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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 17 October 2024 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr Severn (Chair), Cllr A Schwab, Cllr M Singleton, Cllr A Bond, Cllr I Schwab, Cllr M Morgan,  

Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk) plus approximately 20 members of the public  
 

   
24.43 Apologies  
 Cllr I Schwab, Cllr D Forder, Cllr A Bond, BC Cllr Diana Blamires  
   
24.44 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda  
   
24.45 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 Update received from PC Ashley Collins – 30th September 2024 

 
So, to provide some context, between the 27th August and 4th September there 
were a number of burglaries and attempted burglaries across Aylesbury. These 
affected Watermead, Quarrendon, Elmhurst, Buckingham Park and Berryfields. 
  
The offences predominantly took place between midnight and 02:40 hours. 
  
The crimes are sat with our Priority Crime Team for investigation, as they 
predominantly deal with burglaries. 
  
The Neighbourhood team, specifically PCSO Leonard conducted house-to-
house enquiries and CCTV enquiries in relation to the incidents that happened 
on Watermead in order to obtain footage of the 2 unknown offenders to assist 
PCT with trying to identify the offenders. 

 

   
24.46 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 

 Darren Hubbard queried whether any progress had been made with regarding 
to setting up a Neighbourhood Watch.  The Clerk reported that she was waiting 
to hear back on how to get one set up.  It may tie in with one of the Have Your 
Say sessions.  Darren commented that from the Facebook chat people were 
setting up their own WhatsApp groups by street.  Cllr Severn replied that a 
neighbourhood watch scheme has to be approved by the police.  There is one 
neighbourhood watch officer for the whole of Thames Valley who is a volunteer.  
Road wardens were needed and people need to sign up.  Cllr Severn reiterated 
that if a crime is happening call 999 before putting anything on Facebook and if 
a crime has already happened report it on 101. 
 
Cameron Anderson asked the timeframe on getting one set up.  The Clerk could 
not confirm and reported that delays between exchange of emails depend on 
PC Collins’ workload and also when he was on shift.  The Clerk would pursue 
with him. 
 
Joseph Irwin – The Environmental Agency has been giving advice that local 
areas should have their own flood risk plan.  The lake is very high and 
historically sandbags have been used.   
 
The Chair replied that sandbags have only been used once in the past 25 years.  
Sandbags are not available but the PC could consider to purchase some and 
they would need to be filled.  She added that no property has ever flooded in 
Watermead.  The NRA open and close the sluices on the Watermead lakes to 
move the water between various points of the Thame.   
 
Joseph volunteered to help with putting together a local flood risk plan. 
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It was noted that the water level seems to have changed since the Crematorium 
had been built. 
 
Marcia Lang queried how the football stadium development has been allowed to 
go ahead.  The Chair reported that the PC had opposed the proposal but it had 
been approved by Bucks Council and was out of the PC’s control. 
 
Marcia raised the issue of the bridge not being allowed by the EA over the dip 
around the large lake.  Cllr Morgan commented that the EA won’t permit the PC 
to do anything to the river including bank reinforcement or any dredging.  Cllrs 
or residents would be held personally liable. 
 
Debbie Clarke queried why the EA were against dredging as you would think 
this would help.  Cllr Morgan commented that it could be for a number of 
reasons, ie, if the tree were removed or the river dredged the flow of the water 
would increase and water was not wanted down river any quicker.  The Clerk 
added that it was probably also down to cost as the small lake had been 
surveyed and a quote of £0.25M had been received. 
 
Information on what residents can do to prepare in the event of a flood to be 
included in the Village View. 
 
Debbie Clarke commented that if the PC were successful in purchasing the land 
where the circus is held, it would need to be very careful what it built so as not 
to make things worse.  The Chair replied that because of the flood zone nothing 
residential could be built on that land but any potential building would need 
raising above the ground. 
 
