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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 18 September 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr E Rose (Chairman), Cllr J Bolt (Vice Chairman), Cllr A Attrill, Cllr P Carlin-Page 

Cllr Y Carlin-Page, Cllr C Anderson, Cllr D Hubbard  
Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 

plus approximately 26 members of the public 
25.36 Apologies  
   
25.37 Result of Parish Councillor Election July 2025   
 Chairman confirmed receipt of Darren Hubbard’s Acceptance of Office and 

Declarations of Interest form and welcomed Darren Hubbard to Watermead 
Parish Council 

 

   
25.38 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – none.  
   
25.39 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 To discuss any neighbourhood matters – TVP – no report received. 

 
Cllr Rose felt strongly that the PC is not getting the service it used to have from 
the Police.  A PCSO used to attend regularly and give a report and listen to any 
concerns. Two Have Your Way meetings have been arranged by the Police in the 
piazza, the latter Cllr Rose had turned up to and there was no sign of the Police.   
He later discovered they had turned up at 11.15 am instead of 10.00 am.  It was 
proposed and agreed to write formally to the police to express the PC’s 
disappointment and request better co-operation. There are several questions that 
residents would like to raise with the Police, and they deserve to have those 
questions answered. Cllr Hubbard reported that as Neighbourhood Watch 
organiser he was in touch with the Police and had sent emails on the first occasion 
there had been non-attendance at the Have Your Say meeting and received a 
response to say that Michael Carroll at TVP was investigating what had 
happened. 

 

   
25.40 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 Residents raised the following issues/concerns: 
 
The revised application for the proposed development at Kestrel Way 
Overhanging trees and bushes encroaching on pavements 
Dead trees along the spine road 
Cars parking on pavements causing an obstruction for wheelchair users and 
buggies 
The size of the bus and the driver was a concern to the safety of residents.  It 
was suggested that contact be made with Red Line buses. 
The poor state of the sign at the entrance to Watermead 
Allotment sheds/safety issues 

 

   
Council Meeting  

   
25.41 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 16th July 2025  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting. 

 
The Chair advised that the PC would no longer record the public meeting 
verbatim in the public minutes.  BALC have advised that there is no need to 
minute the public forum but the PC has always done so in order that people 
know they have been heard.  In future comments raised would be noted and 
issued separately to the formal minutes. 
 

 

25.42 Planning Matters  
 1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted   
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2. 24/03819/AOP Kestrel Way - Updated illustrative masterplan – the Clerk had 

circulated a copy of a new illustrative plan that was loaded to the 
Buckinghamshire Council planning portal shortly after the July 2025 Parish 
Council meeting. At this point the new plan has not triggered a further 
consultation period. The Clerk to contact the Planning Officer for this 
application as the determination date for this application was the following 
week.  Cllr Anderson as Unitary Councillor also to contact the Planning 
Officer.  

 
3. 25/02203/APP 35 Lark Vale Watermead Change of use from a storing 

garage to a dog grooming room (only half of the garage) – it was proposed 
and agreed that the PC had no objections to the planning application. 

 
The Clerk & Cllr 

Anderson 

   
25.43 Neighbourhood Plan Update  
 The Clerk had circulated a paper regarding the current status of the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The Council discussed whether to continue with the plan 
given the fact that  the rules have changed as outlined in the paper.  Cllr Bolt 
commented on the Kestrel Way development.  Originally the planning consultant 
had advised that she did not think it right that the plan be submitted with a live 
application and at that time it was resolved to continue with the plan without an 
area designated for development.  There had since been an election and a 
change in Council.  At a meeting with Bucks Council in August, they had 
advised that the Neighbourhood Plan could in fact be  submitted with a live 
planning application.  Peter Dean commented that in the press he had read that 
Buckinghamshire is subject to a potential 95,000 new homes so originally the 
reason for producing a Neighbourhood Plan was to potentially influence where 
those homes go. Without a plan there is no influence. Cllr P Carlin-Page 
proposed that the PC should continue with producing the Neighbourhood Plan 
at a further cost of approximately £7k. Cllr Y Carlin-Page seconded the 
proposal.  Cllrs unanimously agreed.  

 

   
25.44 Flood Risk Development Plan  
 Update report received from Joseph Irwin  

 
Joseph Irwin who leads the Flood Risk Development Group provided his 
apologies for this meeting and provided the Parish Council with a report update 
to consider.   
 
