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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 19 June 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr E Rose (Chair), Cllr A Attrill, Cllr P Carlin-Page, Cllr Y Carlin-Page, Cllr J Bolt 

Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 
plus approximately 20 members of the public 

 
25.14 Apologies  
 Cllr C Anderson, BC Cllr Chirag Chotai  
   
25.15 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – Cllr 

Attrill – item 25.23.1 Watermead Lakeside Residents Association. 
Cllr Y Carlin-Page asked if there was an Any Other Business section on the 
agenda as she had something she wished to raise.  The Chair replied that 
traditionally there had not been an agenda item for this as the PC is bound to 
print the agenda in advance.  Cllr Y Carlin-Page would raise for the next 
meeting. 

 

   
25.16 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 To discuss any neighbourhood matters – TVP – no report received.   

Cllr Attrill commented that there had been no police presence for the past year 
and felt the PC should be pressurising them to attend at least twice a year.  The 
Chair replied that in previous years the PCSO used to attend nearly every 
meeting.  Cllr Attrill suggested they could at least provide a report if they were 
unable to attend.  She added that they had also failed to attend the Have Your 
Say session held recently.  It was agreed that the PC should make 
representation on both points.  Cllr P Carlin-Page would be happy to liaise with 
them. 

 

   
25.17 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 A letter had been received by the Clerk from the Watermead Lakeside 
Residents Association (see item 25.23.1).   

Marcia Lang read the following statement:  

Apologies for not being here in person today, our absence was planned in 
advance. We are Gergana (Gery) and Denis, residents of Watermead since 
2021. We live at number 30, the last flat overlooking the lake. 

Since moving in, we have noticed a growing issue with pigeons. When the 
weather is nice, especially on sunny days, these birds perch on the roof above 
our flat, waiting for food. At first, there weren’t many pigeons, but the signs of a 
problem were already present- droppings on our balcony and bedroom ledges. 
With the help of a kite hawk and regular cleaning, we managed for a while, 
though it was disgusting and represented a risk for the health work. 

Despite our efforts, the problem worsened as the number of droppings and 
debris from the roof increased. More people began feeding swans and ducks on 
the piazza, and the pigeon population grew rapidly. 

We contacted the company that owns and manages the piazza, asking for pest 
control measures and signs to discourage feeding the birds. While they agreed 
to put up signs, they did not cooperate regarding pest control. Meanwhile, the 
flock of pigeons increased dramatically. We contacted Buckinghamshire 
Council’s Environmental Health office but received no response. Denis also 
informed the previous parish council, but nothing was done. 

Today, we cannot open our bedroom windows because the ledges are 
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constantly covered with droppings, creating an unsanitary environment and 
posing health risks from inhaling contaminated dust. We have photos showing 
the extent of the droppings and the number of birds on the roof. 

Additionally, a neighbour at Heron 1 keeps a flock of pigeons as pets, feeding 
them regularly on the conservatory roof and sometimes on the street. These 
pigeons now frequently fly to our roof. We feel like hostages in our own home, 
unable to use our balcony or even open our windows. This situation is causing 
us significant emotional distress. 

Pigeon droppings attract flies and other insects, further worsening the 
unsanitary conditions. Pigeons are known carriers of diseases such as 
histoplasmosis, psittacosis, and cryptococcosis, all of which can be transmitted 
through airborne particles from dried droppings. Cleaning and even opening the 
windows puts us at risk. Symptoms of these diseases include fever, cough, 
pneumonia-like symptoms, and even brain tissue swelling. 

Frankly, I am embarrassed that we let this go on for so long without pushing 
harder for a solution. I am also frustrated by the lack of accountability and action 
from all parties involved. I naively believed that contacting the authorities about 
a well-known health hazard would prompt action, but I was wrong. 

The piazza has public right to way and is accessible 24 hours without restriction; 
the council has the duty of addressing public safety issue. 
We urgently need Buckinghamshire Council to intervene, and we hope the 
Parish Council will also step up. So far, only the newly elected Councillor Chotai 
has shown genuine concern for our situation. The Buckinghamshire 
Environmental Health Office has yet to respond. 

