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Nightclub
Settlement

New Ski and Sail (now
Captain’s Cabin) opera-
tor Chris Floyd has
reached a draft agree-
ment with the Board of
Lakeside Land over the
use of the land and
premises as a nightclub.
He has agreed to a cov-
enant against nightclub
user in similar terms to
that already binding the
restaurant operator
Gary Band, for the du-
ration of his lease. That
is expected to be for 3
years with an option to
renew and means that
there can be no night-
club proposal effec-
tively until the new cen-
tury. It also opens up a
new era of co-operation
between the businesses
on the other side and
the community, marked
by the willingness of
both businesses to con-
tribute financially to the
planned Charity Fire-

works Night on 2nd
December and their
participation in the Wa-
termead Business Fo-
rum (the name chosen
for itself by the pro-
posed  Watermead
Chamber of Com-
merce).

Draft agreement has
also been reached on
fishing, bringing to end
a campaign of trespass
on Lakeside’s land. A
limit of two bivouacs
per night will be per-
mitted clear of the tree
line on the western
shore, on payment of a
small annual fee. The
draft agreement is be-
ing observed by both
sides and is working
well. Both sides have in-
structed solicitors and
legally binding agree-
ments should be in
place not long after this
issue goes to press.

“Full steam ahead, Dad!”
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Cable

-Bell Cable-Media have announced that

Watermead is to be cabled in early 1997 (pos-
sibly sooner). They will carry all satellite pro-
grammes and there will be an opportunity to
switch from satellite to cable. Not too many
an the estate will mourn the loss of the dishes,
which have proliferated. Outside aerials (both
TV and satellite) are of course banned across
the whole estate, which is why all our homes
are designed for indoor aerials.

Garden Centre

The new garden centre has been approved and
will be sited opposite the Holiday Inn Garden
Court Watermead. It is hoped that construction
will start before the end of the year in time for a
spring opening. There will be a full report with
plans in the next issue. Hopefully we wont have
far to go to collect our trees for Christmas 1997!

ew on the Internet =




May I begin by thank-
ing you all for your
support at the resi-
dents AGM on 25th
April. Your show of
confidence was much
appreciated and I am
grateful for the many
private messages of
support.

Much of my time since
then has been taken up
with planning battles.
The boathouse contro-
versy was a complete
fiasco. That application

Chairman’s Brief

Photograph by permission of the BBC

‘Newsnight’ 21st May 1996
presented by Jeremy Paxman.

should have been
thrown out. Instead it
was granted by a plan-
ning committee which
failed to conduct a site
visit and seemed with
respect to have a lim-
ited grasp both of the
issues and the funda-
mentals of planning
and administrative law.
I am sorry to have to
criticise our local coun-
cillors but both backed
down at a crucial mo-
ment. As you will know
I most emphatically do
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WM Newsagents

e\"very of News

First 4 weeks
for new
Watermead customers

“Tts much easier to use the
newsagents on site!”

*  Bored with the Olympics?
Rent(out a top video. Invite Demi,
Argié and Hugh into your home

° “Tt could be YOU!”. National
lottery and instant scratchcards
available NOW!

Watermead Village Piazza
01296 338435
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Good Luck!

Players must be 16 or over.
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not see this as a politi-
cal post and I have al-
ways

resisted requests to
stand or even canvass
for my party on Water-
mead. I am not pre-
pared to endorse any
candidate as Chairman
of Lakeside Land,
which must be right. I
am not prepared how-
ever to see the commu-
nity let down by its
elected representatives
without making com-
ment. Our local mem-
ber on the planning
committee did not even
vote against the so-
called boathouse and
we were left with verbal
assurances of support
which were not, with
respect, backed by ac-
tion when it was called
for. It may be that the
View will need to draw
the voting record of our
elected representatives
to the community’s at-
tention at an appropri-
ate time. I cannot imag-
ine that anyone on
Watermead will be
tfooled by the attempt to
call the proposed north-
ern by-pass a “distribu-
tor road” built only to
“local standards”. It
will of course distribute
traffic: from the A41
east of Aylesbury to the
A41 west of Aylesbury,
and vice versa. It is in
short a by-pass by an-
other name. “Local
standards” presumably
means the road surface
will swiftly be broken
up by 40 ton lorries so
the new road will suf-
fer from endless road-
works and congestion.
Please go to the AVDC
display at the Village
Hall on 24th July (we
weren’t given much

notice either). I would
respectfully invite you
to protest against this
madcap scheme, which
will damage our envi-
ronment and spoil Wa-
termead’s compara-
tively tranquil and
semi-rural character for
all time. Nor am I much
taken with the idea of
an estate the size of ours
on the other side of the
Buckingham Road and
I am scandalised that an
historic Civil War bat-
tlefield site should be
desecrated in this way
(I am aware that much
of the original site will
not be built on but to
suggest that it would be
left undisturbed is ab-
surd). I have seen
enough of this asinine
scheme to realise that it
should be hammered
into the ground.

