company in the community (see page 11)

The meeting on the 25th April could have far-reaching
implications and every resident is urged to attend.

The scheme which is jointly proposed by the Residents
Association and the company involves replacing the
WVRA committee with a new community body to be
known as Watermead Community Forum, membership of
which will be chosen after consultation with all groups
active in the community including the WI, the playgroups,
and Neighbourhood Watch. The membership will have to
be approved by the Lakeside AGM, in practice affording
much greater democratic accountability than at present,
because traditionally only a handful of residents ever
turn up to WVRA AGMs (normally about 1 in 75
residents). Financial accountability will be strengthened -
WVRA is presently struggling to administer its
finances without a treasurer and financial controls have
always been weak. The Lakeside Board has approved in
principal moving to a full professional audit for the 95/96
financial year and will have to have an audit by law if the
proposal to administer the central area goes ahead (see
story page 3)

All existing functions of WVRA will be continued — the
company will subsidise Village View and pay for the
annual carol concert. The balance of WVRA's funds
(about £1,000) will be ring-fenced and used solely to
contribute to the costs incurred in refurbishing the village
hall. The move ensures the long-term future of Village
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View, which is presently in doubt. For the first time the
View will have its own editorial board, which essentially
will consist of those with expertise or enthusiasm who
wish to get the paper out.

25th April is set to be a lively meeting - vociferous
opposition is expected from a small number of
residents. The tiny band of nightclub supporters on
Watermead can be expected to oppose the plan, in the
hope that the company might fail and its landholding
made available for commercial development (receivers by
law would be obliged to obtain the best price for
Lakeside’s assets).

WVRA AGM

All residents are strongly
advised to attend

Notice of AGM (page 3)

Thursday, 25 April 1996, 8 PM
Village Hall
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Environmental News...

There is a growing problem of
abandoned vehicles on the
piazza car-park. There appear to
be three at the moment which
have been abandoned by their
owners. The caravan which has
offended so many residents was,
thankfully, moved some time on
the 4th or 5th of March.

Other seemingly ‘dumped’
vehicles are:—

Light-blue Opel

Brown Triumph TR7

Blue Reliant Scimitar

Once the trend has been set for
dumping cars, you know it will
escalate. If you own these
vehicles, please move them as

you are offending other residents.
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If you know the owners, either tell
them or contact the WVRA
Committee or the Lakeside Board.

Don’t let Watermead

become a tip...

Watermead is generally a clean
and tidy area so we must all try to
keep it that way. It only takes a
few more discarded bottles or
pieces of rubbish to give others
the impression that it won't
matter if they drop litter too. On
the positive side, there are five re-
cycling bins provided on the car-
park for bottles, cans and paper. If
you take a few moments to use
them then less of your waste will
require disposal.

| Village Hall Rates

I Mon to Fri Hourly — £7.00

| SattoSun Hourly —£11.50

Fri to Sat

Sun to Thur Evenings — £35.00

Contact :
Dorothy Toler
01296 432405

Evenings — £52.50

I 25% discount on bookings to all Watermead residents
I 30% discount for 12 or more advance bookings
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Chairman’s Brief

This issue I am afraid is
mainly  devoted to
organisational matters. It
really is vital that there is a
good turnout at the
Residents AGM  on
Thursday, April 25th. The
decision to merge WVRA
and Lakeside Land is the
only sensible way forward
— we cannot keep two
organisations going.

The current publication
arrangements for Village
View will be put on to a
proper footing and the
company will pay for the
annual carol concert (those
being the two  main
activities undertaken by

Michael squeezing into the hot
seat of an RAF Tornado.

| the WVRA). Democratic

accountability will be

|| strengthened, because of
' the number of residents

who are shareholders.
About three times as many
residents attended the
Lakeside AGM in December
as did the last WWRA AGM
and in practice no more than
a handful of residents have
ever taken an active interest.
The Association has
struggled to fill the places on
its committee from the very
beginning and presently has
not even got a treasurer.

There was a tiny minority of
residents - best estimate
around 5% - who wanted the
nightclub. I'm well aware
that some are anxious that
the company should fail
they well know that if the
Board is forced to call in the
receivers the company’s

e Leather Cases from £12.99

Do you own a mobile Phone????

e Spare Batteries from £18.99

e In Car Charger leads from £15.99

. Free delivery and 10% discount for all Watermead Residents.