I hope they will assist, especially in educating the public and representing us 
with Buckinghamshire Council. I urge all Watermead Parish councilors to 
participate, to protect us and the other residents and as also the piazza is 
generally unsanitary due to bird excrement. 

People regularly bring large bags of bird feed—up to 20kg—and spread it 
around (we often see this near the crematorium), while others bring entire 
loaves of bread. This has aggravated the problem enormously and must be 
stopped. 

Wildlife feeding is a topic in several councils in England, and they are discussing 
and acting to implement Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) to stop wild bird 
feeding. 

We have requested Buckinghamshire Council’s intervention to address both the 
feeding issue and the removal of the flocks and hope that the Parish Council will 
help keeping the attention on the issue focused.  

This issue is no longer just a nuisance; it has become a significant health and 
safety concern, seriously impacting our quality of life. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Joseph Irwin had also produced a 7-year analysis, which he circulated amongst 
residents.  He said that the WLRA had spoken to the previous administration, 
this administration and felt that the only response given was that the PC wants 
to help but it all comes down to budget.  The hall is earning a considerable 
amount of money but the PC is contributing very little towards the running of the 
area.  The Chair commented that the PC would be discussing this later but 
added that the previous parish council did make a contribution but from 2021 up 
to this year they paid the insurance but felt unable to make a contribution due to 
the large legal bills. The PC cannot undo what has been done and cannot alter 
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the budget, which had been drawn up by the previous Council. 
 
Joseph Irwin commented that Cllr James Bolt had pointed out on a couple of 
occasions, before the elections, about secret meetings and conversations and 
explaining how upset he was about it.  Joseph went on to say that now James is 
Vice Chair he had himself gone on to have secret meetings to discuss this 
issue.  There should be some form of communication between the PC and the 
businesses.   The PC is using the property and getting the best value out of the 
property.  Many are paying the precept as well as being residents living on 
Watermead. 
 
Cllr Bolt responded that it had not been a secret meeting.  The meeting had 
been held to bring the new Cllrs up to speed on the matter.  Speaking 
personally he wanted to help. 
 
Marcia Lang commented that the PC were earning more than some of the 
piazza businesses and using the same facilities they do, car park, piazza, the 
building.  It was unfair for those businesses that are earning very little now. 
 
Cllr Rose invited Mick Morgan to speak, as he had been a parish councillor at 
the time.  Mick commented that there is some complexity in the relationship 
between the PC, Comptons and the people who run the businesses and own 
the accommodation above.  He had not seen anything in his relatively short time 
as a Cllr that indicated the PC was trying to avoid anything in terms of 
supporting people who lived in the piazza.  The PC was very fortunate to have 
had some good legal representation. 
 
Debbie Clarke commented that the people on the parish council now were not 
on the parish council then so it was only fair to give them time to be brought up 
to speed. 
 
Joseph commented that the PC represents the businesses, use the businesses 
but don’t support them which was a worry to him. 
 
Mary Singleton commented that the hall had been gifted to the community by 
the original developer.  The PC was here to represent the whole community not 
just the people who live in the piazza and there are costs involved. 
 
Flora Alphonse was a new resident on Lakeside.  She said it wasn’t about the 
PC being helpful and supportive, it was about making things equal.  The PC 
uses the services as well as the businesses, the commercial and the residents, 
they all have to pay a service charge.  Even if the PC is just paying the buildings 
insurance, the businesses have to do that too.  The PC has a part to play in 
paying to maintain the area.  She did not understand how the PC could opt out. 
 
Mary Singleton responded that we all have our own properties here and all have 
to pay for our own rooves to be fixed or land to be fixed and in the piazza the 
cost was shared. 
 
