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Annual Watermead Parish Meeting 
 

Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 7.00pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr E Rose (Chair), Cllr C Anderson, Cllr A Attrill, Cllr P Carlin-Page, Cllr Y Carlin-Page 

Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 
Plus 11 members of the public 

 
 

 Cllr Rose advised that it is a statutory requirement that we have a Parish Meeting 
as opposed to a Parish Council Meeting once a year between 1st March and 1st 
June.  The meeting needs to be called and proper notice given but after the recent 
elections, due to technicalities, it was not possible to call the meeting at the usual 
time so we have had to have a separate meeting.  He welcomed views from 
parishioners present as to whether they thought the meeting should be separate 
or continue the custom of having it on the same evening as the annual parish 
council meeting. 

 

   
1 Apologies  
 Cllr J Bolt, Sue Severn  
   
2 To agree the minutes of 16 May 2024  
 The Minutes had been agreed by the previous Council and were signed by the 

Chairman. 
 

   
3 To discuss any matters arising from those minutes  
 No matters arising.  
   
4 To receive reports:  
 Annual Report 2024-25 – Sue Severn 

 
WATERMEAD PARISH COUNCIL – ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25  
 
Events  
The Events Committee ran Larks by the Lake and the Film Night last year which 
were a great success, despite the bad weather which plagued Larks. They also 
organised quiz nights and have been joined by new volunteers who are very 
welcome. If you have time to help with events, please let the committee know.  
We again enjoyed the craft fair and carol concert, raising money for Tiggywinkles, 
as usual.  
 
These annual events are much enjoyed and we are grateful to everyone who 
helped organise them, it’s very hard work, but much appreciated. Alongside these 
we have also enjoyed the Christmas lights competition and Front garden 
competitions. The allotments have joined in with a prize for the winning allotment  
 
Mr Stevie Stevens, Freeman of Watermead  
Mr Stevens celebrated his 100th birthday last summer, making his family and 
friends immensely proud of him. His party was a wonderful celebration of his 
extraordinary life. Everyone was saddened to hear of his passing in May.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan  
This year has seen significant progress on our neighbourhood plan, with much of 
the work being done by Peter Dean, Mick Morgan and Noreen Shardlow with 
technical input from AECOM who were funded by Locality to produce the Design 
Code. Our plan is nearing the stage of examination by Bucks Council after which 
the completed plan will be consulted, followed by a referendum. Provided the plan 
is agreed it will become ‘Made’. Our grateful thanks to Peter, Mick and Noreen for 
their continuing hard work and determination to get this done, and to all the 
parishioners who have taken part in the public consultations, made suggestions, 
proof read documents and generally helped out.  
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Why is a neighbourhood plan important?  
It is likely that Bucks Council will move to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) as 
the distribution vehicle replacing Section 106 recreation & leisure contribution to 
parishes where there is development in the parish area.  
 
CIL is charged to developers and where all or part of a chargeable development is 
within the area of a parish council the charging Authority must pass a proportion of 
the CIL receipts from the development to the parish council. The parish council 
must use the CIL receipts passed to it to support the development of the parish 
council’s area by funding the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or 
maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else that is concerned with addressing 
the demands that development places on the area.  
 
The proportion of funds automatically granted to parish councils with a made plan 
is 25%, without a plan the amount is 15%.  
 
Planning  
The former football club outline planning permission was granted, and the land 
was then put up for sale, we have no further information about this. The recent 
changes made to the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) affect local 
communities, meaning that even green belt land is more susceptible to 
speculative development. The parish council is conscious of the need to keep a 
firm eye on applications and be prepared to respond to consultations 
appropriately.  
 
Land  
Land has been maintained and improved by our contractors who have worked 
hard. Dave Lang has continued to collect litter on a daily basis, making a huge 
difference to the village, our grateful thanks to him. A group of volunteers are 
working with Marcia Lang to increase planting around the lakes. The parish 
council was pleased to be able to contribute some unspent budget to the project to 
provide tree guards, stakes and water bags as necessary, giving the new planting 
the best chance of success.  
 
During this year we have progressed the acquisition of the various small parcels of 
land which devolved to the Crown Estate following the liquidation of the original 
developer. Their solicitors have confirmed that the Transfers are ready to go as 
soon as neighbouring landowners have been contacted. This transaction will 
secure the land for the parish, returning some odd parcels of land to individual 
households. This has taken careful negotiation and patience, and four years to 
date. Unfortunately we were unable to reach agreement on one parcel for which 
the Crown Estates asked for more money than the council was able to afford 
within budget.  
 
Hanging baskets  
Last summer we were unable to have hanging baskets due to budgetary 
constraints but this year they will, once again, feature in new locations within the 
village which we look forward to seeing.  
 
Finally I would like to thank my fellow council members for their service. To Mary 
Singleton for Village View, Adrian Schwab for legal advice and project support, 
Mick Morgan for leading the neighbourhood plan, Dan Forder for sharing his 
knowledge of wildlife, Irina Schwab for many years’ planning legal  
advice, and Ashley Bond for his unstinting support of the parish both at PC and 
Unitary levels. He has staunchly advocated for Watermead and made sure we 
received grant funding, replacement road safety items and more. His knowledge 
and experience of how to get things done at County/Unitary level have been 
invaluable.  
 
