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meeting held on 28 May 1998 to vote on whether or not residents of
Watermead would like to have their own parish council and what happened
next!

AVDCis currently conducting a Parish Review and in February this year the
Chartered Trustees of Aylesbury wrote to Michael Shrimpton as an initial
contact within the community of Watermead to see if there would be interest
in setting up a parish coundil here. As you may be aware Michael has been
leading a bid to keep Rolls Royce British and was not readily available during
the first few months of the year. When contact was eventually made he gave
them my name to deal with the matter. It was now April and time was
running short!

An initial meeting was arranged and, after a number of phone calls to various
members of the commumity, Anne King agreed to accompany me. We met
with Mary Baldwin, County Councillor, and Rosemary Hick, Mayor of
Aylesbury at the time, who explained that Aylesbury were applying for Town
Council status. Most of Watermead comes under the parish of Aylesbury.

We were told that a Watermead Parish Council would consist of 9-11 elected
oouncillors and advantages would be:

-Able to set a local rate (ie parish tax) which is part of council tax. We currently
pay a precept to Aylesbury parish council (which pays for bus shelters, deaning
of monuments, cutting grass verges, etc).

-Able to decide what we want to spend the money on for the next year eg
playground. This will require planning and monitoring of budgets.

-Able to appoint a parish derk who would deal with all administrative matters
and who would be remunerated.

As aright the parish council would see all planning applications in the area and
be able to comment on them (even someone putting up a conservatory).
Councillors would be able to attend district planning meetings and make
comments, Able to comment on all local matters,

The only disadvantage that could be seen is that we would lose out. on being
able to apply to the Hardings Charity. The setting up of a parish council would
not affect catchment areas for schools and we were told that it is unlikely that a
primary school would be built for Watermead.

At the meeting Anne and I were shown maps and literature that had been
circulated to the residents of Aylesbury Town. We were told that if we wanted
1o go ahead we had to consult with all residents of Watermead before 15 June
1998 by which time an application had to be made to AVDC. Other than
general advice we would be provided with no fimds or other assistance.

So we left feeling under a burden. To my astonishment Anne came round to
my house two hours after we had returned to Watermead with a draft circular.
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I'phoned various people and set up a committee of seven people. We met a few
days later at my house to discuss what we should do. The circular was
amended slightly and we arranged for 1,200 photocopies to be done. Lakeside
Land agreed to pay for this. We took advantage of distributing them with
Village View which had been somewhat delayed. We were umder some time
constraint as we had to arrange a public meeting and the only date the village
hall was available was 28 May. The distribution manager of the Village View
was on holiday and my thanks go out to all those who helped (some at short
notice) with the distribution of both Village View and the parish review circular.

"The public meeting chaired by Graham Severn was deemed a success by
Khan. About 40 Watermead residents attended and unanimously voted to go
ahead with applying for a parish council for Watermead. The circulars had a
tear off voting slip for those people who were unable to attend the meeting and
collection boxes were left in the shops in the Piazza. Almost 100 people
responded - 94 in favour, 4 not in favour and 1 was returned incomplete.

As mentioned eartier there are some properties on Watermead that lie within
neighbouring parish boundaries. Six houses in Kestrel Way (which at the time
of writing are still under construction) lie within Bierton parish. Land and
buildings on the other side of the River Thame, ie Captains Cabin, Harpers and
the hotel, lie within Weedon parish. Thave written to the Parish Clerks in
Bierton and Weedon and they have indicated that they would be in agreement
with moving their boundaries so that Watermead will be complete.

Thave written to the Head of Administration at AVDC with the results of our
consultation and public meeting and the letter has been acknowledged. All we
have to donow is wait. A dedision is not likely before the year 2000.

In 1996 the population of Watermead was 2,500 with an electorate of 1,673; it
has obviously grown since then. This is larger than Bierton who have their
own parish council and are therefore able to run their own affairs. Let's hope

that we will be able to rum our own affairs soon.
o

Mary Singleton
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Michael Shrimpton appearing on BBC Newsnight
(By kind permission of the BBC)

I was saddened to hear of the loss
of Ken Hirons, who was a popular
member of the community and
always willing to lend a hand. He
was one of those who made the
difference between a community
and a collection of houses.