Cllr Bolt gave his personal view that he even thought the PC is not compelled to 
under the terms of the lease, the PC has a moral and ethical obligation to 
contribute to the businesses and the upkeep of the hall.  At the committee 
meeting, these were the views he had expressed and he had been surprised to 
learn that the businesses and residents are responsible for all costs.  If the 
businesses in the piazza close the whole feeling of the community will change.   
 
Cllr P Carlin-Page had also been surprised to learn that the PC had opted out of 
paying the service charge.  We have a principle here which we have to stick to 
and the principle is that we are in it together.   
 
Mick Morgan commented that the realism was that it would have an impact on 
the precept.  If it was a significant increase, it was not something that the PC 
should decide, it should be taken to the residents. 
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 Cllr Rose thanked everyone for their contributions.  The issue would be 
discussed later on in the formal part of the meeting.  The PC is left with a budget 
that was decided by the previous council and cannot change it half way through 
the year.  Whatever decision is made it would not happen this year.   

 

   
Council Meeting  

   
25.18 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 15th May 2025  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
25.19 Planning Matters  

 1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted – no update 
2. 2. 25/01261/APP 52 Avocet Way Watermead Householder application 

for proposed garage conversion and construction of first floor side 
extension - the PC resolved that it had no objections. 

 

   
25.20 Neighbourhood Plan Update  
 The Clerk advised that the government had cut the funding for neighbourhood 

plans.  We are quite fortunate that we are fairly progressed on the plan.  She 
had contacted localities but unfortunately the contact is currently on sick leave 
and she is waiting to hear back from Buckinghamshire Council on how we move 
forward. 
 
Mick Morgan added that it was unfortunate that funding had been withdrawn 
and this would potentially have a further impact on the budget.  There was 
currently nothing in budget for the neighbourhood plan. 
 
To consider Member Support and re-engage with our Planning Consultant. 

 

   
25.21 Flood Risk Development Plan  
 Following the most recent meeting of the group (Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, 

Cllr Attrill & the Clerk) a draft plan is now being prepared by Joseph Irwin. 
 

   
25.22 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for June 2025 
1. The payment schedule for June 2025 was agreed. 

 

 



5 of 10 
  

Payment	Schedule Jun-25 	

Company Invoice	No Allocation Net	Amount	VAT	 Gross	Amount

Payment	
Method	(if	Chq	
provide	Number) Comments

Mobile	Mini	 7003643246 R&M	Land	 £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS
Ian	Whittome	 21st	May	2025	 Grass	 £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS

CLC	Grounds	Maintenance	
3744-3746	&	

3772
Litter,	R&M,	Grass	&	
Allotments	 £2,324.24 £0.00 £2,324.24 BACS Grass,	R&M,	Litter	&	Allotments	

Michelle	Jackson	 Jun-25 Assistant	Clerk	 £315.44 £0.00 £315.44 BACS
Noreen	Shardlow	 Jun-25 Clerk	&	Office/Expenses	 £2,102.29 £0.00 £2,102.29 BACS
HMRC	 Jun-25 PAYE	&	NI	 £763.01 £0.00 £763.01 BACS
G.	M.	Hall 	&	Co	 Jun-25 PAYE	 £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS

Noreen	Shardlow	Hall	Management Jun-25 Hall	Management	 £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS
British	Gas	 600026660 Gas	Supply	Vil lage	Hall 	 £39.82 £1.99 £41.81 Direct	Debit	
DJL	Services Jun-25 Land	 £100.00 £0.00 £100.00 BACS

Castle	Water	 10006714619 Water	Supply	Allotments	 £179.23 £35.85 £215.08 BACS
E.ON	Next	Electricity	 A-CA102F38 Gatehouse	Electricity £34.74 £1.74 £36.48 BACS
E.ON	Next	Electricity	 A-4A9A8D6C Electricity	Supply	V.	Hall 	 £59.79 £2.99 £62.78 BACS
E.ON	Next	Electricity	 A-7F27D6CF Electricity	Bandstand	 £17.36 £0.87 £18.23 Direct	Debit	
Buckinghamshire	Council 	 2209023863 Land	&	Hall	Bins	 £167.05 £0.00 £167.05 Direct	Debit	

