The Watermead Village Newsletter

AVDC BACKS WEEDON HILL

In a move surrounded by
controversy Aylesbury's Strategic
Planning and Development
Committee, apparently by casting
vote of the chairman, has backed
the Weedon Hill site first proposed
in the Pre-Deposit Consultation
Paper. This will now go out for
public inquiry, probably in 1998,
with High Court legal action
appearing to be inevitable if the
Inspector backs it. The scheme
will desecrate the site of the Battle
of Aylesbury fought on 1st
November 1642 between a
Royalist force commanded by
Prince Rupert and a powerful
Parliamentary column led by Sir
William Balfour which included
the legendary Colonel John
Hampden's Regiment. The
Royalists were routed. There are
no plans to commemorate the
brave men who died or ensure the

dignified treatment of those

remains not already removed to
the Memorial at Hardwick
Church. Lakeside Land have
asked for the site to be included on
the National Battlefields Register
and have proposed a re-enactment
of the Battle to the Sealed Knot.
They have also protested to the
Warden of New College, who own
the site.

Weedon Hill would mean a
staggering 800 homes opposite
Watermead, on the western side of
the A413, with access on to
Watermead Roundabout. This is
expected to double queueing times
for residents at peak hours and
will have a major impact on the
A413, which has been known to
jam past the Weedon turnoff. The
Board of Lakeside Land Ltd,
Watermead's community company,
is concerned that the A413 could
see daily tailbacks as far as

Whitchurch. Timekeeping on

FLEET MARSTON THROWN OUT

The tragedy of Fleet Marston is that the developers were
willing to provide a heavy rail link, with a new station
serving Raban's Lane. No extension of Aylesbury would have
been involved, as Fleet Marston would have been a village in
its own right. Strangely AVDC have cited concerns about
traffic on the A41, yet have backed the huge Berryfields
development, which is not only on the A41 but involves no
new transport infrastructure and is road-based !
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Watermead's bus services will be
severely degraded to the point
where the viability of public
transport on Watermead will be
called into question.

Lakeside Land's own proposed
strategy, worked out in
consultation with responsible
environmental pressure groups
including Transport 2000, Friends
of the Earth and the Council for
the Protection of Rural England,
developers and public transport
undertakings, has been thrown out
by AVDC. In contrast to
Lakeside's strategy, which linked
housing development to rail-based
public transport infrastructure
improvements, AVDC's plans are
entirely road-based and
concentrate on out-of-town
developments with dependence on
38-tonne (eventually 44-tonne)
heavy lorries to service industrial

sites.
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Micheal Shrimpton appearing on the BBC
Newsnight (By kind permission of the BBC)

A New Pavilion - I am pleased to
report a successful conclusion to
the negotiations on the 8 acres
(Kestrel Way). We are to have a
new two-story Pavilion, with a
capital sum as well, total package
£125k. The Pavilion will have two
meeting rooms on the first story
for community use and will be
used for youth football as well as
cricket. The 72 homes will be sited
to prevent further construction to
the north or east, an important
consideration as the Board sees
this as the last housing
development on Watermead.

Childrens Playground - The
Board has also backed a children’s
playground. This will be for
under-fives and may be up and
running by the end of the year.
Diane Sullivan is doing a good job
and I am most grateful to her. Any
comments or suggestions can go to
Diane, another member of the
Playgroup Working Party or the
Board.

Access to Bandstand - The
Board wants feedback on the
proposal to dismantle the bridge to
the island on the Lower Lake and
prohibit access to residents. A
final decision will be taken at the
April meeting, so if you wish to
save the bridge or turn the island
into a wildlife sanctuary act now
(objections or comments in 14
days). The bandstand admittedly
needs refurbishing and a planting
scheme on the island is an

CHAIRMAN’S BRIEF

excellent idea, but my own view is
that the island is too close to the
shore and a wildlife sanctuary
would not be practicable, although
I would encourage a new wildlife
site elsewhere on the Lower Lake.
I am also concerned at the loss of
amenity and possible loss of
revenue, but I may be in a
minority on the Board.

Defeating Vandalism - One
matter which does concern me is
that some lakeside residents back
the scheme as a way of defeating
vandalism, but have failed to
report incidents of vandalism to
the Board, the only reason given
being an assumption that we are
powerless to deal with it. This
simply is not right. The Board has
wide legal powers with respect to
company property and is prepared
to use them. We do get a certain
amount of criminal intelligence
and pass on names received to the
police, to landlords where property
is rented and there is a possible
breach of tenancy conditions or to
parents. Only a firm approach to
vandalism will work - if you see
people destroying community
assets or committing offences
please tell the police and the
Board. A Director will be on
Watermead virtually every hour of
the day and night 365 days a year,
with power to call out police,
security officers and dog-handling
teams as required.

Non-Considerate Dog Owners -
I receive repeated and justified
complaints of fouling by dogs. We
responded by putting up special
bins, only to have one set fire to!
We want that vandal found and
would be grateful for information.
We are not offering a reward but I

am prepared to recommend to the
Board an ex gratia payment for
information leading to a conviction
for arson.

Whilst on the subject please keep
your dogs under control and clean
up after them. The amenity land is
used by children and faecal waste
is a health hazard. No doubt the
Board will have to return to this
subject later in the year. Dog-
owners are on probation. The
Board is entitled to ban or restrict
dogs on health and safety grounds
and each complaint makes that
option more attractive.

