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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
  

Thursday 16 July 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr E Rose (Chair), Cllr J Bolt, Cllr A Attrill, Cllr P Carlin-Page, Cllr Y Carlin-Page, Cllr C Anderson  

Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 
plus approximately 25 members of the public 

 
25.25 Apologies  
 BC Cllr Chirag Chotai  
   
25.26 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – none.  
   
25.27 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property 

There was no attendance from Thames Valley Police. However a letter had 
been received  from Mr Nigel Woy and concerns had also been expressed on 
social media regarding a recent incident involving a man behaving 
inappropriately towards children on Buckingham Park. Police had subsequently 
arrested a man said to reside in Watermead. No further details had been given 
but residents had linked the arrest to recent police attendance at the former 
Best Western hotel on Watermead. Concerns had also been expressed 
regarding the nature of those currently accommodated at the hotel with 
speculation that they were illegal migrants. 
 
Cllr Rose said that currently there was no confirmation as to whether or not the 
man arrested is a resident at the hotel. However he had requested a meeting 
with the management of the hotel who had referred him to Buckinghamshire 
Council. 
 
The Clerk had been in contact with the police who had agreed to a meeting in 
the near future. For Buckinghamshire Council both Councillors Cameron 
Anderson and Chirag Chotai both had been in contact with the relevant officer 
who have given an assurance that the hotel is only being used to accommodate 
homeless people from the locality. 
 
Cllr Rose concluded by saying that it was hoped to have a meeting in the near 
future involving Police, the Buckinghamshire Councillors and a representative of 
the Parish Council. 

 

   
25.28 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 Russell Jarvis, Kestrel Way, reported on the individuals who had been 
wandering around Watermead up to no good early this morning.  A resident had 
put in a police report of someone trying to gain access to their property via the 
front door.   He checked his own security cameras and discovered that they had 
walked past his house around 430am. They did not come on to his property but 
did go on his neighbour’s properties. The police had driven down Kestrel Way 
half an hour prior.  He added that he had joined neighbourhood watch some 
time ago but does not hear very much from it.  He asked if the PC could get 
involved and get things better organised. There is a WhatsApp group for 
Watermead and Facebook and he wondered if this would be a way of getting 
information across. 
 
Darren Hubbard reported that he had posted lots of information on Facebook 
and all the feeds received by him from Neighbourhood Watch (Val McPherson) 
were forwarded on to the Facebook page.  He had also checked his cameras 
and the police drove past his house within 10 minutes of the attempted break in 
at Lark Vale.  It appears they patrolled the whole of Watermead. Looking at the 
images, it looks like there were 2 groups of people. Darren reiterated the 
importance of reporting incidents. The more that is reported the more police 
attendance there would be in Watermead   
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It was great that someone had posted so soon on Facebook as it meant that he 
could then check his camera straight away.  He urged people to invest in 
security cameras.  Mary Singleton would be including a feature in the Village 
View which would include Darren’s contact details in case more information was 
needed. 
 
Russell Jarvis reported on his security camera which links up to wifi so it was 
relatively easy to install.  Darren suggested organising a group to go and fit 
them for parishioners if they needed assistance. 
 
Cllr Anderson thanked Darren for what he was doing  and commented that 
whilst no one wants to have to worry about creating security features for their  
house in order to feel safe, if we all get together and listen to the advice from the 
neighbourhood watch and Darren, we can make Watermead an even safer 
place to live. 
 
Cllr Anderson and his colleagues drive around at night on high crime nights of 
the week, Friday/Saturday nights, and they have been responsible for half a 
dozen arrests in the last year. 
 
Cllr P Carlin-Page asked Darren if he had found there had been an increase in 
activity.  Darren responded that people were now more aware as there are more 
cameras and when there has been an attempt they can see on their cameras 
and share the information with others.  Cllr Attrill commented that sometimes 
people up to no good go round at night in hi viz to give the impression they are 
working on something in the area. 
 