Shield	Dog	Waste	Services	 8968
Dog	Waste	Bin	
Collections	 £238.34 £47.67 £286.01 BACSFirst	Aid	Training	

Course/Berkhamsted	Town	
Council 19 First	Aid	Renewal	Course	 £107.00 £21.40 £128.40 BACS

N.	Shardlow	Expenses	Apr	-	June	25 Various

Various	postage,	Office	
Ink,	Copier	Paper,	
Tarpaulin	for	Plant	
Project,	Envelopes £106.17 £0.00 £106.17 BACS

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Routine	Payments	Total £7,353.08 £124.23 £7,477.31

Non	Routine	Payment	

ACC	Facil ities	Management	 ACC/14301
Facil ities	for	Larks	by	
the	Lake	 £336.00 £67.20 £403.20

To	be	reclaimed	from	the	Events	
Committee	

Electrical	Testing	Limited 65805
Street	Column	Testing	for	
Hanging	Baskets	 £1,000.00 £200.00 £1,200.00

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Non	Routine	Payments	Total £1,336.00 £267.20 £1,603.20

Total £8,689.08 £391.43 £9,080.51

Cllr	Signature: Date	Approved:

Cllr	Signature: Date	Approved:

Approval	for	Electronic	
Payments	-	To	be	signed	
by	two	Cllr.	Signatories	at	
meeting	of	the	Parish	

Council	
 

 
 

2. To agree the accounts to the end of May 2025 - The Clerk had previously 
circulated the accounts to the end of May 2025, which were approved.  Cllr P 
Carlin-Page requested to continue with the briefing meetings to get a firmer 
understanding of the finances. 

 
3. Notice of Parish Council Vacancy Update 

To confirm that Buckinghamshire Council have received the required number of 
requests from electors to trigger a by election for the casual vacancy at 
Watermead Parish Council dated 16 May 2025. The date of poll has been set 
for Thursday 17 July 2025.  I can confirm that all hall users for this date have 
been notified that they will not be able to use the hall on this day and the July 
meeting of Watermead Parish Council will now take place (as agreed) 
Wednesday 16th July 2025. 

 
Candidates wishing to stand for election need to be directed to Buckinghamshire 
Council Electoral Services, who can help candidates, complete their nomination 
papers. They can confirm elector numbers and can also provide a copy of the 2 
June electoral register on request. 

  
Candidates wishing to stand for election must submit their nomination papers to 
a Deputy Returning Officer at The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, HP19 
8FF between 10am on Thursday 12 June and 4pm on Friday 20 June 2025 
(excluding weekends).  

 
Nomination forms may only be hand delivered between those dates during the 
hours of 10am and 4pm. Nomination papers must be hand delivered no later 
than 4pm on Friday 20 June 2025.  
 
Candidates should book an appointment to hand in nomination papers by 
contacting elections@buckinghamshire.gov.uk or 01296 798141. Shortly after 
the nomination deadline at 4pm on 20 June, we will send you the list of 
candidates standing for election, or, if we only receive one nomination we will 
confirm that the poll is uncontested. 
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25.23 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
 Cllr Attrill left the meeting for the following agenda item  
   
1 Communications received from Watermead Lakeside Residents Association  
 Dear Eric 

  
There is a pigeon infestation at the Lakeside, about you are most probably aware of 
already. 
  
The ledges of our rooms are constantly covered in droppings (see pictures below) 
and this creates unsanitary environment for us due to the risk of inhaling their 
waste. The droppings attract flies and other insects, creating an unsanitary 
environment. Moreover, pigeon droppings carry pathogens such as Histoplasma, 
Cryptococcus, and Chlamydia psittaci, which are linked to serious respiratory 
diseases like histoplasmosis, cryptococcosis, and psittacosis. 
  
