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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 16 October 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr E Rose (Chairman), Cllr J Bolt (Vice Chairman), Cllr A Attrill, 

Cllr P Carlin-Page, Cllr Y Carlin-Page, Cllr D Hubbard  
Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 

plus approximately 20 members of the public 
 

25.48 Apologies  
 Cllr C Anderson  
   
25.49 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – Cllr P 

Carlin-Page and Cllr Y Carlin-Page regarding agenda item 25.57.5. 
 

   
25.50 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 No report received.  
   
25.51 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 Residents raised the following issues/concerns: 
 

• The revised application for the proposed development at Kestrel Way 
• Meeting with the Allotment Garden Society and the possibility of 

erecting fencing around the site. 
• Communications from the WLRA and other businesses 
• Plant me Pretty bulb planting to take place on Sunday 19th October from 

12pm 
• Dog Fouling on pavements 

 

   
Council Meeting  

   
25.52 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 18th September 

2025 
 

 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
25.53 Planning Matters  

 1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted  
 

24/03819/AOP Kestrel Way  
 
Cllr Rose commented that during the open forum it had been said that the PC 
had done nothing since the last meeting.  In fact it had and the matter was 
constantly being discussed by Cllrs.  A reply to enquiries made to Bucks Council 
had been awaited which had taken approximately 10 days. It was agreed to 
contact Buckinghamshire Cllr Chirag Chotai regarding the call-in process. 

 

   
25.54 Neighbourhood Plan Update  
 No update.  
   
25.55 Flood Risk Development Plan  
 A draft communication which was consistent with other Councils had been 

produced. The proposed plan to be placed on the current website pending Cllr 
Bolt’s updates to the new website.   

  

   
25.56 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for October 2025 
1. The payment schedule for October 2025 was agreed. 
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2. To agree the accounts to the end of September 2025 - The Clerk had previously 
circulated the accounts to the end of September 2025, which were approved.   
 

3. Process to increase Parish Councillors 
 

Following the September Parish Council meeting and the feedback received from a 
former Cllr, we checked the minutes from September 2006: 
  
The Clerk reported on Councillor representation for May 2007.  The number of Cllrs 
required (7 or 9) was discussed.  Cllr Gattward proposed the number should be 7.  
Cllr Landy seconded.  A majority vote agreed.  Cllr Shrimpton dissented.  The Clerk 
would contact the Returning Officer. 
 
Cllr Rose proposed that the process be started to increase the number of Cllrs from 
7 to 9.  Cllr Attrill seconded.  All in favour. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk 
 

 4. To consider the change to WPC Standing Orders  
 No feedback had been received regarding limiting the term of office for the 

Chairman.  It was agreed to discuss the new Model Standing Orders and come to a 
future meeting with some proposals.  The Clerk to circulate the Model Standing 
Orders as a reminder. 

 
 

The Clerk 

   
25.57 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 Vale Countryside Volunteering Days  
 The second working day had taken place the previous day.  It was hoped that next 

year more notice would be given of their days of availability so that members of the 
community could be recruited.  Cllr P Carlin-Page commented that they were a 
great bunch of people and had done some fantastic work. 

 

   
2 Community Planting Project Update including Meeting with Westerleigh  
 To take place on Sunday 19th October from 12pm.  
   
3 Memorial Tree Request & Memorial Updates  
 Mr. Stevens Memorial Update   
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Greg Smith who attended our last Parish Council Meeting has now set up a Go 
Fund Me fundraiser for Maria Schembri, to cover the cost of bench and installation. 
At the time of preparing this report a total of £605.00 has been raised.  Cllr Y Carlin-
Page thanked everyone for their contributions.  
  
It was proposed that an existing bench could be re-sited to make space for Mr 
Steven’s bench. It was also suggested the dips in front of the benches to be paved 
at the same time. The Chairman commented that these works need to be done as it 
has been outstanding for three years. Cllr Y Carlin-Page reported that we have now 
sourced the exact bench that is already in situ on the Balloon/Fisherman’s Meadow, 
and the full details have been provided to Maria Schembri. 
 
Cllr Hubbard reported that he and the Clerk had been to the memorial garden and 
there were some trees that needed removal.  Dave Lucas was willing to help 
remove the dead trees and plant Mr Stevens tree.  Cllr Hubbard proposed planting 
the tree within the memorial garden.  Cllr P Carlin-Page seconded.  All in favour.   
 
Sarah Goodridge the daughter of Mr. Stevens, has made contact to request 
permission for some of her father’s ashes to be planted with the Memorial Tree that 
Marcia Lang has raised funds for. This was unanimously agreed. 
 
