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CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
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***All Welcome***_

Watermead Firework Spectacular
Has Rave Review In Local Paper

Watermead's Charity Fireworks Night
got off to a splendid start, with the arrival of
the Vice-Lieutenant John Paterson OBE
KSt.J JP in Michael Underwood's
magnificent 1939 Rolls-Royce Wraith,
preceded by a police motorcycle outrider.
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The fireworks were the best ever on Water-
mead, with a spectacular second display that
beat everybody else's onto the Herald's
colour page.

The Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment
added a dash of colour and turned in a highly
professional and musical performance,
putting Watermead's Bandstand to the pur-
pose it was designed for. Around £500 was
raised for Service Charities who were there
in force, including our friends from Bomber
Command Association.
Problems Encountered
See Chairman's Brief
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CHAIRMAN'S
BRIEF
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First and foremost a thank you to those few
who helped out on Fireworks Night. I would
particularly like to mention James Campion
who is no longer even a resident of
Watermead yet made his van available for
two out- of-town journeys to collect and
return the vital traffic cones. We will now set
up a stewards register, so that we will know
in advance if we need more paid security
officers.

The event was soured however by several
controversial decisions by Aylesbury Police
and atrocious weather - the promised

clearing did not take place until the start of

the second display, by which time many of

the estimated 3-4,000 crowd had left. A
desperate shortage of volunteers for
stewarding and programme selling also
caused huge problems for the organising
company Lakeside Land and contributed to
heavy financial losses. The car parks were
late in opening and over 2,000 programmes

went unsold. Some people actually appear to
have left thinking the small first display was
all there was to see, although had they
bought a programme they would have seen
that the first display was just to provide an
interval for the Band (a continuous
performance outdoors isn't sensible in
November weather).

Aylesbury Police interfered with an agree-

ment with Aylesbury Football Club whereby
they would charge for the use of their car
park by those coming to the fireworks. They
were late in attending, charged Lakeside
Land for the use of our community constable
and failed to do enough to direct traffic into
the car-parks. The officers who did attend
made little effort to co-ordinate with
Lakeside Land and walked off without
telling the co-ordinator Michael Shrimpton.
There was then an affray in the Piazza
involving as many as 20 drunken male
youths, following a 'glassing' incident. Chief
Steward Gary Poole was assaulted and
criminal charges are pending against his
assailant - but for Gary's efforts and the
efforts of the small team of stewards and
professional security officers the incident
might have been much worse. The public
(Continued on page 4)
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CHRISTMASTIDE AT ST. JAMES

THE GREAT, BIERTON
Anne King - 26743

The final verse of the carol "It came upon the
midnight clear" starts "For lo, the days are
hastening on.." and as I get older, they seem
to hasten even more each year. So here is
Christmas again, with all the familiar
activities. Carol Services and Concerts
everywhere, (including our own on the 21st),
the town centre dressed overall, cold but
very pretty in the late afternoon as the
Christmas lights take over from the weak
winter sunlight, the Cloisters warm and wel-
coming, with live music as well as

the 'canned' variety. Only the very Scrooge-
like would fail to find something beyond the
rush for presents in the friendly atmosphere
of the town, just a little Christmas magic,
perhaps?

As you would expect, many of the Christmas
services at St James the Great will follow
the traditional pattern. However, for the

first time we are having a Christingle Ser-
vice this year, and I hope that you are read-
ing this in time to decide to come to this
very special children's service, that adults
always enjoy so much.

However you spend this Christmas, I pray
that you will find peace and happiness
amongst those you love; if you decide to
venture to our church (your church, too!) you
will find a warm welcome. Whether we see
you or not, we shall pray for all residents of
Watermead, those of any faith or none. That
is because we believe that the love of Jesus
extends to all who will accept it, and the
whole’ Christmas story is about that love
coming to earth to us and for us. We also
send greetings in the Lord to all members of
the Still Waters Church at Lakeside.
If you are of a faith that does not know or
recognise the name Jesus, we extend sea-
sonal greetings to you in the name of
Almighty God, or in whatever name you
recognise the all-powerful Being who
guides your life.