Being at the end of the building facing the lake, 30 Lakeside, we are most affected, 
but so are other neighbours. We realised that we had an issue already in 2021 
when we moved in and raised it with our freeholder. The pigeons flock was way 
smaller at the time though and less visitors were feeding the birds, and we 
somehow managed with a kite hawk and regular (very unpleasant and potentially 
harmful) cleaning. Our freeholder didn’t do much and at some point, last year we 
also contacted the Buckinghamshire Council, who did not answer at all at the time. 
The freeholder agreed signs do not feed the birds to be installed, but this was not 
and is not enforced. The previous Parish council were also aware as Denis had 
spoken to them. 
 
In the meantime, the numbers of pigeons increased dramatically, people feed them 
constantly on the piazza, which is often covered in bird poo and around the lake. 
There is a regularly someone feeding birds near the crematorium’s parking with 20 
kg of birdseeds (see below in the email chain), and a neighbour at the Heron Road 
(the blue house) appears to keep some pigeons as pets as I can see that is 
regularly feeding them on the roof of the conservatory/house. 
 
We can’t enjoy our property -the terrace is unusable, outside is disgusting and is not 
normal that we are supposed to clean bird faeces from the ledges of the 2nds floor 
where our bedrooms are (see below) and the entrance patch. Cleaning anyway 
became pointless with the increase in pigeons’ population, especially with the warm 
weather. 
 
We risk breathing basically the dust of the pigeons’ excrements when windows at 
the second floor are open. 
 
When people feed the birds, and especially when warm and sunny, the pigeons s 
birds are constantly on the roof waiting for food, waking us up when the sun is out 
and increasing the risk of the leakages with all the subsequent problems and 
expenses.  
 
This is also dangerous for the health and safety, and we need your help to sort out 
this problem as soon as possible. 
 
The Buckinghamshire Council Environmental Health are aware as we contacted 
them again and– below all the information. 
  
Best regards 
Gergana and Denis 
 
Thank you for your message about the pigeon problem on the Piazza. I 
sympathise with your predicament but I am not sure that there is anything the 
Parish Council can do as we don't own the Piazza or the area of land on the other 
side of the lake where feeding takes place. But you could bring it up in the public 
part of the next Council Meeting on Thursday 19th when both Buckinghamshire 
councillors should be present. 
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Kind Regards 
 
Dear Eric 
  
Thank you for your reply 
Unfortunately, both I and Denis will be away next week and not able to be present in 
person. 
Marcia Lang kindly offered to represent us and to read a statement on our behalf. 
 
I am aware that the Parish Council does not own the land, but the piazza and the 
area surrounding the lake, have a public right to way and is accessible 24 hours 
without restrictions, and the council has the duty of addressing public safety issue. 
 
As mentioned, we urgently need Buckinghamshire Council to intervene, and we 
hope the Parish Council will also step up. 
 
Wildlife feeding is a topic in several councils in England, and they are discussing 
and acting to implement Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) to stop wild bird 
feeding. 
Would the Parish Council be able to assist with a campaign of sensibilisation of the 
public could be considered and also keeping the attention high to ensure that the 
Buckinghamshire Council will intervene?  
 
It was agreed for the Parish Council to contact the two Unitary Ward Cllrs to ask for 
assistance with Environment Health at Buckinghamshire Council.  
 
Service Charge Contributions Communication 
 

 A communication was received from the Chairman of the Watermead Lakeside 
Residents Association (WLRA).  
  

 

 Cllr Bolt’s view is to support the residents and businesses and had been surprised 
to read the historical notes.  Although there was no legal requirement he felt there 
was a moral obligation.  He would support an increase in the precept and would be 
interested in the opinion of the other Cllrs whether it should be taken back to the 
residents. There is no money available in budget for this year but he proposed that 
the PC pay its share. 
 
Cllr P Carlin-Page felt the PC was there to support the businesses and the 
community and would be unhappy not to be doing that.  He was concerned that 
there was businesses running in the village hall and he would like to see the 
contract and the liabilities. 
 