Cllr Attrill advised that information was awaited information from the 
Environment Agency.  The Chair suggested inviting the EA to undertake a site 
visit to see the issues on Watermead.  Cllr Hubbard/Cllr Attrill/Joseph Irwin to 
meet and progress.  Cllr Anderson and/or our local MP, Laura Kyrke-Smith, to 
assist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Attrill/Cllr 
Hubbard/Cllr 

Anderson  

   
25.45 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for August and September 2025 
1. The payment schedule for August and September 2025 was agreed. 
One further payment of £250 to Dave Lucas for litter clearance was approved. 
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2. To agree the accounts to the end of August 2025 - The Clerk had previously 
circulated the accounts to the end of August 2025, which were approved.   
 

3. To receive the External Audit report for 2024-2025 – The Clerk had previously 
circulated the external audit report which was approved. 

 
4. NALC NJC Payscale Award 

Cllr Bolt proposed to increase Noreen Shardlow’s and Michelle Jackson’s pay in 
line the with the NALC payscale backdated to 1 April 2025.  Cllr Anderson 
seconded. Cllrs unanimously agreed.     

 
5. Process to renew existing Parish Council policies 

Cllr Rose proposed that any changes be discussed at the next meeting.  
Currently for a PC meeting to be quorate only 3 Cllrs need to be in attendance.  
It was suggested increasing to 4. The term of office of the chairman is renewed 
annually.  It was suggested introducing a maximum period of office for the Chair 
and members of the public were invited to write to the PC with their suggestions. 
Cllrs to put forward their view prior to the next meeting.  

  
6. To agree lead Councillors to priority areas within the Parish 

Cllr Rose – Special interest in Land and Allotments  
Cllr Attrill – Special interest in Planning and the Flood Risk Development Plan 
Cllr P & Y Carlin-Page – Environmental, Educational and Grant Funding  
Cllr Bolt – Website Design & IT.  
Cllr Anderson – Finance/Budget 
Cllr Hubbard – Neighbourhood Watch, Flood Risk Development Team and 
Highways/Speedwatch 
 

7. Process to increase Parish Councillors 
It was agreed that the Clerk should proceed with the process to increase the 
number of Parish Councillors in the new financial year when the new budget had 
been set. 

  

   
 8. To receive election recharge information  
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Following the delivery of this year’s local election on 1st May 2025 and the 
subsequent July election, the Clerk confirmed the recharge for the parish 
proportion of the election delivery for Watermead. 
 
The May Election re-charge cost to Watermead is £4,645.00 
The July Election cost to Watermead is £4,584.00 

   
25.34 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 Vale Countryside Volunteering Days  
 Vale Countryside Volunteers are a local group of volunteers that care for and 

protect the wildlife and countryside of Aylesbury Vale. They carry out practical 
conservation work and related activities using traditional crafts and skills in a varied 
programme of habitat restoration and creation. They meet most Wednesdays. Their 
work helps a wide range of endangered species such as the black poplar, barn owl 
and otter. Examples of our activities are hedge and tree planting, wildlife-style 
hedge laying, scrub clearance, wildflower planting, pond restoration and otter holt 
construction.  
  
The Vale Countryside Volunteers have been coming to Watermead for many years 
now and were initially introduced/recruited by Cllr Rose and started with one 
working day per year but over the years this increased to two.  We also put out a 
notice asking for volunteers from Watermead to attend and assist on the day.   
Two dates that they can visit are Wednesday 17th September & Wednesday 
15th October 2025.  As one of these dates fell before this next Parish Council 
Meeting, approval for these two dates, £300 was approved via email.  
 
The motion was proposed by Cllr Attrill and seconded by Cllr Hubbard. Cllrs 
unanimously agreed. The date would be announced on the Facebook page to invite 
volunteers to join. 

 

   
2 Community Planting Project Update including Meeting with Westerleigh  
 Plant Me Pretty Update from Marica Lang 

Marcia Lang’s apologies were received for this meeting, but she had sent a report 
for Cllrs to consider.  Cllrs discussed Mr Steven’s Tree that would be installed on 
7th November in time for Remembrance Day and Steve’s daughter is arranging for a 
memorial plaque.” Cllr Attrill proposed that an alternative location for the tree be 
identified.  Cllr Hubbard seconded. 