With the great battle for Rolls-
Royce sadly won by our
community partners the Germans
I am now able to devote more time
to Watermead. LCAM is very
much back on its feet and
invitations to tender have now
been issued for the exterior
painting contract - this will be the
first time we have supervised the
painting. The safety plan and
contract specifications have been
drawn up, the contract supervising
officer and site director appointed
and the contract will be awarded
early in September. The next job
will be the fountain, on which we
plan to spend several thousands of
pounds over the nest few months.

Well done to Michael Long, who
supervised the contract for
refurbishment of the bandstand on
the lower lake. We have now
authorised security patrols, given
the degree of vandalism. If you see
people damaging the bandstand,
attacking the wildlife or
committing any other form of
vandalism please tell both the
police and a director of Lakeside
Land. It is only by taking a pro-
active approach that we can defeat
vandalism - it was rather
discouraging to hear people
arguing that we should leave the
fountain in its damaged state
because it would only be wrecked
again.

The parish council initiative
continues to be pursued and it
looks increasingly likely that
Watermead will be a parish from
about 2000/1. The Lakeside Board
would welcome that, indeed one its
directors, Mary Singleton, took the

CHAIRMAN’S VIEW

initiative in setting up the public
meeting which voted in favour of
the proposal..

I know that the View is read by
many new residetns, particularly
in the new houses in Kestrel Way.
Welcome to our unique lakeside
community! Without turning the
View into a propsectus, I have
been asked to explain to new
residents why we have a company
and a Board of Directors, rather
than a residents committee. The
answer is that unlike many
residents committees we own and
manage a large landholding - some
35 acres in all - for the benefit of
the community. The company was
formed in November 1994 in
response to a planned large
nightclub development by the lake.
We successfully negotiated an
option over the land and raised the
capital from local residents to buy
it, beating the completion deadline
by a matter of hours. The company
has been able to exploit the
reservoir of professional and
managerial talent on Watermead
and has thrived. Its authorised
share capital is £50,000 and the
balance sheet currently looks
healthy. New residents interested
in learning more about the
company and its activities are
welcome to speak to one of the
directors, whose contact details are
given in every issue (that is not an
invitation to subscribe in the
company). More volunteers for the
Board would be greatly welcomed.

There has been some suggestion
that we should have a fireworks
night to see in the millenium,
preferably not computer-controlled
fireworks confusing 2000 with
1900, the Year Zero or last
Wednesday. Whilst the VE Day
event in 1995 went well (yes the
print on display in Waterliles
depicts a real event), we have had
a mixed history with fireworks,
with the last event losing heavily
thanks to adverse weather
conditions and a woeful lack of
volunteers. Feedback would be
welcome - planning would have to
start now if an event were to stand
any chance of success. We could
always have a 'millennial disco' I

suppose, with a computer-
controlled turntable designed to
crash at the end of the evening,
but I am not convinced. The last
marquee event (staged by those
very nice people at Captain's
Cabin) was poorly attended, but a
marquee dinner could be a
possibility - or it may that
everyone is planning to go to the
Chatham Islands or the Dome or
wherever.

Speaking of Waterlilies I warmly
commend this splendid new
enterprise - they have built up an
excellent display and their shop
(in the Piazza) is well worth a
visit.

If you envy the intrepid balloonists
floating away into the late evening
sky and fancy a flight ask one of
the directors - all the balloons
flying from Watermead are owned
or operated by Lakeside
shareholders and we are very
happy to put you in touch. It's
great fun and we are delighted to
encourage the development of
Watermead as a major ballooning
centre.



Learn to Play
Bridge!

Courses Start in September
in Aylesbury.

Phone LISA at the English
Bridge Union:

01296 394414

Bridge for All the complete
Learn and Play Programme
from the National
Organisation for the game

Vandalism
Many people have made comments to the
board regarding the present state of the Fountain
in the village plazza and other areas of damage
around Watermead. Although the board commit
every endeavour to ensure that Watermead is
maintained to the highest standard, vandaiism
stills remains a scurge on our village. In fact most
of the damage to the Fountain was done by
children of Watermead residents.

the board would like to appeal to residents to
keep a constant eye out for vandals and hesitate
no fime in contacting any member of the board
to report such going ons.

