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; ! hope to see you all at our Charity Fireworks Night on
Saturday 2nd November, which is free to residents. We are
very honoured that the Lord Lieutenant for
Buckinghamshire has given this event his personal
support and asked the Vice-Lieutenant to represent him. I
am grateful to Rolls-Royce Motors and the Roll-Royce
Enthusiasts Club for their co-operation in laying on a 20/25
HP Rolls-Royce Sedanca De Ville for our Guest of Honour.

I am also grateful to the Air Force Board and Royal Air
Force Director of Music for permission for the Band of the
Royal Air Force Regiment to play. Watermead will be on
show and I am sure the message will be positive. Please
support our Service Charities as generously as you can -
everyone has commented favourably on our decision to
link the event with Remembrance Sunday (which is the
following Sunday) and provide an opportunity to honour
the men and women of our fighting services. Watermead
cares.

Some will be concerned at the impact of perhaps 10,000
people but I can assure you that everything that can be
done is being done to minimise the disturbance. I am
grateful to the Highway Authority and Thames Valley
Police for their co-operation over the Traffic Order. If you
are really concerned about traffic management on the night
please join our steward or car-park marshalling teams. We
also need help with putting out traffic cones and selling
programmes. We were desperately short-handed last year.
It makes so much difference when people respond to ap-
peals for help and give up an hour or two of their time and
we do not have to go through the dispiriting business of

spending hours on the phone ringing around for volunteers.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
Three areas where we are short-staffed on a continuing ba-

sis :

(1) The Board itself; I have tried hard to
expand the Board but ideally it ought to be twice its
present size. Formal
qualifications are not required, although all who have
served on the Board have had professional qualifications or
experience in
business management, the part-time judiciary, banking or
public
administration. If you feel you have the confidence and the
ability to serve the community in this way please contact
me or a member of the Board.

(2) The Editorial Board of Village
View; we need a new Advertising Manager to replace
Robert Woods, who has moved off the estate; we also need
strengthening on the graphics/layout side - we have a good
professional team but they need backup. We would also
like to hear from anyone with AppleMac experience or
hardware. The Board was set up to break the vicious cycle
of editors having to do the job on their own, or refusing
offers of help, then giving up, always at short notice.
Jason Bray is a very able editor and good to work with, as
are rest of the existing View team.

(3) Watermead Community Forum.
The quiz night sadly went the way of most social events
organised solely for residents and was cancelled for lack of
interest. If you have ideas on events or want to get
involved (you don't need to be a shareholder) please speak
to Mary or anyone on the Forum or the Board.

New HOME PLANNING ON WATERMEAD
Please take the time to familiarise yourself with the
Watermead Homes application and the planning issues
involved (see pages 11/12). I am determined that there
should be a limit to development and I am very pleased
(Continued on page 6)
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SAINT JAMES THE GREAT,
BIERTON

Is in fact, the Parish Church of the area known as
Watermead! And as such I am technically the Vicar of
Watermead, though one of my colleagues, Revd Peter
Atkinson has done far more on the Estate than I have. But
since we are both employed by the same organisation we
are in partnership rather than competition. So what does
actually mean to be Vicar of a Parish Church?

As part of the Church of England, we have certain
privileges and residents have certain rights so far as the
church is concerned. I have been in post here for almost a
year now. These are some of the things I have been called
upon to do:

Thanksgiving for the birth of a baby -families who
do not feel that Baptism is appropriate have this special
service at which they thank God for their new child.
Other families want to delay the Baptism till a particular
person can be there so the Thanksgiving is done straight
away and then Baptism follows.

Baptism. Obviously from what is written above there
are lots of Baptisms at St James'. The parents and
godparents make strict promises on behalf of the child at
the baptism so there is a preparation session beforehand.

Confirmation is the second part of Baptism.
Parents promise to encourage their children to come to
Confirmation after Baptism. But if yours didn't and you are
not yet confirmed ask about it. The oldest candidate I've
had so far was 86.

Weddings. Can take place at the Church if one or other
of the couple lives in the ecclesiastical parish of Aylesbury
with Bierton and Hulcott. There are certain questions con-
cerning the marriage of a couple if one of them is divorced
and service of Thanksgiving and Blessing after their civil
marriage may be more appropriate. This is not a 'second
class service.'

If you are getting married in a Church of England Church
somewhere else the law normally requires you to have the
banns read here as well as in the church where you get
married.

Engagements. Just once here, though I read it
happens more in other places, couples come for a short act
of worship when they get engaged.

Anniversaries and Renewals: Often on the Twenty
Fifth Anniversary, but at other times, couples like to
renew their marriage vows in church. Or if they have to
have a new ring for any reason they come to church to have
it blessed. These services can be as simple or
splendid as the couple decide.

Funerals. It goes without saying that many funerals
happen. Often at the Crematorium and I am very willing to
officiate at Crematorium funerals for those who live here.
You can also arrange for funerals in church though I am
afraid the graveyard is almost full and only residents of the
village of Bierton retain burial rights. To arrange funerals
the easiest thing is to tell your funeral director what you
want to happen and leave him to do all the phoning and
fussing. We also have Memorial Services here when re-
quired.

Special Events range from Harvest Festival (15th
September this year), Remembrance Sunday, Christmas
Midnight Mass, Holy Week and Easter observances to the
Christmas Market, the Carnival and so on.

Above all our regular worship is open to you. On a
sunny day it's a nice walk. At other times use your car.

Every Sunday Sung Eucharist is at 9am and,
nearly every Sunday, Evensong is at 6pm. On the
Third Sunday in the month there is an informal Fam-
ily Service.

Other services as listed on the notice boards or in the Mag-
azine..

To contact me, Revd Peter Faulkner at Bierton Vicarage,
please phone 23920.







