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Annual Watermead Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 15 May 2025 at 7.30pm
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead

Attendees: Clir E Rose (Chair), Clir C Anderson, Clir A Attrill
Clir P Carlin-Page, CliIr Y Carlin-Page, Clir J Bolt
Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk)
plus 24 members of the public

Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office
The Annual Parish Council Meeting was opened by the outgoing Chairman Sue
Severn, who called for nominations of Chairman.

Clir J Bolt nominated ClIr E Rose as Chairman. ClIr Y Carlin-Page seconded.
There were no further nominations. A unanimous vote was recorded and Clir E
Rose was duly appointed Chairman.

ClIr Rose thanked everyone for coming and wished to propose thanks to Sue
Severn for all the work she has done for Watermead over 20 years, particularly
with regard to planning. There would be a lot for the new Council to live up to.
He also thanked his fellow Clirs who had all been newly elected, coming from
different viewpoints and with different ideas but with the common aim of working
together for the good of the community. He also wished to thank all those who
had stood as candidates. There had been a history of uncontested elections
including at least one where there had been fewer candidates than spaces for
CliIrs in recent years. It was good to have 14 candidates standing this time,
giving electors a real choice. Not so good for those who weren’t elected but it is
his belief that there should be more Clirs on the Parish Council and that this
should be discussed further during the year. He thanked Noreen Shardlow and
Michelle Jackson for their work keeping the Parish Council afloat whilst the new
Clirs learn the ropes preparing for the first meeting. He thanked Glyn Thomas
who was the Parish Clerk when ClIr Rose first came on to the PC some years
ago and has been his friend and mentor for all those years. Lastly he thanked
all the residents who had voted in the recent election. It is the PC’s job to serve
all and listen to views and he hoped that the PC would live up to that over the
next 4 years.

Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office

Clir C Anderson nominated Clir J Bolt as Vice Chairman. Clir Attrill seconded.
There were no further nominations. A unanimous vote was recorded and Clir J
Bolt was duly appointed Vice Chairman.

Apologies

Mary Singleton had been elected but had sent her apologies and had advised
she would not be returning acceptance of office forms. A notice of vacancy
would be triggered and the Clerk would make contact with Bucks Council to
organise. The Chairman had exchanged emails with Mary immediately after the
election results reassuring her that she would be welcomed by the new
members as she does a great deal for Watermead particularly the excellent
Village View magazine.

Election of Members, Acceptance of Office and all Register of Interests
forms to be received
All Clirs returned their acceptance of office and Register of Interest documents.

Declarations of Interest
To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda — none.

To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property
To discuss any neighbourhood matters — TVP — no report received.

Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm — 8.10pm followed by the Council
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Meeting

Glyn Thomas thanked CllIr Rose for his mention. He confirmed he was
previously the Parish Clerk at Watermead, the main reason being that when he
moved into Weedon 50 years ago, Watermead was part of Weedon parish
along with Buckingham Park. He has always had an interest in how Watermead
has developed over the years and was very pleased to see the development of
the Watermead area. It was very commendable what everyone has achieved
and he could see in the audience a number of ex-Cllrs. He wished to thank
everyone for what they are doing, the community and the Clirs who represent
them and hoped it would continue in developing this beautiful piece of land.
Glyn was applauded for his comments.

Mick Morgan asked if the PC had a view on what the priorities/key challenges
would be going forward, in particular the Neighbourhood Plan. Would it remain
in place and be carried forward? Also attached on the back of that, there are
issues currently going through in terms of potential planning. There was also
additional land challenges like the ongoing Crown Estate’'s land within
Watermead.

ClIr Rose replied that this is the first time the new Council has met and, from
discussions held by some prior to the meeting, it is accepted that they are all a
priority and the new Clirs will want to carry on with what the previous Council
was doing.

Darren Hubbard asked if the new PC were fully aware of the issues as he had
been attending PC meetings for a good year or so and working with others
regarding the flood risk development plan and the neighbourhood watch
scheme. There were only 2 people on the new Council that he recognised as
regular attendees to previous PC meetings. He asked what sort of a handover
there had been.

ClIr Rose replied that he had been a Parish Councillor for a total of 11 years.
He had been briefed by the Clerk and discussed all of the issues raised but
decisions could not be made at tonight's meeting. The PC would discuss and
carry them forward.

Colette O’Brien said she has lived in Watermead for nearly 20 years. She
wished to ask where the new PC intended to start and suggested they start with
the terms of reference and also set out plans and how it intends to be
transparent. The last meeting she had attended there had been a lot of issues
regarding the land and people were feeling there was not enough transparency.
How are the new Clirs going to address that so that residents can see things
very openly the plans for the future year. Also with Clir Anderson having been
elected to Bucks Council there will be some disparity and how will this be open
within the PC?

