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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 17 April 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr Severn (Chair), Cllr A Schwab, Cllr A Bond, Cllr M Singleton 

Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 
plus 15 members of the public – Graham Severn, Phil Toler, Chris Card, Marcia Lang, 

Cameron Anderson, Lindsey Poole, Matthew Clayton, Darren Hubbard, Ainsley Humphreys 
Mike Attrill, Annelise Attrill, Mick Dorr, June Dorr plus two others 

 
 

24.98 Apologies  
 Cllr D Forder, Cllr M Morgan, Cllr I Schwab  
   
24.99 Declarations of Interest   
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – Cllr A 

Bond on any items relating to Planning, the Community Board or 
Buckinghamshire Council. 

 

   
24.100 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 To discuss any Neighbourhood Policing Matters and to provide update of the 

Neighbourhood Watch Group formation 
 

   
24.101 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 Cllr Severn gave a vote of thanks to Marcia Lang for coming up with the idea of 
colourful planting around Watermead.  Cllr Severn had proposed that Marcia join 
the RHS scheme which Marcia was not keen on doing.  She suggested that the 
PC do so instead so that advice is available if needed.  Graham Severn added 
that any planting should not be positioned too close to the public as in the past 
the plants had been dug up or the flowers cut. 
The issues with escooters and bikes on the paths was discussed and it was hoped 
that the next Council would consider a byelaw. 
Lindsey Poole reported on an incident with the bus on Lark Vale travelling at 
speed and mounting the pavement.  Cllrs advised that this should be reported to 
Bucks Council and the bus operator.  There have been comments/concern 
received from residents about these bigger buses mounting the pavement – PC 
will also raise with Buckinghamshire Council.  If seen again residents were 
encouraged to take note of the vehicle registration number and a rough idea of 
time.  A parishioner commented that presumably the reason for the bigger bus 
was that it now covers Buckingham Park as well.  Cllr Severn replied that the 
WaterRider had been funded by Bucks for 5-10 years but that it had run out of 
money to continue and the buses became unserviceable. 
Chris Card accused the PC of lying to the public about the size of the original 
WaterRider bus and that it had been stated it was no bigger than a transit van.  
Cllr Severn replied that the bus was brought to the car park outside the village 
hall for all members of the public to see.  Cllr Schwab added that it was academic 
anyway as the bus is not the PC’s responsibility. 
 
Annelise Attrill thanked WPC for its actions in alleviating the problem with the dog 
poo bins. 
 
Marcia Lang questioned the event which had been held on Mr Bone’s land 
recently.  This would be discussed later on under item 24.107.3.  Cllr Severn 
added that it had nothing to do with any member of the PC, and despite everything 
that was said on Facebook, both Cllrs Schwab had no commercial relationship.  
It had been a disgraceful slur on Cllr Schwab. 
 
Cameron Anderson commented that it had been brought to his attention that a 
group of candidates for the parish council election were going door-to-door 
berating others.  He suggested to parishioners that if anyone does come to your 
door and say something which is misleading or defamatory of other candidates, 
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that you challenge them and let others know.  It is not very nice to have this in the 
community and we should be working together to create and foster a positive 
community that would benefit everybody.  Cameron received a round of applause 
for his comment. 

   
Council Meeting 

   
24.102 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 20th March 2025  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
24.103 Planning Matters  

 To update on any Planning Applications submitted – no update.  
   

24.104 Neighbourhood Planning Team  
 March 2025 Update – Following the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting 

contact was made to our Local Planning Authority, Buckinghamshire Council 
(Rachel Riach & Ella) and from this they asked for us to have a catch up 
meeting with them as they wanted to discuss why the changes to our 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Sue Severn and I attended this call and we explained 
where we were, advice received from our retained planning consultant and the 
need for further review should we proceed with the SEA.  Rachel is going to be 
speaking with a colleague of hers as we are concerned about the division of 
some of the land parcels and once we hear back I will make contact with you 
with an update. Ishaq Khan from AECOM has agreed to put our support on hold 
until we hear from Buckinghamshire Council.  
 
Volunteers were needed to help get the plan finalised.  The Clerk reported that 
one volunteer had come forward, Joseph Irwin. 

 

   
24.105 Local Flood Risk Plan Development  
 As reported at the January 2025 Parish Council meeting an initial meeting has 

now taken place and consisted of Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, Mary 
Singleton and Noreen Shardlow.  Joseph has very kindly agreed to undertake 
putting together a draft document to be presented to the team and also the 
Parish Council in due course.  The team will also be reaching out to various 
agencies/stakeholders and using historical documentation for the drafting of this 
plan.    
 