Greg Smith commented on encroaching vegetation on paths and how it could 
be enforced.  The Clerk reported that there were some issues with private 
properties currently.  A polite letter is sent and 80% of the time the letter is 
ignored. The next step is to go through devolved services officer, Zoe Ford, and 
they will step in.  The Clerk would be taking photos of the problem areas and 
reporting to devolved services.  Darren Hubbard asked if it was because the 
householder’s were unable to do the work and could they be offered help?  The 
Clerk responded that the first letter issued is very polite and if help was needed, 
to ask. 
 
Trevor Jones added that it poses a real danger for those using mobility scooters 
or wheelchairs. 
 
Russell Jarvis commented that the cycle route off of Watermead used to be 
really narrow and although it had taken some time, the overgrowth and the 
undergrowth had eventually been cut back. 
 
Trevor Jones wished to discuss the state of the path beyond the walkway to the 
woodland area which has deteriorated quite badly over the past 3 or 4 months.  
It was becoming a liability for people who are unsteady on their feet.  If 
something is not done to address the issue, the path is very quickly going to 
deteriorate and become as bad as before or it will end up being closed.  Cllr 
Rose commented that the PC were getting estimates for the worst part of the 
path but it would be very expensive.  More filler and a whacker plate was 
needed.  Cllr P Carlin-Page suggested having this as a separate agenda item 
for discussion. 
 
Trevor Jones commented that he is a member of the local access forum with BC 
and he would be happy to take any footpath issues forward.   
 
Joe Hylton Hawfinch, lives with his wife Kathryn advised that they were 
volunteers with the Aylesbury Wombles.  He wished to raise an issue with the 
litter left behind after the Romanian festival has taken place on Watermead and 
along the road.   Could they be asked to clear up properly after their event.  It 
was not left in a mess after the circus or the funfair. Cllr Rose replied that 
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unfortunately the PC does not own that piece of land and all the PC can do is 
make communication with the land owner. 
 
Cllr Anderson said this could come under the act of fly tipping as well. 
Nigel Woy commented on the car parking and the chaos along the spine road.  
Marcia Lang was in agreement.  Cllr P Carlin-Page added that there seemed to 
be more and more parking on the grass verges.  Marica Lang said there should 
be double yellow lines along the road.  Cllr Rose confirmed the PC would make 
representation to the land owner and to the police and highways department. 
 
Russell Jarvis asked if it was difficult or expensive to get double yellow lines.  
The Clerk confirmed it was both.  A survey would have to be undertaken by BC 
and the last time this had been looked at, it had been in the region of £10k. 
 
Russell Jarvis asked about the sentinel equipment.  Cllr Rose reported that the 
Clerk had investigated this.  The last time it had been used was more than 3 
years ago.  We were told at that time that a battery was unavailable for it.  The 
former Chairman had been managing the equipment as she was also the former 
Clerk for Berryfields and the equipment had been shared with Berryfields.  
Berryfields are also unable to locate it.  The Clerk was continuing to investigate. 
 
Nigel Woy commented that parking on the road  was becoming more a problem.  
There are cars parked opposite Chaffinch and if there was a flow of traffic into 
Ayleswater from the mini roundabout, it was difficult to get out in a reasonable 
gap without going on the wrong side of the road.  It was suggested including in 
the Village View. 
 
Trevor Jones commented that Watermead is beginning to look a little tired and 
suggesting setting up 1 or 2 working groups who would work on a monthly 
cycle, group A and group B alternating months, going out for half a day and 
gradually trying to clean up where we live, extending into the woodland. The 
fenced area of the copse has so much dead wood in it, it is now an eyesore.  It 
would generate a better feeling with people taking more pride in where we live.  
Could the PC organise the mechanics of reaching out to people and help to set 
it up, funding for tools and equipment.  Month by month management to then be 
taken on by the volunteer team.  Cllr Rose agreed that the PC would consider 
his proposal.  He added that we do have an annual visit from the Vale 
Countryside Volunteers and each time they come a request has gone out for 
members of the community to join then.  The team provide the tools and 
guidance.  Very few resident volunteers have been available as this tends to be 
a weekday. 
 