Marcia Lang wished Clirs to be more approachable other than just at PC
meetings, possibly online, WhatsApp or email so that parishioners did not have
to wait until a PC meeting for it be decided whether an issue goes on the
agenda. A liaison group had previously been discussed which would involve the
Clerk so issues could be added to the agenda.

ClIr Rose replied that it has always been his belief that the first duty of a Clir is
to the electors and that Clirs should listen to what anybody has to say. In the
past there had been a general feeling that the PC shouldn’t respond to anything
written on Facebook but Clir Rose was happy to be contacted by any means
whether that be Facebook, email or in person. He may not agree with what
parishioners have to say or have an answer there and then but he would like to
think that the whole of the PC would be approachable. A parish liaison group
would be discussed further at the next meeting.

ClIr Bolt commented that he was keen to improve the communication via social
media and email. He believes the information on the website is a little
antiquated and would to update it and have more of an online presence for the
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community.

Colette O’Brien commented that nowadays most meetings are online and
wondered if the PC would consider this as the elderly may not be able to get out
of their houses or during bad weather people may not want to go out in order to
attend.

The Clerk replied that PCs are guided by the Local Government Act but would
double check the guidelines around this.

Debbie Clarke commented that during Covid there had been some hybrid
meetings and she did not feel that they worked very well.

ClIr P Carlin-Page commented that he walked around the lake twice a day and
tried to communicate with people that way but wondered how the information he
was giving was being fed back. He agreed that this was something that needed
looking at going forward.

Mick Morgan commented on his time as a parish councillor, that there are
certain rules and regulations in place that are quite clearly set out and guidance
on how to do things. Formal processes have to be followed and when things
are in writing you have the formal process in place. On social media you
haven’t. So there are advantages in terms of communication and visibility but it
does not make it formal.

Colette O’Brien added that using social media is different from using IT and
recording meetings. Social media is not a way official business should be
communicated.

Clir Rose commented that he was a stickler for standing orders and believed
they were there to be followed slavishly and wasn’t suggesting abandoning that.
He believed parishioners should be able to raise concerns to Clirs by whatever
means they choose so that Clirs can bring those ideas to the meeting.

Mick Morgan commented that often when it is on social media it translates into
something which is very unpleasant This has happened during his time as a
Cllr and he advised the PC to be cautious.

Debbie Clarke wished to congratulate the new Clirs and commented that it was
lovely to have fresh blood.

ClIr P Carlin-Page appreciated the comment and questioned how we can find a
way of communicating that works for everyone and there may not be a clear
answer but it was about openness, honesty and integrity within a formal
structure.

Council Meeting

To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 17" April 2025
The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.

Planning Matters
1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted — no update.

2. 25/00993/APP 1 Owl Close Householder application for construction of
single storey rear extension, conversion of part garage into dining family
room and part into storage. Proposed new garage door to the front and
internal changes - the PC resolved that it had no comment on the proposed
planning application.

3. 25/01157/APP 3 Chaffinch Householder application for single storey side

extension - the PC resolved that it had no comment on the proposed
planning application.
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4. 25/00991/APP 27 Kestrel Way Householder application for replacement of

existing conservatory with a small single storey rear extension covering the
same footprint - the PC resolved that it had no comment on the proposed
planning application.

Neighbourhood Plan Update
To consider Member Support. New people were needed to join the team to
continue with the plan

It was ClIr Rose’s personal opinion that every Clir should have an area of
interest and responsibility and this would need to be discussed at the next
meeting. Alongside the neighbourhood plan, there was the flood risk
development plan which Joseph Irwin and Darren Hubbard were working on.
The PC wished for them to continue and a volunteer amongst the Clirs was
needed to join them. ClIr Attrill advised she would be interested in this.

March 2025 Update — Following the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting
contact was made to our Local Planning Authority, Buckinghamshire Council
(Rachel Riach & Ella) and from this they asked for us to have a catch up
meeting with them as they wanted to discuss why the changes to our
Neighbourhood Plan. Clir Sue Severn and | attended this call and we explained
where we were, advice received from our retained planning consultant and the
need for further review should we proceed with the SEA. Rachel is going to be
speaking with a colleague of hers as we are concerned about the division of
some of the land parcels and once we hear back | will make contact with you
with an update. Ishaq Khan from AECOM has agreed to put our support on hold
until we hear from Buckinghamshire Council.