The Clerk reported on the forthcoming meeting with Localities which herself, Cllr 
Morgan and Peter Dean would be attending. 
 
Marcia Lang raised the issue of the condition of the pavements along the spine 
road due to the tree roots.  This had been reported to Cllr Bond for him to 
pursue at Bucks Council.  The road itself had been repaired and repainted.  
Timeframes for undertaking works to the pavements was dependant on the 
highways budget.  The Chair requested parishioners report on Fix My Street.  
Cllr Singleton to include details of Fix My Street in the Village View. 
 
Cllr Severn to retrieve the Sentinel speed camera from Oving and a training 
session to be arranged. 
 
The speed limit along the spine road was discussed as on the majority of 
SatNavs it indicates 60 mph whereas in fact it is 30mph.  This would be noted in 
the Village View. 

   
 Council Meeting 

   
24.47 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 19th September 

2024 
 

 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
24.48 Planning Matters  

 
 

1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted – no updates.  

   
24.49 Neighbourhood Plan  
 At the time of preparing this report the Initial Meeting with AECOM to discuss 

the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is scheduled for Monday 21st 
October 2024.  A vote of thanks was recorded for everyone involved, especially 
Peter Dean.  It was agreed to apply for a further £5k in case it was needed for 
public consultations. 
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24.50 Finance & Administration 
1. The payment schedule for October 2024 was agreed. 

 

 

Payment Schedule Oct-24  

Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

Payment 

Method (if Chq 

provide Number) Comments
Mobile Mini 7003360420 R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS

Ian Whittome Oct-24 Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS

CLC Grounds Maintenance 

3529-3531 & 

3553 Litter, R&M & Grass £1,672.00 £0.00 £1,672.00 BACS Grass, R&M, Allotments & Litter 

Michelle Jackson Oct-24 Assistant Clerk £302.47 £0.00 £302.47 BACS

Noreen Shardlow Oct-24 Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,049.10 £0.00 £2,049.10 BACS

HMRC Oct-24 PAYE & NI £656.63 £0.00 £656.63 BACS

G. M. Hall & Co Oct-24 PAYE £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS

Village Hall Management Oct-24 Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS

British Gas 600026660 Gas Supply Village Hall £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 Direct Debit 

Dave Lucas Oct-24 Land Various R&M £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 BACS

Buckinghamshire Council Bins 207537

Village Hall and Land 

Bins £130.30 £0.00 £130.30 Direct Debit 

ACC Facilities Management ACC/13447 Film Night Supplies £385.00 £77.00 £462.00 BACS To be reclaimed from Events Committee

E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38

Gatehouse September 

2024 £33.44 £1.68 £35.12 BACS

E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8D6C Electricity Supply V. Hall £65.36 £3.27 £68.63 BACS

E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF Electricity Bandstand £17.97 £0.90 £18.87 Direct Debit 

Herts Supplies H092403864 Village Hall Supplies £99.34 £19.87 £119.21 BACS

Castle Water 

2258070 - 

10003777388 Allotment Water Supply £51.01 £10.20 £61.21 BACS

Routine Payments Total £6,261.22 £124.64 £6,385.86

Non Routine Payment 

Non Routine Payments Total £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Total £6,261.22 £124.64 £6,385.86

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Approval for Electronic 

Payments - To be signed 

by two Cllr. Signatories at 

meeting of the Parish 

Council 

 
 

 
 

2. The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts to the end of September 2024, 
which were approved. 

 

   
 3. Community Board Review  
 The Parish Council were advised Watermead would not be moving to Aylesbury 

town board and awaiting official notification. 
 

   
24.51 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 To update on Land Registry Matters  
 At the July 2024 Parish Council it was proposed and unanimously agreed to offer 

£5k for the verges and the 2 pieces of land.  The Clerk to write to the residents of 
Waxwing Close to advise that the PC would not be purchasing the area of land near 
them as the PC could not afford to. 

 

   

2 To update on the Community Ownership Fund  

 At time of preparing report no update received.  
   