Cllr Y Carlin-Page agreed that it was an ethical and moral position and understood 
the concerns of the WLRA. 
 
Cllr Rose asked if it was agreed in principle to find the money in order to continue to 
pay the service charge in next year’s budget and at the same time look at other 
charges apart from the precept as means of finding that money.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Bolt and unanimously agreed.    

 

   
 Cllr Attrill returned to the meeting  
   
2 Community Planting Project Update   
 The wooden planter on the Balloon Meadow has now been planted.  

 
A fun planting day was had by all in the Village Hall when the group organised a 
children’s seed planting day. Several plants were also donated on the day. 
 
Marcia and Patrina have visited Buckingham Nursery to investigate established tree 
prices. 
 
Marcia would like a meeting with Westerleigh to see if they will help with this project.  
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Would the Parish Council be willing to order the trees on behalf of the group, to 
enable VAT relief?  The Clerk to take advice to check this was permissible and if so 
it was agreed to purchase the trees. 
 
A vote of thanks was given to The Clerk for all her help on this project. 

   
3 Request received from Watermead Piscatorials  
 Following our meeting on May 28, 2025, I am writing to summarize the key areas 

where we require the Parish Council’s assistance and agreement. The fishing club 
greatly values the excellent relationship we have with the council, and we hope, with 
your support, to continue our program of works aimed at maintaining and improving 
the environment around the lake. We genuinely believe these efforts benefit both 
the fishing community and visitors who enjoy the lake for social and recreational 
purposes. 

Commitment to Safety and Compliance 
As we discussed, in today’s environment, ensuring safety is paramount. We are 
dedicated to ensuring all work undertaken complies with written method statements 
and risk assessments, and we maintain appropriate insurance cover through the 
Angling Trust and Fish Legal. Regular checks on fishing swims will also be 
conducted to ensure their maintenance and safety. 
 
However, for insurance purposes, it is necessary to demonstrate clear permission 
from the landowner for the types of work being carried out. While we have truly 
appreciated the council’s light administrative approach, as discussed in our 
meeting, a formal written agreement would greatly simplify this process for both 
parties. This agreement could mirror the initial arrangement from 2005, when fishing 
rights were granted, while being updated and incorporating additional provisions 
outlined below. 

Proposed Agreement Updates 

We propose the following updates to the agreement: 
• Reflect Parish Council ownership of the lake. 
• Adopt a rolling contract to replace annual renewals, with a suitable break 

clause acceptable to both parties. 
• Granting of formal permission for the fishing club to build and maintain 

fishing pegs/platforms. 
• Define landscaping activities the club is permitted to undertake. 
• Authorize the temporary ‘cordoning off’ in areas during scheduled works, as 

outlined in risk assessments, to minimize risk to the public. 
• Allow signage on fishing pegs indicating they are not accessible to the 

general public to ensure safety. 

We welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss additional considerations the 
council may wish to include. 

Continuation of Works 2025 
Currently, our program of works is temporarily paused due to our Works Party Lead 
stepping back for health reasons, and the transition to a replacement who is 
preparing agreements and plans for the remainder of the year. To assist in the 
continuance of work and make the most of favourable weather conditions, we 
propose that maybe a letter of agreement could be provided by the council to allow 
temporary continuation of works while the more formal contract is finalized? 
 
We hope this letter aligns with our recent discussions and look forward to working 
together to continue to maintain and enhance the lake’s environment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Martin Mynott Chairman Watermead Piscatorials 
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Cllr Rose proposed to work with the Piscatorials to produce a new up to date 
contract.  This was seconded by Cllr Attrill and unanimously agreed.  The 
Piscatorials were happy to contribute to any legal costs in achieving this.  Thanks 
were given to the Piscatorials for the work they undertake. 
 
Fishing on the large lake was discussed and communication with the former owner 
of the lake.  It was proposed and agreed to make a fresh approach to the new 
owner.  Cllr P Carlin-Page was happy to make contact. 
 