The Watermead Model Boat Club have also reached out to the Parish Council 
on this matter and a copy of their report and an update from a meeting with 
them has also been circulated.   

 

   
24.106 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for April 2025 
1. The payment schedule for April 2025 was agreed. 
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2. To agree the accounts to the end of March 2025 
The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts to the end of March 2025, 
which were approved. 

 

   
 3. Update on Internal Auditor for 2024/2025 – The Clerk would know by Tuesday if 

Gus Orchard would be in a position to continue as internal auditor (due to 
personal circumstances). In the event he is not able to audit this year it was 
agreed to appoint Bridget Knight.     

 

   
 4. Year End Process has started and be ready for sign off at the next meeting.  
   
 5. Process to renew the following Parish Council Policies: 

 
Standing Orders including Risk Assessment & Policy 
Financial & Procurement Regulations  
Communications Policy   
Asset Register  
Memorial Policy 
 
To be reviewed for adoption at the Annual Parish Council Meeting.   

 

   
24.107 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 To update on Land Registry Matters  
 April 2025 – Cllr Severn has continued to chase this matter and we wait to receive 

the required documentation from Burgess Salmon. 
 

   
2 Community Planting Project  
 A full report had been sent to Cllrs. 

 
 

Payment Schedule Apr-25  

Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

Payment 
Method (if Chq 
provide Number) Comments

Mobile Mini 7003581145 R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS
Ian Whittome 31st March 2025 Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS
CLC Grounds Maintenance 3687-3689 Litter, R&M & Grass £1,511.62 £0.00 £1,511.62 BACS Grass, R&M & Litter 
Michelle Jackson Apr-25 Assistant Clerk £315.44 £0.00 £315.44 BACS
Noreen Shardlow Apr-25 Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,102.29 £0.00 £2,102.29 BACS
HMRC Apr-25 PAYE & NI £763.01 £0.00 £763.01 BACS
G. M. Hall & Co 778 April  2025 PAYE £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 BACS

Village Hall Management Apr-25 Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS
British Gas 600026660 Gas Supply Vil lage Hall £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 Direct Debit 
DJL Services Apr-25 Land Various R&M £160.00 £0.00 £160.00 BACS

Castle Water 10005867727 Water Supply Allotments £19.59 £3.92 £23.51 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38 Gatehouse Electricity £35.61 £1.78 £37.39 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8D6C Electricity Supply V. Hall £74.02 £3.70 £77.72 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF Electricity Bandstand £17.36 £0.87 £18.23 Direct Debit 
Buckinghamshire Council 2209023863 Land & Hall Bins £91.40 £0.00 £91.40 Direct Debit 

BMALC 6048
BALC Annual 
Subscriptions £382.58 £0.00 £382.58 BACS

The National Allotment Society S3651A Annual Subscription £70.00 £14.00 £84.00 BACS
Community Impact Bucks 6345 Annual Subscription £58.33 £11.67 £70.00 BACS
North Bucks Parishes Planning Cons. 2025-2026 Annual Subscription £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS

Herts Full  Stop H032506212 V. Hall Cleaning Supplies £117.73 £23.55 £141.28 BACS
Routine Payments Total £6,547.58 £71.21 £6,618.79

Non Routine Payment 
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Non Routine Payments Total £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Total £6,547.58 £71.21 £6,618.79

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Approval for Electronic 
Payments - To be signed 

by two Cllr. Signatories at 
meeting of the Parish 

Council 
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A request had been received for £200 for the community planting project.  Cllr 
Severn reported that there was money left in budget for maintenance which could 
be used and proposed giving £500 which would enable tree guards and water bags 
to be bought to protect the saplings.  This was unanimously approved. 
 
It had been said on Facebook that said The Clerk had been appointed Treasurer of 
the planting project.  She is the RFO and proper officer of the PC. It would be best if 
the PC settled invoices direct up to a maximum of £500.  The group will not then be 
involved in any accounting and the Clerk would not be involved in being treasurer of 
an outside group which would be inappropriate.   