3 To update of Land & Routine Land & Watermead Piscatorials Work 
 

 

 

 
 
The Clerk to take up with Rights of Way as there are many signs missing or facing 
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the wrong direction. 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Singleton has made contact with the Royal Parks to obtain permission to use 
that have been introduced.  
 
VCV Day/s – Update received from Adrian Bayliss Vale Countryside 
Volunteers following the first working group day.  
Just to let you know we managed to do 80% of the job in the middle area.  The 
water had risen by the bridge by the end of the day but we made it back safely. 
 
We also brush cut and raked off the area by the new bridge at The Beach. 
 
So when we return in two weeks-time we can finish the Middle area and then focus 
on the task at The Beach. Hopefully Lake levels will have receded by then. 
 
Watermead Piscatorials Report 
The Watermead Piscatorials have been very busy over the summer months and 
images of some of their recent works carried out have been circulated previously, 
including the Duck House, Improvements to the small lake banks and tree works.   
 
At the September 2024 meeting of the Parish Council the below requests were 
agreed and now awaiting action.  
 
Electrical Supply 
The Clerk had met with Steve the Bailiff of the Watermead Piscatorials and it was 
noticed that there are large sealed cables in the small lake.  It was believed that this 
is the supply to the Bandstand.  Contact was made with Michael of Maydencroft 
who recently carried out the survey of the bridge.  When asked he said he did not 
see any cables but said they may have been laid into the bed of the lake at the time 
of build and may have come dislodged when the bridge was moved.   
 
The Clerk spoke to EON about the supply and they have talked her through how to 
turn off the supply from the main box on the spine road. Dave Lucas agreed very 
kindly to join her to witness the supply being turned off correctly. 
 
Thanks were given to Steven Clark, the Piscatorials & Dave Lucas. 
 
Request for funding for further Tree Works 
As reported via email one of the Watermead Piscatorial members is a qualified Tree 
Surgeon (North Bucks Tree Care) and has carried out a large scope of the works to 
the small lake, including the removal of the above tress, free of charge at one of 
their arranged maintenance days.  I have met with North Bucks Tree Care and they 
have confirmed that they would like to be considered as contractor for when we 
need quotations for the Parish.  They have also advised they would charge a fee of 
£700 for a full days works if needed.  One tree to consider would be the tree that fell 
some time ago by the bridge between the two lakes.  I know this is something that 
the Piscatorials would like to see removed as this would improve the flow of the 
lake.  Also as a side note all the wood from the trees removed is now being utilised 
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in the bank improvements (see picture below).  
 
Provision of fish supply from Neighbouring Parish 
The Parish Council has been approached by a neighbouring Parish to see if we 
would like to add more fish to the small lake.  Prior to this being discussed by the 
Council, I have spoken with the Watermead Piscatorials to see if this would be of 
interest to them.  They have confirmed this is of interest and if the Parish Council 
are happy to agree this they would like to determine the types of fish and the 
process of moving.   
 
Gates to be installed on the Small Lake Bandstand 
 
Small Lake Walkway Bridge – Update received from Maydencroft 
 
Full Costings Received from Maydencroft and other information requested.  
I have received the following back from our bridge engineer.  Can you read through 
his points and let me know if you would like this to go ahead and if we need a PO 
for this initial design & full structural survey as detailed below:- 
  
“From our initial visit we have calculated the weight of the bridge and believe we 
have a safe method of relocating it back onto its abutments without the need for use 
of a crane. 
  
We will then need to design a retaining system to ensure the bridge can float up and 
down during flooding but prevent it from moving laterally. We already have a good 
idea for this, but it will need to be designed. 
 
Phase 1 – carry out a detailed site survey of the bridge including access beneath it ( 
this will need permission from the local authority to wade into the lake and under the 
bridge). Design the lifting and lateral retention systems……………£3036 + VAT 
 
Phase 2 – set up site, lift the bridge and check the bearings for damage. Move it 
back into position. Carry out repairs to the concrete abutments. Cost subject to 
findings of detailed survey. 
 