Local Flood Risk Development Update

As reported at the January 2025 Parish Council meeting an initial meeting has
now taken place and consisted of Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, Mary
Singleton and Noreen Shardlow. Joseph has very kindly agreed to undertake
putting together a draft document to be presented to the team and also the
Parish Council in due course. The team will also be reaching out to various
agencies/stakeholders and using historical documentation for the drafting of this
plan.

Joseph Irwin has provided an editorial for the Village View Summer 2025 Edition
which will be distributed later in the month.

Finance & Administration

To agree the payment schedule for May 2025
1. The payment schedule for May 2025 was agreed.
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Payment Schedule May-25
Payment
Method (if Chq
Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amour provide Number) C
Mobile Mini 7003612611|R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS
lan Whittome 28th April 2025|Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS
3713-3715 &|Litter, R&M, Grass &

CLC Grounds Maintenance 3741Allotments £2,122.70 £0.00 £2,122.70 BACS Grass, R&M, Litter & Allotments
Michelle Jackson May-25|Assistant Clerk £315.44 £0.00 £315.44 BACS
Noreen Shardlow May-25|Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,102.29 £0.00 £2,102.29 BACS
HMRC May-25|PAYE & NI £763.01 £0.00 £763.01 BACS
G. M. Hall & Co 786 May 2025 [PAYE £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS
Noreen Shardlow Hall Managen] May-25|Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS
British Gas 600026660 |Gas Supply Village Hall £109.81 £5.49 £115.30 Direct Debit
DJL Services May-25|Land £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 BACS No invoice at time of preparing schedule
Castle Water 10005867727 |Water Supply Allotments £19.35 £0.00 £19.35 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38|Gatehouse Electricity £33.97 £1.70 £35.67 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9ADEC| Electricity Supply V. Hall £54.14 £271 £56.85 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF|Electricity Bandstand £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 Direct Debit No invoice at time of preparing schedule
Buckinghamshire Council 2209023863 |Land & Hall Bins £127.70 £0.00 £127.70 Direct Debit

Dog Waste Bin
Shield Dog Waste Services 8841 Collections £238.34 £47.67 £286.01 BACS
Bridget Knight FSLCC WAT 25[Internal Auditor £280.00 £0.00 £280.00 BACS

Annual Play Safety
RoSPA Play Safety 87935|Inspec. £92.00 £18.40 £110.40 BACS

Office Phone, Hall Phone Includes Office Phone, Hall Phone & Hall
British Telecom SM5026 0908 |& WIFI £288.64 £57.73 £346.37 Direct Debit Wifi.

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Routine Payments Total £7,345.99 £145.42 £7.491.41
Non Routine Payment
Village View Printing Cost Village View Printing £822.45 £0.00 £822.45
Rachel Seago Village View Graphic Desi £925.00 £0.00 £925.00
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Non Routine Payments Total £1,747.45 £0.00 £1,747.45
Total £9,093.44 £145.42 £9,238.86

ClIr Signature: Date Approved:

ClIr Signature: Date Approved:

To agree the accounts to the end of April 2025 - The Clerk had previously
circulated the accounts to the end of April 2025, which were approved.

To confirm the Council have agreed the Annual Governance Statement - It was
confirmed that the Council have agreed the Annual Governance Statements,
which were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

To confirm the Council have agreed the Accounting Statements — It was
confirmed that the Council have agreed the Accounting Statements, which were
signed by the Clerk prior to the meeting and signed by the Chairman at the
meeting.

To confirm receipt of Internal Auditor Report — It was confirmed that the Council
have received the Internal Audit Report and noted the contents.

Confirmation of the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights — a period
in which anyone has the right to inspect the records — Tuesday 3 June 2025 to
Monday 14 July 2025

To renew the following Parish Council Policies:

* Standing Orders (including Risk Assessment) — ClIr Rose suggested
changing the period of office of the Chairman at a future date. He
welcomed suggestions from the Clirs and the public. He also wished to
increase the number of ClIrs on the PC. A discussion would then be held
in public to agree a change.

* Financial & Procurement Regulations

e Communications Policy

* Asset Register

* Memorial Policy

All the above policies were reviewed and agreed in their current form.

8. General Power of Competence — To resolve the Parish Councils criteria for
eligibility

1. Elected Councillors
At the precise moment that the council resolves that it meets the criteria, the
number of councillors elected at the last ordinary election, or at a subsequent by-
election, must equal or exceed two thirds of its total number of councillors.
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Elected councillors include all councillors who stood for election (including at a by-
election) whether or not the election was contested. Co-opted or appointed
councillors do not count as they are not elected.