Darren Hubbard commented that we have so many skilled tradesmen on 
Watermead.  As an example when trees have fallen people are straight out to 
help clear the road.  He believed it was just a case of getting together and once 
a few start, many more would join.  This has been the case with Marcia Lang’s 
Plant me Pretty initiative.  He added he was able to get a whacker plate if the 
PC was able to get the materials needed to repair the path around the big lake.  
Russell Jarvis added that the timber on the new bridge will at some time will 
need treating and was happy to get involved. 
 
Getting volunteers in would be very cost effective for the parish council. 
Cllr Anderson commented that the best way to fix a problem was to take action.  
He was happy to lead if a group could be put together and would look into and 
take advice from BC.  He offered to put something on Facebook and set up a 
WhatsApp group to get things going. 
 
Thanks were given to Marcia Lang for starting the Plant me Pretty initiative. 

   
Council Meeting  

   
25.29 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 19th June 2025  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
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25.30 Planning Matters  

 1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted  
 
2. 25/01916/APP 73 Lark Vale Watermead – Householder application for 
garage conversion – it was proposed and agreed to support the application.  

 

   
25.31 Neighbourhood Plan Update  
 A meeting has been pencilled in to meet with Rachel Riach & Ella Wood, the 

neighbourhood plan team at Buckinghamshire Council for Wednesday 13 
August at 2.30pm.  

 

   
25.32 Flood Risk Development Plan  
 Following the most recent meeting of the group (Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, 

Cllr Attrill & the Clerk) a draft plan is now prepared by Joseph Irwin.  Draft plan 
to be circulated via email. 
 
Cllr Rose declared an interest as his house is one of those facing directly onto 
the lake and every year the front lawn gets flooded half way up.   
One body not mentioned in Joseph’s report is the Environment Agency who 
control the water coming down the River Thame into the lake.  It had been 
reported by a resident that the lake had in the past been dredged to allow the 
lake to be deeper. 
 
Trevor Jones asked if the outflow channel had been checked as whenever the 
lake is full, the rate at which it falls is very slow.  Joseph Irwin advised that there 
is debris and the lake floods in different ways to how it did 10 years ago. 
Russell Jarvis advised that he used to live on a farm beside the River Thame 
and has an interest in it.  He now lives on Watermead and with his offroad 
cycling he regularly cycles the canal.  A few years ago someone had posted a 
report on the Watermead Facebook group which he looked into.  The River 
Thame can receive a lot of water from the canal which comes from the 
reservoirs.  This could be a source of significant inflow to the Thame. 
Joseph Irwin advised that his son works on the canal and the spur is temporarily 
being closed on the Aylesbury Arm. 
 
NALC/ACRE Flooding Survey – To determine who will respond, the Parish 
Council or the Flood Risk Development Plan Team. 

 

   
25.33 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for July 2025 
1. The payment schedule for July 2025 was agreed. 
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2. To agree the accounts to the end of June 2025 - The Clerk had previously 
circulated the accounts to the end of June 2025, which were approved.   
 

3. Notice of Parish Council Vacancy Update 
To confirm that Buckinghamshire Council have received the required number of 
requests from electors to trigger a by election for the casual vacancy at 
Watermead Parish Council dated 16 May 2025. The date of poll has been set 
for Thursday 17 July 2025.  All hall users for this date have been notified that 
they will not be able to use the hall on this day and the July meeting of 
Watermead Parish Council will now take place (as agreed) Wednesday 16th July 
2025. 
 

4. Cllr Training Opportunities 
 
BMKALC Bespoke Councillor Induction 
 
The recent Super Saturday Cllr Induction mornings for the limited number of spaces 
we managed to be allocated were very informative and I feel really enjoyed by those 
who attended.  Unfortunately we were not able to secure enough spaces (only two 
per session allocated) and it would have been of great benefit if more dates were 
planned.   
 