June Dorr has made contact to request permission for a memorial bench and tree in 
memory of her late husband Mick Dorr.  During initial discussions June Dorr 
confirmed that she would like the bench situated on the green by The Watermead 
Inn.  The Clerk advised June that she will need to make a request to Compton 
Property Management.  
 
June Dorr then advised that she also like to plant a memorial tree.  A close friend of 
her late husband Robin Hurrell has a Redwood tree.  June and Robin will take a 
walk around the lake to provide us with a location that they would like considered by 
the Parish Council.  The Clerk to make contact to ask if an alternative tree could be 
considered due to the potential size of the Redwood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Clerk 

   
4 Crown Estates Land Transfers Update   
 Holly Charania, Chartered Legal Executive of Burgess Salmon had made contact to 

confirm receipt of the communication that we sent to those properties who are 
affected by title deed number BM18800 (copy below).  Confirmation of the 
responses as previously advised have now been resent.  Holly Charania also 
confirmed that she is currently drafting the transfer document for approval, and this 
will be sent to us very shortly.    
 
The Clerk to investigate ownership of the piece of land to the side of Sheree 
Smith’s house 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk 

   
5 Forest School – Land Request  
 A communication had been received from Jade Champagnie from Our Space 

Childcare regarding running a forest school on PC land. 
Cllr Hubbard had safety concerns and did not believe it was the right area for them 
to be having fires etc.  The Chairman commented that we did not have a suitable 
area of woodland.  Cllr P Carlin-Page offered to make contact with the organisers to 
see if there are other suitable ways of cooperation. It was agreed to refuse the 
request. 

 
 
 
 

The Clerk/Cllr 
P Carlin-Page 

   
6 Street Food Vendors – Pitch Request  
 Food Trader – Request 1  - caterer looking to start a high-end coffee trailer 

business on Fridays and weekends. 
Cllr Hubbard was concerned about waste, litter and how it might impact the 
businesses on Watermead.  Cllr Attrill proposed the request should not be granted. 
Cllr P Carlin-Page seconded.  All in favour.  
 
Food Trader – Request 2 - mobile food business – Cllr Hubbard had the same 
concerns as above.  The Chairman commented that we did not have a suitable site 

 
 
 

The Clerk 
 
 

The Clerk 
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for what would be a semi-permanent installation. Cllr Hubbard proposed the request 
should not be granted.  Cllr P Carlin-Page seconded. All in favour. 

   
7 Update Watermead Piscatorial Licence  
 The Chairman and Clerk had met with Officers of the Watermead Piscatorials and 

agreed an update to the licence agreement, which had been previously circulated. It 
was proposed and agreed that this should now be signed. 
 
Cllr Attrill asked if the Piscatorials would consider offering days to encourage young 
people to try fishing.  Martin Mynott commented that they had been considering 
promoting younger anglers and days would be arranged for next year.  Members 
with children can bring them along to fish but they are looking to encourage more 
younger members. 
 
The Chairman reported that during discussions of the updated licence it was 
pointed out that the bridge to the bandstand island remained unstable after being 
lifted by floods.  The roof of the bandstand itself was also unsafe due to the slates.  
It was therefore necessary to close the bridge to members of the public. New signs 
have been ordered.  Members of the Piscatorials would fish from the island at their 
own risk.    

 

   
8 Community Board & Joint Youth Club Provision  
 A letter proposing a Joint Youth Club Initiative had been received from Anthea 

Cass, Clerk of Berryfields Parish Council. It was suggested that children from 
Watermead might be involved but adults from Watermead would also need to be 
involved.   
 
Cllr P Carlin-Page reported on the Community Board meeting he and Cllr Anderson 
had attended.  It was agreed that the Clerk should set up a meeting with Anthea 
Cass to discuss and find out if any children from Watermead currently attend.  Cllr P 
Carlin-Page suggested using the Village View and website to find out if it was 
something the children of Watermead would be interested in  
 
Cllr Bolt had demonstrated the updated website to Cllrs in August.  It was largely 
complete and there would be the ability to survey and people can vote and the 
information be collated.  It was hoped this would improve communication between 
the PC and parishioners.  The Piscatorials and Plant me Pretty to have pages they 
could maintain and update themselves.  The website needed to be made secure 
before it could go live.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Bolt 

   
9 To update of Parish Council Land & Routine Land Work to include:  
 • To update on the Outdoor Gym Area – Cllr P & Cllr Y Carlin-Page – Proludic 

would be ideal for the gym equipment and Caloo would be ideal for the youth 
area.  A survey was needed to see what was wanted by the public.  It was  
hoped to have more information on this for the next meeting.  Funding would 
be the next step.  Ainsley Humphreys to provide details of other companies 
who may be able to quote for play equipment.  
 