The total number of councillors means the number of seats on the council including
those that might be vacant. If two thirds is not a whole number, then it must be
rounded up to the next whole number. For example, if the number of councillors in
total is 8 and two thirds is approximately 5.3, then the number of councillors that
must be elected is 6. For Watermead a total of five Clirs elected is required.

2. A Qualified Clerk

The clerk must hold at least one of the sector-specific qualifications and should
have completed the relevant training designed as part of the National Training
Strategy for local councils. From April 2012, this training is undertaken as part of a
clerk’s preparation for one of the recognised sector-specific qualifications. Where a
clerk studied for one of these qualifications before April 2012, they undertake the
relevant training and must pass Section 7 in Isolation Module in order to be fully
qualified for the purposes of the GPC.

The recognised sector-specific qualifications are:

1. The Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) awarded by Ascentis (or
previously by Monitoring and Verification Board or the AQA). If the CiLCA certificate
was awarded pre 2012, you must also hold GPC Section 7 in Isolation Module
certificate. To confirm the Clerk’s qualification was gained May 2013.

2. Or one of the following higher education qualifications awarded by the University
of Gloucestershire or its predecessor institutions, namely:

* The Certificate of Higher Education in Local Council Administration

* The first level of the Foundation Degree in Community Engagement

* The Certificate of Higher Education in Local Policy and Governance (the
Level Four course)

* Any equivalent successor qualification

The Parish Council & Clerk confirmed eligibility.
Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations

To update on Land Registry Matters

Since the meeting of the Parish Council, Burgess Salmon have made contact to
request contact details for all those who are affected by the transaction (BM18800).
Below is copy communication that have been hand delivered to 12 properties.

Copy of communication sent - 29" April 2025

Land at Watermead, Aylesbury (comprised within former freehold title number
BM188000)

Companies: Royco Leisure Parks Limited and Watermead Villas Limited
(Dissolved)

We are writing concerning areas of land shown coloured green on the attached
plans ("the Property"). This land was formerly owned by Royco Leisure Parks
Limited and Watermead Villas Limited.

When the Companies were dissolved the Property passed as bona vacantia to the
Treasury Solicitor who then disclaimed his interest with the consequence that the
freehold estate in the property may now be subject to escheat (1) to the Crown
under common law. We have recently been in correspondence with Burges Salmon
LLP which firm acts for The Crown Estate in relation to such matters.

In accordance with long-standing legal advice, The Crown Estate does not propose
to take any action which might be construed as an act of management, ownership
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or possession with regard to this Property since to do so may incur upon its
liabilities with which the Property is or may become encumbered. Notwithstanding
the above, a sale of such interest as The Crown Estate may have in the Property to
an appropriate person or body is not out of the question.

As per our hand delivered communication of November 2021, we have progressed
this transaction with The Crown Estate with a view to acquiring the Property. As an
area of the land is near to or within your boundary | write to seek your permission
for Watermead Parish Council to pass your name and address onto Burgess
Salmon LLP, this may enable them to include you within a transfer.

Please reply to this communication by email with your permission and should you
require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Noreen Shardlow CiLCA
Parish Clerk & RFO
Watermead Parish Council

.:. MapSearch Snapshot
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The Clerk reported that only 6 responses have been received so far and would send
a further communication.

Community Planting Project Update & Tree Request for Mr Stevens

A report had been circulated to all Clirs. Marcia Lang advised that the project had
moved on very quickly since February when she first asked for permission. Many
people have got involved offering help, sponsoring trees, giving cuttings, making
beds. Susan Clowe was writing to everyone that had showed an interest. There
were 3 different areas; sponsoring a tree, offers of manual help and donating plants.
A calendar of works was planned for the year. Some land had already been cleared
for wild flower seeds. Marcia was in the process of opening a bank account but
asked if the PC would be willing to hold the monies raised for Mr Stevens until the
account was open. The Clerk’s only concern was that as the Group was a third
party to the PC’s bank account, if anything were to happen to the bank, the monies
would not be protected. Marcia understood the risk but was happy to proceed. The
Parish Council agreed to hold the funds. The Chairman thanked Marcia Lang for all
she was doing on this project.
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To update of Land and Routine Land Work

Watermead Piscatorials - The Parish Council had been approached by the
developer of a neighbouring Parish, Kingsbrook, to see if we would like to add more
fish to the small lake. Prior to this being discussed by the Council, we reached out
to the Watermead Piscatorials to see if this would be of interest to them. They have
confirmed this is of interest and if the Parish Council are happy to agree this they
would like to determine the types of fish and the process of moving. A site visit had
been carried out and a follow up meeting with the EA Fisheries Department took
place Tuesday 25" March 2025 and have advised as follows. The guidance
received from the Environment Agency is now with the Developer of Kingsbrook
and once conditions/timings permit they will start the process.