FOR ALL YOUR CELLULAR PHONE NEEDS FROM A
COMPANY BASED ON WATERMEAD CALL

THE ACCESSORY DESK
ON
01296 39 39 32

YOUR CELLULAR ACCESSORY SPECIALIST




valuable assets (mainly the
land) will by law have to go
to the highest bidder,
regardless of the effect that
might have on the
community. I am
determined that will not
happen. 1996 will be an
important year for Lakeside
Land. The company’s first
trading venture was a
success in many ways and
has raised Watermead’s
profile, both locally and
nationally. Measured purely
in commercial terms
however it failed, although
the company expects to
recover its investment.

Obviously residents’ failure
to support the auction on
December 12th was a blow.
Had it gone well we would
have taken advantage of the
recent snow to prepare for
our next planned venture,
which was to have been a set
of Watermead Christmas
cards (which need to be on
sale by September). You will

understand the caution of
the Board in committing
further funds for trading
ventures. After December
12th the original plan to
maintain the land by trading
is dead in the water.

One new initiative is the
proposal that Lakeside Land
should maintain the central
area, via a subsidiary
company with both
Lakeside businesses and the
residents represented on the
board. I hope that Lakeside
residents will support that
and the new arrangements
could be in place by July 1st.
The background to the
company’s involvement is
that the management was
offered to residents
themselves in March 1995
but not taken up. The
company’s energetic new
Commercial Director, Gary
Poole, from Ayleswater, has
proposed bringing all the
businesses on Watermead
together in a ‘Watermead

customers

sudden urges!)

WM Newsagents

Your very own local village store
provides a wide range of goods
with friendly, personal service.

*  Early morning newspaper
delivery — First 4 weeks, free-
delivery for new Watermead

e  Wide range of convenient
goods — dairy products, tobacco,
chilled dried & tinned foods,
sweets & chocolate (for those

*  'Walls’ ice-creams stocked
ready for another long hot Summer.

Coming soon...
Frozen foods
Videos to rent

Watermead Village Piazza
01296 338435

Chamber of Commerce’.
This is an initiative which I
support very strongly and I
hope it gets off the ground.

Speaking of local enterprise
it is a delight to welcome
Mr. Akram to Watermead. It
is marvellous to have a
shop and newsagent again
and I encourage everyone
to support it. There are
environmental advantages
as well - your catalytic
converters won’t work

between here and Tescos!
(they are next to useless on
short journeys). If the new
shop does not succeed it is
most unlikely that another
retailer would move in. I
have promised Mr, Akram
my full support in
negotiations with Camelot
(for our very own lottery
terminal) and Scottish and
Newcastle (to get the
restriction on off-licence
sales lifted).

Please remember the AGM on April 25.
Another low turnout could be disastrous.

AGM AGENDA:-
1) Minutes
2) Matters arising

3) Presentation of accounts

4) Report on preceding year’s activity

Winding up resolutions see (below)
Constitutional amendments
Elections (nominations by April 18)
Appoitment of auditors

AOB

(Items 6 — 8 dependent on 5).

Winding-up Resolutions

Amendment
pursuant to clause 6(viii) of the
Constitution

Having regard to the promotion by
this Association of

the company known as Lakeside
Land Limited; and further having
regard to the Memorandum and
Articles of Association of the
company and the Mission
Statement (see page 11) adopted
by the Board on 7th March 1996,
and further having regard to the
extent to which the said company
now represents the community,

This Association resolves :

1. To wind itself up forthwith, and
2. Inaccordance with clause 6(viii)
of the Constitution to transfer the
balance of the remaining funds
after payment of any creditor of
the Association to the said
Company against the undertaking
of the Company to apply the said
funds for the specific purpose of
offsetting those funds against
expenditure incurred by the
Company in the refurbishment of
the Watermead Village Hall, to the
benefit of the community.

3. To transfer such assets as
remain, including bunting,
loudhailer, stewards jackets etc. to
the said Company for the use of
the Community.

Alternative amendment

(if previous resolution defeated)
New Clause 9

Having regard to the success of the
company promoted by the
Association, Lakeside Land
Limited (“the Company”), in
opposing the proposed large
nightclub development on
Watermead to the benefit of the
community; the Mission Statement
and Objects of the Company; the
extent to which the Company
represents the community and the
ongoing interest of the community
in the success of the Company, the
Association resolves to co-operate
with the Companyfor the benefit of
the community and further
resolves that:

Nothing in this Constitution shall
authorise the Association whether
through the Committee or
otherwise to do any act nor say or
publish any thing which shall
undermine or tend to undermine
the Company. The Committee and
Officers shall not have power to
makeany statement concerning the
Company without the authority of
the Board. In the event of any
dispute between the Company and
the Association the decision of the
Board of the Company shall be
final subject only to ratification by
the shareholders in accordance
with the Articles of Association of
the Company.