I have been in contact with Mel/Lorraine of BMKALC with regard to future inductions 
and they are now offering bespoke inductions for individual councils.   
 
We have received a provisional date and the costing for this to be held at the 
Mezzanine Rooms at County Hall, £420.00.  This evening of course would be open 
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to all Cllrs to attend (including the three Cllrs who previously attended), as this will 
be more bespoke to our Parish.  I have asked Lorraine to hold the date as these 
evenings are proving to be very popular.  This will of course be an agenda item to 
approve but just want to get the information circulated to you as soon as possible.   
 
Digital Tools – James Bolt Signed Up 
Planning Training – Annelise Attrill Signed Up  
 
It was agreed that the Clerk should ask if the course could be conducted by zoom 
instead of at County Hall which would be a cost saving. 
 
5. Correspondence received from Mr G. Thomas  
Mr Glyn Thomas who had been Watermead Parish Clerk until December 2012 had 
submitted a letter raising concerns about 3 issues. 
 

1. At the end of 2012 the Parish Council had been given first refusal  on 
purchase of the freehold of the Piazza and surrounding properties by the 
former owner Mr Lewis but had not taken up the offer. 

2. The developers of Buckingham Park had given money to create a Pegasus 
crossing on the A 413 between Buckingham Park and Watermead and 
further funding had been made available in 2013 for extending for extending 
footpaths across Watermead to neighbouring Parishes but the Parish 
council had rejected the scheme. 

3. The  former Chairman and Vice chairman and the Clerk had been 
employed and paid by Kingsbrook Parish Council. Mr Thomas believed that 
there should have been a moral obligation to pay monies received for their 
services into the Parish Council particularly as Kingsbrook Parish council 
had been allowed to use Watermead Parish Hall as their official address. 

 
Cllr Rose reported that that the first two matters were historic and he did not believe 
that it would be possible to alter what had happened in the past. 
 
Two of the former Watermead Parish Councillors and the Clerk were engaged to 
help Kingsbrook Parish Council which had some major problems. The former 
Chairman of Watermead, is herself  a qualified Clerk and currently is the Town 
Clerk for Berkhamsted. The  former Vice Chairman was legally qualified. Neither 
were employees of the Parish Council and  therefore they were entitled to work in 
their own time and charge a fee providing their current employers did not object. In 
addition, Watermead PC Clerk was recruited to be the Acting Responsible Finance 
Officer as she has been handling PC finances for many years. She is employed by 
Watermead PC part time and she is entitled to do what she chooses in her own 
time. The point raised by Glyn Thomas in his letter was that the village hall address 
had been used as the address for Kingsbrook Parish Council. Cllr Rose had 
discussed this with the Clerk and is satisfied that at the time she was trying to open 
a bank account on behalf of Kingsbrook, she had to give an address but Kingsbrook 
PC had no office. As the Clerk and Watermead Parish Hall address are already 
known to the bank she gave that address as a temporary measure. There was no 
cost to the PC and we have not received a fee for allowing use of the village hall 
address.  Kingsbrook in due course will have its own Parish Clerk and will very 
shortly have its own office. This matter has already been discussed amongst Cllrs 
and the Clerk and asked if anyone wanted to raise anything further on that matter. 
He then proposed to close the matter. Cllr P Carlin-Page proposed that the PC 
acknowledge receipt of the letter and that no further action be taken. Cllr Attrill 
seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed. 
 
6. Communications Policy  
 
To discuss the circulation of emails to Cllrs and information emails received from 
various stakeholders/governing organisations.  
 
Cllr Rose proposed that a working party meeting be held in place of the August 
meeting and discuss proposals for how we modify communications.  Cllr Bolt has 
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also been working on the website to make it more interactive and more information 
for members of the public. 
  