Phase 3 – by Maydencroft to install the lateral restraint system. Cost subject to 
design. 
 
Phase 2 circa £6k - £7K dependant on what lifting method is achievable and final 
design 
 
Phase 3 circa £5K - £11K dependant on design in Phase 1, the majority of timbers 
appear to be reusable, however the deck boards could do with replacing with either 
the recycled plastic version similar to the boardwalk on the far side of the lake or 
with a timber replacement or there is a simulation Oak board we also use and I 
have samples which comes in a range of styles and colours and is designed to look 
exactly like the Natural Oak board equivalent.  That is why there is such a large 
difference between the two figures as it will depend on what is chosen. 
  
Hopefully that gives you enough for tonight’s meeting, and although the prices add 
up they are still a lot cheaper than a brand new replacement bridge. 
 
Thank you for sending the costings for Phase 2 & 3.  So all in it would look 
like we are looking in the region of just over £20,000.  Out of curiosity how 
much would a new bridge be of similar design or even a more simpler one?  
 
A new bridge of simpler design at that length would be in the region of £48,000-
£60,000 plus installation costs so in total you wouldn’t get much change out of 
between £78k & £100K depending on method of installation i.e. a crane would be 
very costly and would be the only way a purpose built bridge could be installed.  We 
do get costs for bison bridges which come as a kit form and the insulation costs are 
much cheaper but you would still be looking at £60-75K. These are only ball park 
figures and I can get accurate quotes if you want them. 
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The Parish Clerk to meet with the Piscatorials to discuss the ongoing closure of the 
bridge.   
 
Routine Land Works  
Existing Benches Ground Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps. 
 

4 To update on Allotments  
 The Annual General Meeting of the Watermead Gardening Society is scheduled for 

Wednesday 30th October 2024.  Over the last 12 months the Gardening Society 
have raised £1k and have installed fencing around the boundaries and planters at 
the entrance.  10 extra plots have been created making a total of 60 allotments.  A 
second water tank was needed for the top end. A quote for £945 had been 
received.  The Clerk to obtain another quote.  There was £400 left in this year’s 
allotment budget.  The Clerk to apply for a community grant for the balance. 

 

   
5 To report on Village View  
 The Winter edition is distributed early to advertise the Christmas Craft Fair.  

Publication date is 23 November, submissions required by 26 October. 
 

   
6 To report on Village Hall   
 Damp issues in the Village Hall to be taken up again.  

 
Communication received from Watermead Lakeside Residents’ Association 
Following the previous request, an official request was received from the WLRA for 
the Parish Council to consider a contribution towards the service charges, insurance 
and major works as needed.  

This request would be discussed at the budget meeting in December. 

 

   
7 To update of Transport/Highways to include Street Lighting  
 In 2013 we were advised by Buckinghamshire Council of a street lighting 

replacement programme and were told that the original Victorian style columns 
would not be considered but they would replace with magnolia LED lighting 
columns. The programme started and approximately 59 were installed across 
Watermead.  At the time we were also advised that the programme would take 
some years with these replacements.  
 
We were not advised or made aware of the recent fittings that were made in 
Watermead (the top that has no lantern that late September).  
 
Contact was made immediately with the Street Lighting Manager and he confirmed 
that these fittings are an interim measure.  They were installed as reports were 
being received that there was no lighting so whilst they are scheduled for 
replacement columns they installed these as an interim measure.   

 

   
8 To update on Watermead Christmas Fair & Watermead Carol Concert  
 Christmas Fair to be held on Saturday 7th December 2024 11am to 5pm 

Carol Concert to be held on Saturday 14th December 2024 from 6pm 
 

   
24.52 Date of next meetings  
 21 November, 19 December (budget meeting).  
   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

   
   

 