Cllr Y Carlin-Page had been approached by a concerned resident earlier that day 
regarding a group of 10/15 jumping off the jetty into the lake causing a nuisance. 

   
4 Request received to form a Parish Liaison Group  
 Marica Lang had made a request to form a parish liaison group.  She felt that if 

people feel very strongly about something and wanted it to go on the agenda, 
possibly the week or two before a parish council meeting there could be a date set 
aside for The Clerk to be available to speak to them so the issue could be added to 
the agenda, rather than being raised in the open forum part of the meeting.  Cllr 
Rose commented that any issues raised in writing or by telephone in advance can 
be put on the agenda. 

 

   
5 To update of Land Registry Matters  
 The Clerk has continued to email Burges Salmon for an update.  The last 

communication received was to advise that our contact was on sick leave. 
 

   
6 To update of Land and Routine Land Work  
 Routine Land Works 

 
Seating Ground Conditions  
Currently awaiting options from D. Lucas  
  
Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps due to commence. 
 
Outdoor Gym Seating Areas  
 
Quotation received from John Bitmead 
 
Watermead Gym Tables 
 
3 sheets anti-slip Phenolic coated plywood £750.00 
92 M10 coach bolts, nuts and cover caps £100.00 
42 countersunk M10 bolts and nuts & covers £45.00 
Labour £900.00 
2 Rounding over cutters £50.00 
 
Total £1845.00 
 
*** Awaiting Quote from Robin Hurrell & Dave Lucas *** 
 
Following receipt of these prices John Bitmead has subsequently advised he will 
provide a quotation using a marine ply, which will be a cheaper option for the Parish 
Council.  
 
Proludic who originally installed all the equipment at the Outdoor Gym have been 
successful in sourcing the items needed to repair the seating areas and have 
advised as follows: 
 
Please see attached quotation as well as the below message from our Aftersales.  
 
The parts are priced heavily as the unit has been discontinued for more than 10 
years.  I have priced to replace the damaged missing parts, although should they 
wish to replace all the tabletops, the cost would be almost another £1000.  I haven’t 
included the oval tabletop for the bench unit as I think they could sand and varnish, 
for your reference the cost of this is £876.24 excluding VAT and delivery. I would 
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have thought it would be more cost effective to buy new ones from another supplier. 
 
Cost for all damaged items £1804.86 not including installation. 

   
7 To update on Allotments  
 No update.  
   
8 To report on Village View  
 Mary Singleton reported that the next issue would be published in September and 

the deadline for contributions was 28 July.  Cllr Rose to prepare a Chairman’s 
report.  Cllr Rose thanked Mary for continuing to be the editor. New Cllrs to do a 
short write up about themselves.  Cllr P Carlin-Page commented that the Village 
View was much better in quality and content when compared to the Vale magazine 
which was all adverts. 

 

   
9 To report on Village Hall to include: Village Hall Signage Request   
 The preferred option was the capitalised version and it was agreed to proceed with 

Sign Wizzard at a cost of approximately £50. 
 

   
10 To update of Transport/Highways to include: 

Hanging Baskets Update - The column testing (columns around roundabout) has 
now taken place and all columns have passed the test.  Our hanging basket 
provider has been contacted and installations of the hanging baskets are scheduled 
to take place in the next week. 
Contact received about Estate Agents Boards - A resident has made contact 
with the Office and also spoke to a Councillor with regard to the number of Estate 
Agents boards within Watermead (mainly along Ayleswater). 

 

   
11 Florence Nightingale Open Gardens  
 To take place on 6 July 2025.  
   
12 Watermead Events Committee Update Larks by the Lake 2025  
 Run by an independent events committee, it had been a very successful event.  A 

vote of thanks was given to the events committee for organising such a great day. 
 

   
25.13 Date of next meeting  
 Wednesday 16 July, 18 September, 16 October, 20 November, 4 December 

(Budget meeting) 15 January 2026, 19 February 2026, 19 March 2026, 16 April 
2026 

 

   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

 
 
 
 