• Tree Survey 
September 2025 the Parish Council accepted the quotation received from 
RTM Landscapes to check the safety of trees on Parish Council owned land.  
The survey was booked in, and RTM Landscapes would start their inspections 
to the agreed areas week commencing 13th October 2025.  
 

• Dog Bin Services Update 
Communication received from The Shield Group – it was agreed to accept the 
small price increase. Dog owners/walkers were urged to put their dog poo 
bags in the designated dog poo bins rather than the general litter bins.   
Trevor Jones commented on the increased amount of dog poo not being 
picked up particularly around the lake.  Ainsley Humphreys said the alleyway 
from Lark Vale to Cleveland Park was also particularly bad.  The Clerk to 
investigate enforcement.  The Chair to cover this issue in his Chairman’s View 
in the next issue of the Village View. 
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• Land Volunteers Working Days – Cllr D Hubbard 
As agreed at the September Parish Council Meeting contact was made with 
Mr. & Mrs. Bone to request permission for a group of volunteers to tend to the 
“Welcome to Watermead” sign.  Permission was granted.  

 
Cllr Hubbard had produced a Social Media post asking for volunteers for this 
working group.  Anyone interested in joining this group is to make contact with 
darren.hubbard@watermead-pc.gov.uk.   Cllr Hubbard reported that 20-25 
volunteers had come forward who were willing to help with various projects.  

 
 
 

   
10 To update of Allotments to include: 

 
Daphne Reid asked for a date for when the PC would be able to meet with the 
allotment committee and whether it was possible to apply for some sort of grant to 
put fencing around to protect the allotments and the wildlife.  The Chair responded 
that it was proposed setting up a working group to see what could be done and a 
meeting would then be set.  A new allotment lease would be drawn up for January 
when renewals take place. 
 
Daphne asked if the date would be before the allotment AGM? 
 
The Chair thought it unlikely that it would be before then unfortunately, but Cllr Bolt 
would speak with Cllr Anderson to would see what they could do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Bolt 

11 To update on Village View  
 The deadline for articles was the end of the following week.  
   
12 To update of Highways & Transport to include:  
 • Update on Community Speed Watch - Sentinel Equipment 

Cllr Hubbard had been on to the police portal and requested a link be created 
for Watermead.  As soon as this has been set up he can do the online course 
and look for volunteers. 
 

• Vegetation on Footpaths 
Trevor Jones had very kindly agreed to do a walk around with the Clerk to 
identify areas of hedges/vegetation overhanging the footpath.  

 
• Parking on Pavements 

At the September 2025 Parish Council meeting concerns were expressed with 
parking on pavements.  The issue falls under the remit of Buckinghamshire 
Council and the Police but sending the below for your information.  

 
Proposed Reforms  
Pavement Parking Bill: This bill, passed its first reading in September 2025, 
aims to introduce a national ban across England, making it illegal to park on 
pavements except where signs explicitly permit it 

 

   
13 Annual Parish Council Events including Remembrance Day & Carol Concert  
 Communication received from Westerleigh Crematoria 

  
The Chair reported that a ceremony would be held at the memorial garden on 11th 
and everyone was welcome to attend. Thanks were given to Mr Greg Smith who 
presented a new flag for the memorial garden prior to the meeting.   
 
The PC agreed to the Crematorium request to lay a wreath. 
 
The Carol Concert would be held on Saturday 13th December. 

 

   
25.58 Date of next meeting  
 20 November, 11 December (Budget & Precept meeting) 15 January 2026, 19 

February 2026, 19 March 2026, 16 April 2026 
 

   

mailto:darren.hubbard@watermead-pc.gov.uk
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Pavement+Parking+Bill&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDcZLnIcEHLKnTVTO-3GzkMamQEJ54PWOnUK0w7gduDGmzaQpqbpTJ24uKLxBn50zI5u98ytuyAO32Wzq4yTgXhQgS7wUi-14ALZ3Wm6x38kfJ3ZzLdCZYfPgeaIBO3iVJiCqLynedm8UuBGWp7xkbL7ErK9RvkJIVmIdH8iEZj0lA&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwifzr2Qz5eQAxWrREEAHfxEAnMQgK4QegQIBRAB
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 Cllr A Attrill and Cllr J Bolt gave their apologies in advance for the November 
meeting. 

 

   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.41pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

   
   
 