7. Community Boards Update 
 
The new Community Boards are now formed and a meeting has now been 
scheduled with Alice Williams for Thursday 31st July 2025.  Cllr Rose and the Clerk 
to attend and anyone else was welcome to join.  The purpose for this meeting are to 
identify the boards priorities for the year, what is important to our residents, are 
there any gaps in provisions within our ward area, are there any existing provisions 
that could be enhanced and intel on existing local community groups / 
organisations.  

   
25.34 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 Communications received from Watermead Lakeside Residents Association  
 1. Communications received from Denis Cassago – Cllr Anderson to update since 

last meeting 
 
The PC had discussed this at length at the last meeting and it did not feel there was 
a huge amount it could do as it does not own the land.  Cllr Anderson had taken this 
up with the Buckinghamshire Council.  Because the piazza is not Buckinghamshire 
Council land they cannot enforce anything pest control related as its not in their 
jurisdiction.  They won’t put up a PSPO because that would be prevent children 
feeding ducks.  The PC could put up signage discouraging people not to feed the 
wildlife but would this be in the interests of the public, residents and people visiting 
Watermead.  In terms of communication regarding pest control, the next step would 
be to contact Comptons to see if there is any way we can work together and maybe 
BC could support WPC.  It was also hoped that the Watermead Inn would be able to 
help with work on the bandstand as a prevention.  Cllr Anderson would escalate the 
issue and provide an update as soon as possible. 
 
Cllr Attrill reported that pigeons are a protected species and the issue needs to be 
dealt with properly and legally. 

 

   
2 Community Planting Project Update   
 A meeting has now been scheduled to meet with Alan Josè of Westerleigh 

Crematoria to discuss the Blossom Walk. Wednesday 13th August 2025.   
 
Marcia Lang expressed her concern about the plants that were damaged. 

 

   
3 3. Mr. Stevens Memorial Bench Request M. Schembri – Cllr Y Carlin-Page  
 Cllr Y Carlin-Page has been approached by Maria Schembri about a memorial 

bench for Mr Stevens as he had been a well loved member of the community.  Mr 
Stevens was a war veteran and it was thought appropriate to have a bench cited by 
the memorial garden.  The bench would be funded by residents of Watermead. 
 
Marcia Lang commented that there may be money left over from the funds raised 
for the memorial tree for Mr Stevens which could be used for the bench. 
 
Darren Hubbard suggested organising a Community GoFundMe so that residents 
could make contributions for things such as this. 
 
Trevor Jones commented on the double bins being used for dog waste near the 
memorial garden.  Cllr Rose responded that although there are dog bins there is still 
a large number of people who use the litter bins to dispose of dog waste. 

 

   
4 Update Watermead Piscatorials  
 A meeting to take place between the Watermead Piscatorials and the Parish 

Council to prepare a new draft agreement.   
 

   
5 To update of Land Registry Matters  
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 14th July 2025 - I am pleased to confirm that Holly Charnia of Burges Salmon has 
now made contact via email and the responses received to our communication of 
29th April 2025 has now been sent.  They will advise of next steps in due course.   

 

   
6 To update of Land and Routine Land Work  
 Seating Ground Conditions  

 
Options provided by D. Lucas for the seating ground conditions.  
  
Concrete possibly coloured this has the one problem of ground movement 
causing a possible trip hazard cost est. £150 per unit 
 
Rubber mulch wet pour in green safe semi permanent expensive at a cost est. 
£300 per unit. 
 
Topsoil compacted with grass seed, natural appearance, will erode after some 
time the seed has a reasonable chance of germination est. £75 per unit 
 
It was agreed to defer until the next meeting so that Cllrs could fully consider the 
options. 
 
Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps due to commence. 
 