Dog Owners

The same could also be said for the discourteous
and ill mannered dog owners who stfill refuse to
clean up the mess caused by their pets. They
have no regard for other people and especially
children who play around the lake. It has come to
the point where you have to spend more time
watching where your walking around the lake
than admiring Watermead's individual beauty.
The board realise many of the offenders are not
even Watermead residents

This is your village! Please take care of it.

From a personal prospective | myself would waste
no time in reporting these people and making
sure they pay the fine! Ed.

The Board of Lakeside Land are anxious to
find a Minutes Secretary to take the
Minutes of the monthly Board Meeting,
held on the second Thursday in the month
at 8 pm in the Village Hall. Duties also
include typing and distribution of the
Minutes to Board members.

This is a 'voluntary' post. Benefits include
keeping up to date with what's going on in
Watermead and social activities!

Sue Blood served the Board as Minutes
Secretary from the start of Lakeside Land
and has now moved from Watermead. She
did a marvellous job and we shall really
miss her!

Please contact any member of the board.

PUBLICATION DATES 1998
Spring -30th April
Summer - 25th July
Autumn - 3rd October
Christmas - 12th December

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

Residents
1/4 Page - £15
1/2 Page - £30

Full Page - £60

Non Residents/Commercial
1/2 Page - £30
1/2 Page - £60
Full Page - £120

Please arrange advertisements at least
3 weeks prior to publication date

If you have any suggestions for content/articles
please contact any member of the editorial board




OPEN EVERY DAY

MANY PRODU
CHEAPER THAN SUI ERSTORES

Heineken 8 for £5 Tennents Super 500ml 4 for £4.36
Hofmeister 8 for £56 Skol Super 500ml 4 for £4
Stella 500ml 4 for £3.56 Boddington 6 for £5

Labatt Ice 6 for £5 Becks 6 for £5
Stella 6 for £5 San Miguel 6 for £5

WINES

Jacobs Creek Semillon Chardonnay £4.49
French Merlof £3.49
French Cabernet Sauvignon £3.49
Liebfraumilch £2.49
California Red/White £3.49
Lindemans Chardonnay Biné5 £4.49

Open: Mon-Thurs 3pm - 10:15pm
Fri-Sat 12 Noon - 10:30pm, Sun 12 Noon - 10pm

158 Buckingham Road (Opposite Dutton Forshaw) Tel: (01296) 436705




Rolls-Royce Battle

The fight to save Rolls-Royce really started
on Watermead, when Lakeside Land
chairman Michael Shrimpton conceived the
idea of a customer buy-out. He founded the
Rolls-Royce Action Committee in January
and Crewe Motors Limited in March. The
idea was to bring the wealthiest echelon of R-
R and Bentley owners into a consortium to
challenge VW and BMW. The company's
solicitors, Slaughter and May, put in a £460m
indicative bid on 4th June but the Crewe
team was defeated by Volkswagen, who in
turn were humiliated by Rolls-Royce plc and
BMW.

Many key meetings were held on Watermead
itself and some interesting phone calls were

made from Watermead to Zurich, Munich,
New York and all sorts of places. Watermead
featured on television both here and in
Europe and Michael's Bentley Turbo was
often to be seen with a camera team in tow.

The most recent feature, with the lake as a
background, was the lead business story for
the New York Times on August 7th.
Watermead was admired by all who came to
see it.

The story is not quite over, as VW's troubled
stewardship of Rolls-Royce continues to run
into customer resistance. Michael has no
plans to trade his Bentley in for a
Volkswagen.

Hire any 2 films
and take a 3rd free!

WM NEWSAGENTS
MACE

OPEN ALL WEEK
6.30AM - SPM

Dairy Produce  INEW VIDEO LIBRARY Confectionary
Milk Top 50 titles Including: & Soft Drinks
Butter The Lost World Groceries
Cheese Absolute Power Tinned Goods
Cream Fifth Element Bread
Eggs Speed 2 Biscuits
%‘;gflt Meats
Men in Black Preserves

Murder at 1600
Dantes Peek

Watermead Village Piazza
Tel (01296) 338435