Many of you will have
seen or heard of our en-
forcement action
against trespassing on
the western shore of the
lake. The issue here
was quite simple - we
reached an agreement
after much negotiating
effort with the fishing
syndicate which they
then pulled out of. It
seems that issue has
now been settled but
the principle remains
that the Board will take
its responsibility to pro-
tect the assets of the
company (and hence
the whole community)
seriously. It has a duty
in the matter and it will
see that duty carried
out. We welcome visi-
tors to Watermead but
we do not wish to see
our hospitality abused.
In particular we expect
without qualification




that we can persuade
the Post Office bureauc-
racy, which appears to
be stuck in the 1960’s
and believe that you
shouldn’t be able to buy
a stamp without getting
in a motor car, to recog-
nise that Watermead
needs a sub post-office.
Well done to Camelot
however for agreeing to
a National Lottery ter-
minal. I also want to see
Scottish & Newcastle’s
head office agree to an
off-licence. I don’t to
like to see trade re-
strained in this way and
I cannot see what objec-
tion there might be to
an off-licence limited to
wines and spirits.

I am looking forward to
the new restaurant be-
ing opened. There is a
triple-lock on its use as
a restaurant by cov-
enant with Lakeside
Land, licensing and
planning restrictions.
We are working on the
assumption that it will
be a restaurant. I know
that many residents
have argued that this is
an ideal location for a
good eatery and I'm
sure it will be seen as an
added amenity.

Many thanks to Ted
Tootell (formerly RAF
V-Force and BEA /Brit-
ish Airways) for the
aerial reconnaissance in
his beautiful little
Auster.li gives an
added perspective on
planning and land-use
issues to be able to see
things from upstairs.
Nice to see our friends
from BBMF roaring
over Watermead in the
Lancaster again last
month, on their way (I

think) to Biggin Hill.
Wonderful sight.

It was heartening to see
so many people volun-
teer at the AGM. We
still need people on the
distribution side of Vil-
lage View, to go on a
register of stewards and
to support the work of
the Forum. If you feel
you have any skill
which could be useful
please let us know. Well
done to the many peo-
ple now active and in-
volved in the life of the
community.

Many of you have ex-
pressed your concerns
about the safety of the
spine road. I entirely
agree and we have been
pressuring Bucks
County Council, who
have adopted the road
to implement vital
safety measures such as
speed limiting signs, a
warning re the nursery
and parking restric-
tions.

They have however,
been almost totally un-
cooperative. It seems
that nothing will be
done until someone is
injured, a state of affairs
that only a bureaucrat

could justify. Their let-
ter responds “...limited
financial and human re-
sources are targeted on
sites where people are
being killed and injured
on a regular basis...”.

WVRA AGM Report

What turned out to be final AGM of Watermead Village

Residents Association was better attended than every

other AGM put together! A huge turnout saw residents

queuing right across the piazza and numbers of residents

had to hear the proceedings from outside the hall itself.

The meeting was chaired by Michael Shrimpton, who

explained his reasons for turning the winding-up vote

into a vote of confidence. After a debate in which all

points of view were represented, the motion to wind up
WVRA and transfer its assets to Lakeside Land Ltd. (the
cash assets being held in trust for payment to the contrac-
tors for improvements to the village hall) was carried by

244 votes to 14, with 6 abstentions. The result was greeted

with generous applause and the WVRA has now been

formally wound up. In its place the new Watermead

Community Forum and Village View Editorial Board

have been established and each have started meeting. The

minutes of the Forum are going up in the tunnel notice

board. Addressing the meeting after the vote Michael

Shrimpton thanked the community for its support and

promised to continue his work on behalf of Watermead.




Harpers Fitness Club Membership
Buckingham Road

Watermead Enquiries
Aylesbury 01296 330311
HP17 3FY

FITNESS CLUB

Ask anyone. Once you’ve got the ¢
fitness bug the feel-good factor
keeps you hooked. You feel
wonderful. You look terrific.
Muscles tone up, excess weight
drops off and you all but crackle
with new-found energy. What
they don’t tell you is about the
tricky bit — motivating yourself to
get started. That’s where
Harpers come in.

Membership includes

e 2 Dance Studios

e 2Gyms

e Swimming Pool

e Beauty/Relaxation Dept.
* Creche . é? ,
* Tennis '
* Packed Kids Programme

So call now on
01296 330311

For memberéhip details

contact Harpers today §

Special offer

for 12 day FREE membership
Watermead or

Residents 50% discount off your enrolment