Outdoor Gym Quotation received from John Bitmead 
 
3 sheets anti-slip Phenolic coated plywood £750.00 
92 M10 coach bolts, nuts and cover caps £100.00 
42 countersunk M10 bolts and nuts & covers £45.00 
Labour £900.00 
2 Rounding over cutters £50.00 
 
Total £1845.00 
 
Quotation from D. Lucas & R. Hurrell  
 
The seats and tops all require replacement albeit some are still serviceable the 
longevity is questionable and the aesthetics would suffer were we to attempt a 
match. To remove the current frame-work would cost in the region of £2000 due 
to the removal of concrete and making good. Replacement plastic picnic tables 
cost between £500 to £900 each plus assembly and fitting. 
 
To remove existing woodwork and repair metal framework. Cut all new 
woodwork in 25mm marine ply supply all hardware.  
Fit and finish.  
 
Would cost £2400 
 
Following receipt of these prices John Bitmead has subsequently advised he will 
provide a quotation using a marine ply, which will be a cheaper option for the Parish 
Council.  
 
Proludic who originally installed all the equipment at the Outdoor Gym have been 
successful in sourcing the items needed to repair the seating areas and have 
advised as follows: 
 
Please see attached quotation as well as the below message from our Aftersales.  
 
The parts are priced heavily as the unit has been discontinued for more than 10 
years.  I have priced to replace the damaged missing parts, although should they 
wish to replace all the tabletops, the cost would be almost another £1000.  I haven’t 
included the oval tabletop for the bench unit as I think they could sand and varnish, 
for your reference the cost of this is £876.24 excluding VAT and delivery. I would 
have thought it would be more cost effective to buy new ones from another supplier. 
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Cost for all damaged items £1804.86 not including installation. 
It was agreed to defer making a decision until the revised second quote had been 
received.  Cllr P Carlin-Page offered to look into make an application to the National 
Lottery Funding and enhance the area. 
 
Large Lake Walkway Path  
Waiting confirmed costings from John Bitmead & D. Lucas  

   
7 To update on Allotments  
 The Clerk would be making a site visit to the allotments on Friday.  
   
8 To report on Village View  
 The deadline for contribution was the 26th July 2025.  Cllrs were reminded to submit 

their photographs and bio. 
 

   
9 To report on Village Hall to include: Village Hall Signage Request   
 Signage had now been installed.  
   
10 To update of Transport/Highways to include: 

Update of Community Speed Watch/Sentinel Equipment – discussed during the 
Open Forum.  Failing to locate the equipment, Cllr Rose proposed looking for 
funding to purchase another device. 
Cllr Bolt asked what action could  be taken if vehicles are recorded speeding.  Cllr 
Rose replied that the information is shared with the police and if they get 3 reports 
of the same vehicle they write to the owner of the vehicle issuing a warning. 

 

   
11 Florence Nightingale Open Gardens  
 Cllr Rose reported that it had been a splendid occasion and the weather had held.  

Thanks were given to Sally Allen and to those who gave up their gardens for the day. 
 

   
12 Watermead Events Committee Update Larks by the Lake 2025 & plans for the 

Watermead Film Night 2025 
 

 Larks had been another splendid event and had been very well organised. 
The Film Event is scheduled for 30th August 2025 in the afternoon.  A new screen 
which can be seen in daylight has been acquired.  The two films would be Paddington 
in Peru and Top Gun Maverick. 

 

   
13 Annual Parish Council Events including Remembrance Day & Carol Concert  
 Remembrance Day 

Some years ago a small garden and a memorial was established on Watermead and 
a small number of people have gathered around the memorial each year to observe 
the minutes silence.   
 
Cllr Rose has always attended the commemorative event in Market Square but was 
happy for anyone to continue gathering at the memorial garden if they so wished. 
 
Carol Concert 
The cost of the Carol Concert was discussed and whether to continue with it this year.  
Cllr Y Carlin-Page commented that it is marvellous for community spirit and proposed 
that it should continue.  Cllr P Carlin-Page seconded the motion and it was 
unanimously agreed to continue with the event.  

 

   
25.35 Date of next meeting  
 18 September, 16 October, 20 November, 4 December (Budget meeting) 15 

January 2026, 19 February 2026, 19 March 2026, 16 April 2026 
 

   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.04pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

 
 