   
3 Events on the Circus Field  
 It was noted that there had been an issue with parking.  Cllr Severn reported that 

after the first event and the problems experienced, Cllr Schwab had got in touch 
with them as they know the organiser and the Chair had made contact with Nolan 
Support Services who had 6 operatives and Helpful Hirings who put cones along 
the spine road for the second event.  This time the event organisers had decided to 
use their own security people. The organiser did not know how many people would 
be attending as they do not sell tickets prior to the event.  Initial concerns from the 
PC were that there was adequate parking and we were assured there were enough 
resources.  Cllr Schwab commented that there were in fact insufficient resources 
and the other issue was the number of people attending.  Permission had been 
given by the Crematorium car park but the car park at Reflexions Gym had also 
been used as well as the piazza and Buckingham Park.  The PC does not own the 
land and has no control over the event.  There had been another event in Milton 
Keynes on the same day which thankfully had taken some of the people away from 
the event on Watermead.  It was noted that the PC were very concerned and that in 
future as soon as any notification of this style of event was received, the PC insist 
that the organiser arranges proper traffic management. 
 
Mick Dorr commented that it was great to see inclusion in diversity from different 
areas and although things don’t always go as well as planned or anticipated, it was 
great to see different communities in Watermead.  Cllr Schwab added that he did 
see a number of Watermead residents in attendance who were enjoying the event. 

 

   
4 To update of Land, Routine Land & Watermead Piscatorials Works  
 Communication received from the River Thame Conservation Trust  

I'm reaching out to see if you could potentially assist us with one of our current 
projects. We are running a project to control the invasive American mink population 
in the Thame catchment with the hopes of one day reintroducing water voles. This 
project is part of a larger network of projects controlling mink in all the neighbouring 
counties, in collaboration with BBOWT. 
 
I don't know how much you know about mink monitoring and trapping but it involves 
putting out floating rafts, which can either record animal footprints in wet clay or 
contain a trap sized specifically for catching mink. More info here: Discovering Hope 
for Water Voles: A Recovery Project in Action 
 
The project started last year and we have 40 rafts out around the catchment but we 
want to deploy 20 more and we currently have a big gap in our monitoring/trapping 
efforts at the top of the catchment around the Aylesbury area.  
 
Dan Forder advised via email of his support for this project and the Parish Council 
agreed via email to support this initiative too.  The Clerk also met with Steven 
Clarke of the Piscatorials who also supported this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.riverthame.org/post/discovering-hope-for-water-voles
https://www.riverthame.org/post/discovering-hope-for-water-voles
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Watermead Piscatorials Report 
The Watermead Piscatorials have been very busy over the past few months 
including the refurbishment of a disabled swim.   
 

 
 
 
Provision of fish supply from Neighbouring Parish  
The Parish Council has been approached by the developer of a neighbouring Parish 
to see if we would like to add more fish to the small lake.  Prior to this being 
discussed by the Council, I have spoken with the Watermead Piscatorials to see if 
this would be of interest to them.  They have confirmed this is of interest and if the 
Parish Council are happy to agree this they would like to determine the types of fish 
and the process of moving.  A site visit has been carried out and a follow up 
meeting with the EA Fisheries Department took place Tuesday 25th March 2025 and 
have advised as follows. 
 
Dear All, 
  
I have spoken with my team leader and unfortunately; I am limited to giving advice 
on the fish removal at Kingsbrook as we don’t have the capacity. The first thing you 
will need to do is register the lake as a cropping water (link below). This is free to 
do. This allows the use of non-rod and line equipment to be used on the lake.  
  
Form RW1 : Application to register a fishery or cropping water - GOV.UK 
  
The next step will be to arrange a contractor who can help arrange a fish health 
check and ultimately undertake the removal. A quick Google search come up with 
the following companies, aqua maintain and AE fisheries. Also by using a contractor 
they may well be already registered as a fish supplier, which would mean you 
shouldn’t have to do this for the lake. The contractor should also be able to apply for 
the Application for authorisation to use fishing instruments other than rod and line in 
England (Application for authorisation to use fishing instruments other than rod and 
line in England).  
  
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahU
KEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Faqu
amaintain.com%2Ffisheries-
management%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qHBZtpJEKwgsQlFvCaDl6&opi=89978449 
  
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&ua
ct=8&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBoQAQ&url=http%
3A%2F%2Fwww.aefisheries.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw0f0k11DrwjDZ0HoFSmN-
qO&opi=89978449 
  
Here is a link to the guidance on health checks which will be required if the fish are 
to me moved to Watermead or another other online Stillwater or Stillwater in a flood 
plain: Fish health checks: before moving fish into inland waters - GOV.UK. 
  