Forthcoming Events at Watermead

\ Little Perishers Playgroup
. . Tues, Weds, Thurs (Mon also from April 15)
Village View  930am —11.45am

Contact Karen on 26967
- on
the Internet Mothers & Toddlers
Weds 2.00pm — 4.00pm
This edition of Village View may be being read by Fri  10.00am—12 noon
someone having breakfast in Tokyo, eating lunch in Contact Sue on 435282
Prague, or in bed in LA(!). A version of this newsletter is
available on the World Wide Web, viewable by anyone
with a computer, a modem and web browser software. If Stillwaters Christian Church
you have any friends or relatives abroad or elsewhere in 2nd & 4th Tues of the month ~ 7.30pm — 9.30pm
the UK, tell them about Village View on the internet and Sunday 9.30am — 11.30am
give them a taste of life on Watermead! Contact Ian on 661401
Hopefully, future issues will also be published on the
internet. Any email received regarding this issue will be Aylesbury Town Band
published so you can see what people think of your home-  Weds 7.30pm — 9.30pm
life. If you want to contribute to the next issue of what is, Contact Paul on 81909
after all, your community newsletter, contact the editor or
any member of the Residents Committee.
The web address for the net version of Village View is... Women’s Institute (see page 5)
1st Thurs of the month ~ 7.00pm — 9.00pm
http://www.powernet.co.uk/user-bin/run?icatch Contact Suzanne on 87954

Home Computing Seminar

Computers are now an essential tool in the home To answer these questions, we will be running a
education of your child, a tool that you can no seminar in your area in the near future covering the
longer afford to ignore! usage of computers in the home. We will be

covering the following topics :
But buying a Personal Computer (PC) can be a like
trying to cross a minefield and buying software

can be equally difficult. An informed decision . Introduction to the Personal Computer
may save you a great deal of money and will help e What type of Personal Computer to buy
you get the best out of your computer. o Educational Software and CD-Roms
. The Internet
Then there is the question of the Internet, you
have probably heard all sorts of good and bad You will be able to ask questions, see
things about it. What is it ? How does it work ? demonstrations and the cost of the seminar can be
How can it help you ? How do you control it ? offset against the purchase of hardware and
software.

If you are interested in attending

the seminar then please ring — Cyberdyne Computer Services
for further details. 01296 393339
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The Watermead & Weedon
Women’s Institute

Ladies !

Springtime Challenge

Why not join your local Watermead and Weedon
Women's Institute. We meet 1st Thursday of each
month at 7:30pm in the Village Hall.

Make new friends and widen your interests with
our varied programme of talks and

demonstrations. For more information call

Suzanne Staines
President, on:

87954
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Here,
at Watermead...

The Traditional
Saturday School

established 1989

helps improve reading, spelling & handwriting.
Low cost, high quality courses.
Small groups. Ages 7 — 12 years.

Telephone: (01296) 432405

Bierton Parish News

Easter at St. James the Great Bierton

Lent and Easter are being celebrated in traditional style again
this year at St. James’s Church. On Mothering Sunday (17th
March) there was a special Family Service, during which
Simnel cake and posies for mums were distributed. Palm
Crosses will also be distributed at the 9 am Service on Palm
Sunday (31st March).

Easter Services

Maunday Thursday 8pm, Holy Communion and
stripping of the church for Good Friday.

Good Friday 10am, The Litany. 2 to 3pm, The Last Hour
— A meditation on the Crucifixion, with hymns.

Easter Saturday 8pm, Blessing of the Fire and lighting of
the Paschal Candle.

Easter Sunday 9am, Holy Communion with Easter hymns
celebrating the Resurrection. 3pm, Family Service and
distribution of Easter Eggs to the children. 6pm, Evensong
with Sermon

Easter Monday 8am to 8pm, Organ Marathon in aid of a
local charity. Come and sing any hymn of your choice and
make a small donation. Refreshments will be available all
day. At 8pm, the day will finish with a short celebration of
the Holy Communion.

The Holy Communion will be celebrated each day of
Easter week. Please ring 23920 or 26743 for details.
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come away with some.

 Le Club Francais
PARENTS!

Take French leave of your children this Easter

A French club for 6 to 11 year olds is coming to Watermead from
9th to 12th April. A fun time is guarenteed through games, songs,
crafts and many other activities. Tuck shop available every day.

No knowledge of French required but expect your children to

For further details on Le Club Francais call

KATE and DANIELLE: 01296 747622

2/

S