The council is indebted to Noreen Shardlow and Michelle Jackson for their hard 
work and dedication to the parish. Our grateful thanks to them both.  
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Our best wishes for the coming year.  
 
Sue Severn 

   
5 Parishioners’ Views  
 Mary Singleton asked whether the PC intended to continue with the 

neighbourhood plan.  Cllr Rose replied yes of course. 
 
Debbie Clarke commented that it might be a good idea to have signage for the 
Village Hall as it is not obvious where it is.  Cllr Y Carlin-Page commented that she 
and Cllr P Carlin-Page had stumbled quite by chance upon the craft fair held in the 
Village Hall 5 or 6 years ago so she was in agreement with Debbie.  Cllr Attrill also 
agreed with this.  It was agreed to discuss this at the next parish council meeting. 
 
Mike Attrill commented on the bandstand on the small lake which was currently 
not receiving any maintenance.  Would this be looked at further? 
 
The paths around Nuthatch and Curlew are very overgrown.  The Clerk would 
check whether ownership of the foliage was the unitary council or private 
households.  Mary Singleton added that Lark Vale had the same issue. 
 
Mike Attrill queried progress on the planning application for the proposed 
development at Kestrel Way.  The Clerk commented that she had checked the 
planning portal a few days prior and Buckinghamshire Flood Lead Authority have 
said there would be no objections subject to many conditions.  She would continue 
to monitor on a regular basis. 
 
Mike Attrill said that the Chairman of Watermead Lakeside Residents Association 
(WLRA) Dennis had submitted a letter and he wanted to check receipt.  The Clerk 
had already confirmed receipt and advised that it had been forwarded to Cllrs.  A 
response would be made to Joseph Irwin after the next PC meeting had taken 
place.  Cllr Attrill advised she was also on the WRLA committee so declared an 
interest and would not comment on this matter. 
 
Cllr Attrill commented on the proposed planning application at Kestrel Way.  She 
and Cllr Anderson had been for a walk around the field around February and it 
had been very wet and muddy.  
Cllr Rose replied that Watermead itself is built on very boggy ground  
 
Janice Robinson asked if it was planned to have a separate exit/entrance if the 
proposed development at Kestrel Way was to go ahead? 
Cllr Rose replied that he believed it was planned to have the access we currently 
have which was a major concern for many people.   
Janice Robinson commented that Kestrel Way was very narrow in places and as 
most people can’t fit their cars in their garages, they park on the road and many 
have teenage children who also have cars. 
Cllr Rose’s understanding is that the PC may have another opportunity to 
comment and that the PC will hold a public meeting at that point so everybody can 
record their comments at that meeting. 
Cllr Anderson commented that he had raised the same point when the developer 
had attended a PC meeting and has since mentioned to a colleague at Bucks who 
represents highway maintenance responsible for the roads.  He would see what 
could be done in limiting disruption to residents particularly on Ayleswater and 
through to Kestrel Way. 
 
Cllr Rose stated that in order for the Neighbourhood Plan to be made the PC has 
to nominate some land for possible development.  If the PC is able to do this it 
protects it from further development within the area designated as Watermead 
parish which goes way beyond the houses onto the fields.  However because the 
owner/developer of the land had put in their planning application, it has negated 
that land as being part of the parish development plan.  The PC and 
Neighbourhood Plan Team may to consider finding an alternative piece of land 
which is suitable for further development of houses. 
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Mary Singleton commented that ever since she has lived on Watermead, 30+ 
years, a one entry/exit route in and out of Watermead had been kept because if, 
for example an exit route onto the A413 was opened up, it would create a rat run 
through regardless of how big the roads are.  Buckingham Park was an example 
of this where cars come across the traffic lights and then turn left out of 
Watermead.  Traffic coming from Buckingham direction would likely come through 
Watermead to get through quickly.  When the bus bollards are not working in Lark 
Vale this is also a prime example of Watermead being used as a rat run. 
 
Debbie Clarke questioned whether the previous comments would stand if the PC 
were given another opportunity to comment on the proposed development at  
Kestrel Way. 
The Clerk confirmed that all comments stand. 
Debbie asked that when you are asked to nominate land for potential development 
for the neighbourhood plan, does it matter who it belongs to? 
Cllr Attrill replied that anybody can put in a planning application on any land even 
if they don’t own it. 
Debbie commented that there is not much land in the area that could be 
developed and was thinking about the area of land behind the mound/ski slope 
and whether that could be nominated. 
The Clerk advised that a land assessment had been undertaken for all 16 parcels 
and that there are guidelines which have to be followed and certain criteria, eg, 
flooding, has it been part of a planning application that has been refused etc.  
Every land owner had been consulted with although not all had responded.  You 
don’t have to have allocation as part of the neighbourhood plan but not having it 
does not give you the protection against further development.   
 
It was felt by parishioners that it was best to have the Annual Watermead Parish 
Meeting on the same evening as the Watermead Annual Parish Council Meeting 
as it was more convenient for attendees.  Cllr Rose advised that this would be 
taken to the Parish Council meeting. 

   
6 Date of next Annual Parish Meeting  
 21 May 2026 7.00 pm  
   
 Cllr Rose thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting closed at 

7.30pm. 
 

   
   
   
 