I hope that all makes sense. Please feel free to give me a call if you have any 
questions. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Laurence 
  
Laurence Hook Fisheries Officer –Rivers Thame, Cherwell, Evelode and Wycombe 
Wye catchments 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-register-a-fishery-or-cropping-water-form-rw1-and-rw2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fb50b7fe90e0720953e3c83/Application_for_authorisation_to_use_fishing_instruments_other_than_rod_and_line_in_England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fb50b7fe90e0720953e3c83/Application_for_authorisation_to_use_fishing_instruments_other_than_rod_and_line_in_England.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Faquamaintain.com%2Ffisheries-management%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qHBZtpJEKwgsQlFvCaDl6&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Faquamaintain.com%2Ffisheries-management%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qHBZtpJEKwgsQlFvCaDl6&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Faquamaintain.com%2Ffisheries-management%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qHBZtpJEKwgsQlFvCaDl6&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Faquamaintain.com%2Ffisheries-management%2F&usg=AOvVaw3qHBZtpJEKwgsQlFvCaDl6&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBoQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aefisheries.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw0f0k11DrwjDZ0HoFSmN-qO&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBoQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aefisheries.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw0f0k11DrwjDZ0HoFSmN-qO&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBoQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aefisheries.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw0f0k11DrwjDZ0HoFSmN-qO&opi=89978449
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix4ojdgbSMAxWEYEEAHRBOCUkQFnoECBoQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aefisheries.co.uk%2F&usg=AOvVaw0f0k11DrwjDZ0HoFSmN-qO&opi=89978449
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fish-health-checks
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Routine Land Works  
Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps due to commence. 
 
Outdoor Gym Seating Areas  
Quotations are still be sought for the removal of the seating areas.   
 
Proludic who originally installed all the equipment at the Outdoor Gym have been 
successful in sourcing the items needed to repair the seating areas and have 
advised as follows: 
 
Please see attached quotation as well as the below message from our Aftersales.  
 
The parts are priced heavily as the unit has been discontinued for more than 10 
years.  I have priced to replace the damaged missing parts, although should they 
wish to replace all the tabletops, the cost would be almost another £1000.  I haven’t 
included the oval tabletop for the bench unit as I think they could sand and varnish, 
for your reference the cost of this is £876.24 excluding VAT and delivery. I would 
have thought it would be more cost effective to buy new ones from another supplier. 
 
Cost for all damaged items £1804.86 
 
Purple Bins 
The purple bins had been reinstated. 

   
5 To update on Allotments  
 No update.   
   
6 To report on Village View  
 Cllr Singleton reported that the editorial meeting had taken place the previous  

Sunday.  It was planned to have the Summer issue distributed in time for Larks by 
the Lake. 

 

   
7 To report on Village Hall   
 April 2025 - A communication has been received from Land Registry to confirm our 

application to update the address on all Parish Council owned land.  COG1 
application is now complete but we have to complete ID2, which they have 
provided. January 2025 we reported that a communication was received from 
Compton Property Services with regard to the Freehold.  Contact was made with 
Land Registry as the letter was sent to the former Clerk. We are now in the process 
of updating the addresses that they hold for the Parish Council.  We have 
completed the forms for all Parish Council title deeds and have updated them to the 
Village Hall address. Contact has been made with Compton Property Services to 
advise. The forms and required photo identification is now with Land Registry and 
we are waiting to hear back.  

 

   
8 To update of Transport/Highways  
 Hanging baskets – As per emails between meetings a survey will take place early to 

mid May.  Installation of hanging baskets will be June 2025 and the hanging basket 
provider, Window Flowers will install the new brackets if the survey results permit.  

 

   
9 To update on Larks by the Lake 2025  
 Watermead Events Committee are now in the process of making plans for Larks by 

the Lake 2025.  Events Committee have met to start the planning process. Confirmed 
music/entertainment for the event are “Hillier & Prendergast” (2 members of The 
Dung Beatles), Tom Smith Fairground will provide their services and a Fun Dog Show 
also to take place.  

 

   
10 Florence Nightingale Open Gardens  
 Sally Allen has agreed to organise the Open Gardens again this year and the date 

Sally has set is Sunday 6th July 2025.  Sally will be arranging advertising in due 
course. 
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24.108 Date of next meeting  
 15 May Annual Parish Meeting 7.00pm followed by the Annual Meeting of the 

Parish Council at 7.30pm 
19 June, 17 July, 21 August, 18 September, 16 October, 20 November, 18 
December 

 

   
 The Chair thanked the Cllrs for contributing so much to the PC over the years and 

wished all candidates every success in the election.  She thanked parishioners for 
all their support and help.  She also particularly wanted to thank Noreen Shardlow 
and Michelle Jackson. 

 

   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

 
 
 
 