(Continued on page 7)
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disorder had largely been brought under
control by the time the police (not those who
had policed the event earlier) arrived.
Concerns by the Lakeside Board over
discipline and efficiency n Aylesbury Police
are to be drawn to the attention of
Superintendent Friday, senior officer at
Aylesbury. The event has soured
police/community relations yet again, which
had barely recovered from the events of
April.

The unhelpful attitude of Aylesbury Police
was in stark contrast to the high degree of
professionalism and willingness to work
with the community shown by Thames ,
Valley Protection Officers based at the Force
HQ in Kidlington (who arranged for police
divers to search the lake near the
Bandstand), Thames Valley Traffic Officers
(who arranged the police escort) and the
Royal Air Force Police, who outnumbered
Aylesbury Police. Magnificent co-operation
was again extended by the St.John

Ambulance, who unlike the police stayed on
the scene and so were able to attend to those
injured in the affray.

The heavy financial loss has caused the
Lakeside Board to abandon large events
until further notice. A possible summer
charity event to raise money for animal
charities will not now go ahead and the
Board has imposed strict sponsorship
conditions for the 1997 Fireworks Night,
which if it goes ahead will be on Saturday
1st November 1997.

Please support the Carol Concert on
Saturday 21st at 6 pm and be there in good
time - it's too cold to delay the start as last
year while people arrive, particularly for
families. Support for events has always been
a problem and a poor turnout is immensely
discouraging. If you have an idea for an
event please put it to me or the Watermead
Community Forum but for large events you
will need to suggest ways of raising £2,000 +
(Continued on page 5)




® New Pine
® Old Pine
® (Giftware

® Craftwork Open 7 Days

® Bargain Priced Pictures Including Bank Holidays
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QUALITY

Our new and reclaimed handwaxed ranges
are solid pine throughout... beautiful
furniture that’s made to last.

SERVICE

Free Delivery to Watermead.
“Made to Measure” Option.
Credit Schemes Available
(Subject to Status)

183 Cambridge St.

Aylesbury
(Near the Weavers Pub)

TREE JHOUSE
QUALITY PINE FURNI

VALUE
Buckingham Range

for policing (which we pay for - it isn't cheap)
and security. Aylesbury Police also make life
difficult for event organisers (I don't think
Lakeside Land is unique in that). Voluntary
stewarding has now failed three times in
succession (VE Day, Fireworks 95 & 96).
This means having to budget for professional
security, which in reality means large events
will now be few and far between. I regret
this, particularly as small events (aimed at
Watermead only) usually fail for lack of

support - I am only too well aware of the
vicious cycle which sees people get interested
in running events, only to see them fail,
following which they understandably give

up.

I am pleased at the two new Board appoint-
ments - Michael Long and Richard Crake,
both experienced businessmen. There seem
to be very few experienced business or pro-
fessional women willing to get involved and
with Annabel Edward's resignation due to
changed business commitments following
the Forte take-over we now have no women

on the Board. One area where we are week
1s public relations - publicity for the
Fireworks was almost non-existent and we
found both Mix 96 and the Herald titles
giving priority to their own sponsored
events, hardly the way to attract advertising
revenue from Watermead's businesses. The
problem, aggravated by the failure of the
posters (which Scottish and Newcastle had
agreed to organise) was identified weeks in
advance but we had no spare Board
manpower to correct it - we were fully
stretched just organising the event. No-one
has yet come forward to act as database
manager - we desperately need someone
with Mac skills (your Chairman is a PC type,
as are all the Board but our fairly
sophisticated database is Mac - we're relying
on printouts and we can't update it, which is
hopeless). LCAM also needs a Minute
Secretary - LCAM has had a troubled
beginning and without a Minute Secretary
1ts Board can't function as it should. I shall
be devoting more time to LCAM over the
(Continued on page 6)