Breaches of Covenant - 1 have
had a number of complaints about
breaches of covenant. Watermead
is a special area in which to live
and as you know every resident
entered into legally binding
covenants in order to keep it that
way. A deliberate breach of
covenant shows discourtesy to
neighbours, may cause
inconvenience, annoyance or even
danger and in detracting from the
estate scheme may affect property
values.

There is an estate-wide
prohibition on external television-
receiving aerials, although
dispensation was given in some
cases for satellite dishes (I had
mine put up, out of sight, after
receiving approval). There have
been bitter complaints about the
half-dozen or so TV aerials that
have gone up and these should
come down immediately unless
written authorisation was
obtained. You should also obtain
permission before putting up any
satellite dish - your solicitors will
be familiar with the procedure.
Bell Cablemedia will be cabling
Watermead in 1997 and my hope



is that by Easter 1998 we will
have been able to switch the entire
estate over from unsightly satellite
to cable.

Sensibly, because so many
residents have put up satellite
dishes without prior authority,
enforcement action should wait
until cabling has been completed,
but you have been warned! The
Board are in discussion with
Royco’s receivers, who are aware
of their duty to see that new
enforcement arrangements are in
place. They will not be able to
report to the High Court that the
liquidation has been concluded
until that is done.

Overnight Parking - There have
been a number of complaints about
unlawful overnight parking of
commercial vehicles, some in a
dangerous position (I do not mean
car-based vans or Transit-sized
vehicles). Please do not park
trucks on Watermead and take

note that by using vehicles
unlawfully in this way you may
invalidate any policy of insurance
in force in respect of the vehicle.
You should consult your insurers
and where the vehicle is insured
by a third party they should be
told that the vehicle is being
parked without lawful
authorisation. The Board will
support criminal prosecution
where appropriate.

Firework Night 1997 - Please
note Saturday 1st November 1997
in your diaries. If Fireworks 97
goes ahead that will be the date.
Following the failure of our
request for volunteers for the 96
event (which threw an enormous
burden on the Board) we will not
go ahead without full commercial
sponsorship. Discussion on a 10k
package is in progress but if these
talks fail the event will be
cancelled. No other event is

planned for this year. I had hoped

for a summer event supporting St.
Tiggywinkles, but there it is.
Events need funding and
volunteers and at the moment we
have neither.

“Please remember that feedback is
always welcome. There is always
paper in my fax machine (393151)!
The View is the Board’s main
vehicle for consultation and we
assume that you all read it
(anybody who doesn’t cannot be
heard to complain that they
‘weren’t consulted’ or ‘didn’t know
what was going on’).”

Boathouse Restaurant - A
cheerful note on which to end: the
long-awaited Boathouse
Restaurant is now open. Please
give it your support - we have
always said the site would be ideal
for a good restaurant and now we
have one. I wish them well!
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akesrde Land Ltd hereby glves notrce that it has been asked to :
/T ;srdents to the lsland and Bandstand on the Lower Lake. Itis
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The proposer |s Mrs Glorla Baker

"*Comments to Mlchael Shrrmpton Charrman at 7 Willow Herb Tel:
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rno further opport;unlty ,ofconsul:tatron will be given.

By Order of the Board

PLANNING GUIDANCE

BREACHED

Ironically, since these developments
has been driven by the DOE’s
asinine housing projections, AVDC’s
dated obsession with car-based
development as far from the town
centre as possible breaches DOE
planning guidance PPG13, which
emphasises sustainable
development. What AVDC want is a
mini Milton Keynes, with a new
northern boundary (Lakeside
proposed retaining the River Thame
as the northern boundary). Breach
of DOE guidance and adherence to
1980’s planning concepts will no
doubt feature in any judicial review
of the new local plan.

One piece of good news is that the
Aylesbury Northern By-Pass (the so-
called “distributor road”) appears to
be under a cloud. As proposed this
was to be a two-lane single
carriageway road rated for 44-tonne
lorries with space for dualling into
four-lane, connecting the A41 west
of Aylesbury with the proposed

Aston Clinton by-pass. This would
have provided a new route between
the Midlands and the Channel
Ports, linking the M40 and M25 via
the A41 (even if the A41 between
the Bicester and Aylesbury were not
‘improved’ there would only 15 or so
miles of single carriageway between
Birmingham and the Channel
Tunnel Terminal once the Aston
Clinton scheme and dualling were
completed). Lakeside have been told
by developers that they are
unwilling to fund this road, indeed
some developers question the
legality of a condition to pay for this
strategic road as part of local
planning permission. Each
community has a proper interest in
attacking each scheme which would
contribute to the road - punching out
Weedon Hill for example may make
the By-Pass unviable in any event.
The By-Pass is starting to look like a
non-starter although Lakeside
Chairman Michael Shrimpton has
cautioned against complacency.
Michael Shrimpton has called for

co-ordinated action across the
county and is critical of those groups
which have suggested pushing
development into other
communities. The CPRE is seen as a
possible co-ordinating body.
Watermead will continue to punch
above its weight, partly because of
the concentration of skills here.
Developers have privately
complimented Lakeside Land on the
boldness and innovation of its rail-
based strategy - for example the idea
of a new station for Stoke
Mandeville Hospital (with full
disabled access) linked to infill
housing development was seen a
neat solution.

No new houses will be built before
the 21st century - even AVDC do not
expect the local plan to be in place
before 2000. There could then be
years of bitter wrangling in the
courts and over individual planning
applications. One developer’s
estimate, citing Coldharbour Farm
as an example, is 20 years - and
Coldharbour was comparatively
uncontroversial. However the time
to oppose what one correspondent of
the Bucks Herald described as
“planning madness” is now.