Routine Land Works
Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps due to commence.

Benches in Balloon Field

Benches in the balloon field facing the lake get wet and muddy during winter
months. Concrete bases had been discussed in the past and the Clerk would
remind Dave Lucas.

Outdoor Gym Seating Areas

May 2025 - Quotations are still being sought for the removal of the seating areas.
The Clerk was currently awaiting two further quotations from Martin Nolan and John
Bitmead.

Marcia Lang to provide the Clerk with contact details for Robin who may be able to
assist with the work required.

Colette O’'Brien asked if the PC was employing somebody, did it have to get 3
quotes for open and transparency. The Clerk confirmed that this is what she was
doing. She had one and was trying to obtain a further 2. The Chairman added that
the PC’s standing orders state that 3 quotes are required for anything over £3k but
that the PC was pursuing a policy of 3 quotes anyway.

Proludic who originally installed all the equipment at the Outdoor Gym have been
successful in sourcing the items needed to repair the seating areas and have
advised as follows:

Please see attached quotation as well as the below message from our Aftersales.

The parts are priced heavily as the unit has been discontinued for more than 10
years. | have priced to replace the damaged missing parts, although should they
wish to replace all the tabletops, the cost would be almost another £1000. | haven'’t
included the oval tabletop for the bench unit as | think they could sand and varnish,
for your reference the cost of this is £876.24 excluding VAT and delivery. | would
have thought it would be more cost effective to buy new ones from another supplier.
Cost for all damaged items £1804.86

To update on Allotments
No update.

To report on Village View

Clir P Carlin-Page commented that he thought the Village View was excellent and
beyond what he expected. The Clerk confirmed that the expected income was £8k.
Mary Singleton had advised she would like to continue with producing the Village
View. Colette O’Brien commented that the PC should be thinking about
sustainability and not printing on paper when things can be done online. Debbie
Clarke commented that people possibly wouldn’t read it if it was online. Colette
O’Brien thought many didn’t read it anyway and added that her copy went straight
into the recycling bin. Many disagreed with her comment that many people don’t
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read it. Clir Anderson added that if it is on paper it is accessible to everyone.
Colette commented that she would prefer not to receive a copy and that the PC
should consider ways to become carbon neutral. Clir Attrill wished to recognise the
advertisers in the magazine as she liked using local businesses. Marcia Lang
commented that she thought the issues and articles in the Village View needed to
be more local. Debbie Clarke commented that there used to be a letters page and it
was nice to have people’s comments on Watermead included. Clir Rose
commented that it was hoped, with Clir Bolt’'s help, to make the website more
interactive and open it up as a means of communication. ClIr Bolt commented that
it could be that people can opt out of having a physical copy of the Village View and
view on the website instead.

The Clerk reported that the Summer issue of the Village View is now at the printers
and would be circulated in time for Larks by the Lake.

To report on Village Hall

April 2025 - A communication has been received from Land Registry to confirm our
application to update the address on all Parish Council owned land. COG1
application is now complete but we have to complete ID2, which they have
provided. January 2025 we reported that a communication was received from
Compton Property Services with regard to the Freehold. Contact was made with
Land Registry as the letter was sent to the former Clerk. We are now in the process
of updating the addresses that they hold for the Parish Council. We have
completed the forms for all Parish Council title deeds and have updated them to the
Village Hall address. Contact has been made with Compton Property Services to
advise. The forms and required photo identification is now with Land Registry and
we are waiting to hear back.

To update of Transport/Highways

Hanging baskets — As per emails between meetings a survey will take place early to
mid May. Installation of hanging baskets will be June 2025 and the hanging basket
provider, Window Flowers will install the new brackets if the survey results permit.

Florence Nightingale Open Gardens
Sally Allen has agreed to organise the Open Gardens again this year and the date
Sally has set is Sunday 6" July 2025.

Watermead Events Committee Update Larks by the Lake 2025
Event Management Plan & Posters circulated via email. The event would take
place on Sunday 25" May.

Date of next meeting

Wednesday 21 May — Annual Parish Meeting

19 June, 17 July, 18 September, 16 October, 20 November, 18 December (Budget
meeting) 15 January 2026, 19 February 2026, 19 March 2026, 16 April 2026

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.32pm and
thanked people for their attendance.
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