 

   
3 Mr. Stevens Memorial Bench Request M. Schembri – Cllr Y Carlin-Page  
 Maria Schembri was in the process of raising funds for the bench.  It was proposed 

setting up a GoFundMe fundraising page on the website.  Greg Smith offered to 
donate £100 to get it up and running. 

 

   
4 Update Watermead Piscatorials Licence  
 A document received from the Watermead Piscatorials had been circulated via 

separate email, due to mark up and comments. The Chair proposed to review the 
fishing licence with the piscatorials.  Cllr Anderson, Cllr P Carlin-Page and Cllr Y 
Carlin-Page to attend the meeting to review the licence. 

 

   
5 To update of Land & Routine Land Work to include:  
 To update on the Outdoor Gym Area – Peter & Yvonne Carlin-Page 

Cllr P & Y Carlin-Page reported that they had met with Proludic, the company who 
had originally installed the outdoor gym, who had been very helpful.  The 
substructure was in good condition and could be used and enhanced.   
Another company Caloo were also going to visit to provide a design and quote.  
Cllr P Carlin-Page proposed that the PC look at enhancing the area as a whole 
rather than just replacing the picnic tables/benches.  Cllr Attrill seconded the 
proposal. Cllrs unanimously agreed.   
 
Consultation with the residents either on the website or in the Village View would be 
needed to find out what they would like. 
 

 
Cllr P & Y 

Carlin-Page  
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To receive quotations for the large lake path 
A quotation for works to a small area had been received at £895 from John 
Bitmead.  Cllr Attrill proposed having the work undertaken in the Spring.  It was 
agreed to hold off until next year.  Cllr Hubbard added that we may well have a 
working group in place by then who could undertake the work. Cllrs unanimously 
agreed.  
 
Tree Survey 
Cllr Annelise Attrill expressed concern with several of the trees on the Spine Road, 
following the spell of very hot weather, and questioned should the Parish Council 
examine their trees or do we have a responsibility to examine them.   
 
Contact was made with RTM Landscapes who provide this service. They have 
confirmed the cost to undertake an inspection of the following areas of land would 
be £900 plus vat.  It was agreed to proceed with the tree survey. 

 
 

The Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk  
 

 
6 To update of Allotments  
 The Chair had provided some background on the creation of the allotments and the 

current issues relating to the wording of the agreement and sheds. Concern had 
been shown by the Watermead Gardening Society regarding the size of some 
sheds and one in particular.  The Chairman pointed out that under the current 
tenancy agreement no size is stipulated and therefore the Parish Council does not 
have the legal authority to have the shed in question removed. He commented that 
the PC does not have the legal authority to have the offending shed removed.  He 
proposed that a fresh allotment agreement be drawn up which includes details of 
sizing of any “buildings” on plots and that written authority must be sought.  Cllr 
Bolt/Cllr Rose/Cllr Anderson to meet to discuss with the allotment committee to 
discuss a way forward. 

Cllr Bolt/Cllr 
Rose/Cllr 
Anderson 

 

   
7 To update on Village View  
 The Chair reported that the latest issue had been extremely good.  
   
8 To report on Village Hall to include: Update on Community Speed Watch  
 Documentation received from the Community Speed Watch group to be sent by 

separate email due to file size. Martin Mynott reported that he is a speed watch co-
ordinator for Haydon Hill and provided background information on how to get 
Community Speed Watch up and running.  Cllr Hubbard to make an application to 
become part of Community Speed Watch and advertise for at least 4 volunteers to 
be trained.   

 
 
 

Cllr Hubbard 
 
 

   
9 Watermead Events Committee Watermead Film Night  
 The film night had unfortunately been rained off. Only one film was shown.  

  
 

10 Annual Parish Council Events including Remembrance Day & Carol Concert  
 Residents were welcome to continue to gather at the Memorial Garden on 

Remembrance Day, but it was not a formal Parish Council event. 
 
Cllr P Carlin-Page proposed proceeding with the Carol Concert on 13 December at 
4pm.This would involve a cost to the PC. 

 

   
25.35 Date of next meeting  
 16 October, 20 November, 11 December (Budget meeting) 15 January 2026, 19 

February 2026, 19 March 2026, 16 April 2026 
 

   
 Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, it will be 

necessary for a Councillor to move a motion to close the meeting to the press 
and public under Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960.  
 
Cllr E Rose proposed this motion and Cllr P Carlin-Page seconded.  Cllrs 
unanimously agreed.  
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.38pm and 
thanked people for their attendance. 

   
 Communication received from resident.    
 


