The Watermead Village Newsletter

Watermead North Abandoned!

AVDC's Strategic Planning
and Development
Committee on 4th
September 1997 voted to
throw out the proposal for
additional homes at
Watermead North, which
would have included a
second access road off the
proposed Aylesbury

Northern By-Pass.

The prediction in June's
emergency View that AVDC
would try to go for more than
the 140 houses initially
proposed proved to be correct
and officers put an option to
the SPDC for no fewer than
270, which would have been
built on 'infill' land between

the extended Kestrel Way and
the A413. The larger figure
which Lakeside Land Ltd
calculated could be built on
that land did not allow for the
new 'lagoon' north of
Watermead which it seems will
be needed as part of drainage
works associated with the
bypass. ;

The issue will now go to the
planning inspector, who will
hold a public inquiry in 1998
before making
recommendations to the
Secretary of State concerning
the new Local Plan. It is
unlikely that Watermead
North will be resurrected.

The future of the 8 acres
continued on page 4...

Saturday 20 December 1997

In the Piazza from 6 to 7pm

Live music and carol singing

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies

Vicar of Bierton
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Cathy Elliott of Kittiwake
died in June following a
tragic accident.

Cathy moved to Watermead in
1989 when the original village
concept was very much alive and
quickly became a fervent
supporter of the principal of a
modern village. When the
formation of a residents'
association was proposed Cathy
joined with the other like-minded
people to promote the village
spirit and work for the benefit of
the community.

During those days Cathy would
always be found in the forefront of
organising social events such as
the family fun day, barn dances,
fetes and bonfire nights. Her
fervour continued as she became
involved with all aspects of social
and community life; she produced
several editions of the first village
magazine; helped to set up and
run the youth club; managed the
village hall for four years; was the
treasurer for the first cricket club,
and helped with the
neighbourhood watch group.

Cathy leaves two children,
Lorraine, 33, and Mark, 31, and
her husband Alan, to whom she
had been married for 37 years.
She will be sadly missed by them
and by her many friends on
Watermead.
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Michael Shrimpton appearing on BBC Newsnight
(By kind permission of the BBC)

AVDC(C's abandonment of
Watermead North is as
much to be welcomed as
their asinine decision to
turn down the original
Watermead Homes
proposal is to be
deplored. It is to be
hoped that the planning
inspector will show more
sense (and try to
persuade the Secretary of
State to scrap the silly
northern bypass scheme
whilst he is about it).

The dereliction of Watermead
Cricket Ground is only one
aspect of the penalty our
community is having to pay for
the short-sightedness of AVDC.
I continue to believe that the
ground has tremendous
potential, which would have
been unlocked by the new
pavilion. There it is. These
matters will have to await the
decision of the Secretary of
State. Let us hope that we do
not have to wait as long for the
cricket club to fulfil its
undertaking to cut the grass!

I am sorry that we missed the
last issue of the View - we
have a good team of volunteers,
but are still short. Ideally we
need to expand the regular
team from 4 to at least 6 - the
trouble at the moment is that
we cannot cover absences on
business and holiday etc. We
would love to hear from anyone
with desktop publishing, PR,
advertising, computing or

CHAIRMAN’S VIEW

graphics skills. Thanks to our
loyal advertisers for bearing
with us - I have been working
for three years towards a
position where we have a stable
editorial board and can keep to
regular publication dates
announced up to 12 months in
advance.

I am sorry that Richard Crake
has to step down from the
Board due to altered business
commitments and I am grateful
to him for his efforts,
particularly on Fireworks
Night 96. The Board needs
strengthening, ideally with at
least two new directors. If you
feel you can contribute to your
community in this way please
let myself or another director
know.

Speaking of Fireworks Night
you will know by now that we
had to cancel the 97 night - the
decision was in fact taken some
time ago and would have been
announced in the summer issue
of the View had it gone to
press. There was little support
for an event this year, by which
I mean business sponsorship.
The money was not available
this year to subsidise the event
from company (ie community)
funds. We have an indication
that a 10k sponsorship package
may be on offer for 98, which
would certainly allow us to go
ahead. A provisional date has
been set for Saturday, 7th
November 1998.

I am very occasionally asked
why we do not have more
events on Watermead - the
short answer is that by and
large people do not want them
and will not support them. The
Charity Auction in 1995

attracted about 25 residents
and this year's Summer Ball
organised by Chris Floyd and
David Skinner about the same
number, which I thought was
poor reward for all the effort
they put in, for which I am
grateful.

I am aware that some
residents have objected to the
noise from across the water but
there has been a constructive
response from Captain's Cabin,
which I welcome - a balance
has to be struck between the
proper interests of the
community, who are entitled to
a good night's sleep, and the
entirely legitimate commercial
interests of Captain's Cabin
Ltd and the Boathouse
Restaurant, who have made a
substantial investment in
Watermead.

Scottish and Newcastle have
also been investing - I hope I
will be forgiven for commenting
that it was overdue. I was
pleased however with their
response to our concerns about
the Watermead and I was glad
of the opportunity to meet with
their senior management
earlier in the year. I think
everyone agrees that there has
been a vast improvement and I
wish the Watermead well.

I hope to see as many
shareholders as possible at the
AGM on December 11th, when
constructive criticism of the
directors' efforts will be
welcome and offers of
assistance even more welcome.

Michael Shrimpton,
Chairman,

Lakeside Land Ltd,
Watermead's Community
Company
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DESIGN & INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS

* KXPERT DESIGN & INSTALLATION
SERVICE

* FITTED FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
OFFERING EXCLUSIVE RANGES

*(CHOOSE WALL & FLOOR TILES,
LIGHTING & FLOORING IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

*OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
WITH MANY
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

* RECOMMENDATION UPON REQUEST

All Work Guaranteed

For A Free Survey Call
01296 393989

PERSONALISED &
UNIQUE DESIGNS FOR
Your HOME

Kaleidoscope offer a full design service that
meets the needs and pockets of our clients. Our
expertise includes advice on colour schemes,
decorating, special paint effect and window
designs.

We are able to offer a complete service from

concept through to supply and fit.

WHY NOT LOOK FOR SOMETHING
FRESH FOR CHRISTMAS

| Every Project Is Personalised To The Client

For your initial FREE consultation

contact
Irene Felgate on:
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FRAMEMAKER
All Types Of Picture Frames
Supplied §§
We Will Come To You §
Pendle House §§

Merlin Centre
Gatehouse Close
Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire
HP13 3DP

Tel: 01296 337750
Mob: 0860 285366

PUBLICATION DATES 1998
Easter - 21st March
Summer - 25th July

Autumn - 3rd October
Christmas - 12th December

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

Residents
1/4 Page - £15
1/2 Page - £30

Full Page - £60

Non Residents/Commercial
1/2 Page - £30
1/2 Page - £60
Full Page - £120

Please arrange advertisements at least
3 weeks prior to publication date

If you have any suggestions for content/articles
please contact any member of the editorial board




If you feel you care

REMEMBER Neighbourhood Watch success depends on the police aﬁd the cpmmuﬂiﬂﬁorkmg together at all times.

........ (which would have formed part of Watermead North) remains unresolved. Residents will know
that it was always intended that there would be 80 acres of residential development on Watermead
and that only 72 acres have been developed. The infrastructure is well able to take the additional
72 houses that Watermead Homes intended to put on that site. The Lakeside Board backed that
scheme because the housing would have been sited so as to turn the access roads into the site into
cul-de-sacs, so protecting Watermead from future expansion towards the bypass (to which the Board
is opposed), the Buckingham Road or Bierton. The houses would also have been designed to be in
sympathy with the original development and there would have been substantial planning gain for
our community including a new pavilion. Responding in part to concerns from the Board about the
number of houses Watermead Homes have now come up with a revised scheme of 60 houses, again
sited so as to block off all further development. This revised scheme will be urged strongly on the
inspector.

AVDC were warned by the Lakeside Board of the risk that rejection of the Watermead Homes
scheme would lead to the cricket ground becoming derelict. The Board was aware that the Cricket
Club committee had effectively collapsed in November 1995 and was concerned about the ability of
the Cricket Club to maintain the ground. Those concerns seem to have been justified and every
resident will be aware of what an eyesore Watermead Cricket Ground has become. The denial of
access to the original Pavilion held back cricket and sports development in general on Watermead.
The Board had hoped that the new pavilion would inject life into the cricket club, as well as
providing for youth sports in the winter and much-needed community meeting rooms. Apart from
the excellent facilities offered by the proposed new Pavilion the Board realised the importance of
an attractive appearance to this prominent site near the entrance to Watermead, passed by every
car coming in to the village. Lakeside Land Limited does not own the cricket ground and has no
right to maintain it. Sadly AVDC's obstinate refusal of an excellent scheme means that cricket is
unlikely to be played on Watermead next season and it is wholly unclear as this issue goes to press
what proposals the cricket club has to maintain the site. The Board is willing to take the site over
and maintain it but that would require either the agreement of the cricket club or the approval of a
judge, the land being held in trust for its intended purpose as a cricket ground for the local
community.

Any resident willing to help in the preparation and presentation of Watermead's case to the
inspector should contact Lakeside Land or a member of the Planning Group. Mike Liston has had
to stand down as convenor of the Planning Group due to business commitments and a replacement
is needed urgently.



OPEN THROUGHOUT CHRISIMAS, INCLUDING CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEARS DAY

MANY PRODUCTS
CHEAPER THAN SUPERSTORES

Stella £3.56 (4pk) Hofmeister 8 for £5
Tennents/Super £4.36 (4pk) Heineken 8 for £5
Heineken Export 6 for £5 Boddingtons Draught 6 for £5

Fosters Ice 6 for £5 San Miguel 6 for £5
Stella 6 for £5 Rolling Rock 6 for £5
Labatt Ice 6 for £5 Heineken Export 6 for £5

AUSTRALIAN WINES

Jacobs Creek Semillon Chardonnay
Hardys Nottage Hill Chardonnay
Hardys Nottage Hill Sauvignon Shiraz
RF Colombard Chardonnay

RF Ruby Cabernet

Lindemans Colombard Chardonnay
Penfolds Semillon Chardonnay (BIN 21)

KWV White (South African)
Liebfraumilch (German)

Vodka
Whisky (Full Strength)

158 Buckingham Road (Opposite Dutton Forshaw) Tel: (01296) 436705







