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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 19 October 2023 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr Severn (Chair), Cllr A Schwab, Cllr M Morgan, Cllr A Bond, Cllr M Singleton, Cllr D Forder 

BC Cllr Diana Blamires, Noreen Shardlow (Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Clerk) 
plus 3 members of the public – Graham Severn, Mr & Mrs Dorr 

 
   
23.47 Apologies  
 Cllr I Schwab  
   
23.48 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – Cllr A 

Schwab on any items relating to Legal and Cllr A Bond on any items relating to 
Planning, the Community Board or Buckinghamshire Council. 

 

   
23.49 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 No police report received.  
   
23.50 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting including Land Request received from Mick Dorr Smiles Charity 
 

 Mick Dorr wished to hold a regatta at the beginning of July 2024 to raise money for 
Smiles Charity supported by Hemel Hempstead Kayak and Canoeing Club.  The 
event would be held on the large lake subject to permission being received from Mr 
Pardis.  It was hoped to have a few stalls on the balloon meadow.  Health & Safety 
reports, risk assessments and insurance would be provided by the Canoe Club.  
Professional paddleboarders to race from the jetty to the bandstand.  There would 
also be 8 person paddle boards which would be for teams.  Cllr Singleton to include 
details in the Spring edition of the Village View.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Singleton 

   
  The Chairman thanked the visitors for their attendance.   
   

Council Meeting 
   
23.51 To agree the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 21 September 2023  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
23.52 Planning Matters  
 1 To update on any Planning Applications submitted – no new applications and 

no updates on existing applications. 
 

   
23.53 Neighbourhood Plan  
 An Open Day was held on Saturday 22nd July 2023 at the Village Hall. The purpose 

of this final date was for the Green Spaces assessment to be presented along with 
a general update on where we are with the plan. 
 
The next stage will then be the Regulation 14 which requires the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan proposal to be the subject of a pre-submission consultation 
before it is submitted to the local authority for independent examination. The 
consultation for this should last at least 6 weeks. 
 
The Neighbourhood Planning Team will now be making plans to see how to make 
the plan and the work undertaken more visible to people on a regular basis. Plans 
are being made to include it on the website and a number of copies to be distributed 
around local businesses. QR codes were also discussed. 
 
Once all these plans are confirmed after our meeting with Sally Chapman, our 
retained planning consultant, an announcement will be made by The 
Neighbourhood Planning Team.  

 

  
23.54 Finance & Administration 
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 1. The accounts to the end of September 2023 were agreed.  
   
 2. To agree the payment schedule for October 2023  

 

 
 
Three further payments were agreed as follows: 
 
Dave Lucas £350 
Ian Whittome £50 
Vale Countryside Volunteers £200 
 

 3. Civility and Respect Project Early Day Motion  
 Following the expiry of the first Early Day Motion (EDM), Dr Julian Lewis, MP for 

New Forest East, has tabled another EDM calling on the government to re-visit its 
response to the Committee on Standards in Public Life report on local government 
ethical standards including the introduction of tougher sanctions to deal with poor 
behaviour in local councils. 

Members are urged to contact their local MPs and encourage them to sign 
this EDM 

What are EDMs? 

EDMs are motions submitted for debate in the House of Commons for which no day 
has been fixed. Whilst few are debated, many attract a great deal of public interest 
and media coverage. 

They are used to record individual MPs' views or draw attention to specific events or 
campaigns. By attracting the signatures of other MPs, they can demonstrate the 
level of parliamentary support for a particular cause or point of view. 

What can you do? 

The more MPs who support this EDM, the more likely it is to get discussed in 
parliament. Please either table an agenda item to pass a resolution for your council 
to write to the local MP asking that they back this motion and have it discussed in 
parliament or write to your MP as an individual.  

 

Payment Schedule Oct-23  

Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

Payment 
Method (if Chq 
provide Number) Comments

Mobile Mini 7003040288 R&M £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS
Ian Whittome Oct-23 Grass £50.00 £0.00 £50.00 BACS

3208-3210
3180-3182 Grass, R&M, Litter & 

Allotments £2,005.00 £0.00 £2,005.00 BACS Grass, R&M, Litter & Allotments
Michelle Jackson Oct-23 Assistant Clerk £278.60 £9.00 £287.60 BACS
Noreen Shardlow Oct-23 Clerk & Office £1,822.29 £0.00 £1,822.29 BACS
HMRC Oct-23 PAYE & NI £593.49 £0.00 £593.49 BACS
G. M. Hall & Co Oct-23 Payroll £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS

Village Hall Management Oct-23 Hall Management £600.00 £0.00 £600.00 BACS
British Gas Business 600026660 Vi l lage Hal l  Gas  Supply £33.36 £0.00 £33.36 DD
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38 The Gatehouse £30.75 £1.54 £32.29 BACS
Buckinghamshire Council Bins 2205064639 Village Hall & Land £257.90 £0.00 £257.90 DD

Dave Lucas Oct-23
Litter Land R & M VH & 
Allot £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 BACS Awaiting Invoice 

Herts Supplies H092306569
Village Hall Cleaning 
Supplies £41.38 £8.28 £49.66 BACS

Castle Water 2258070 Allotment Water Supply £139.54 £27.91 £167.45 BACS

Routine Payments Total £5,930.91 £58.45 £5,989.36

Non Routine Payment 
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00 BACS

£0.00 £0.00 BACS
£0.00 £0.00 BACS

Non Routine Payments Total £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Total £5,930.91 £58.45 £5,989.36

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Approval for Electronic 
Payments - To be signed 

by two Cllr. Signatories at 
meeting of the Parish 

Council 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60320
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60320
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We’ve designed template letters which you can use to contact your MP on this 
issue. You may like to amend or personalise it with an introduction and sign-off; if 
appropriate, the inclusion of any personal experiences will help add context and 
influence. Template letters sent via email. 
 
It was unanimously agreed to support and put together a policy.  

   
 4. Budget 2024/2025 Preparations  
 The accounts for September 2023, previously sent now have a blank budget column 

for 2024/2025.  The Clerk to start preparing ready for the November meeting 
guesstimated figures.  Any requests for consideration to be emailed to the Clerk prior 
to the November meeting.  Budget meeting to be held on 7 December at 7pm. 

 

   
23.55 Reports, Requests and Recommendations Received  
   
1 To update on Land Registry Matters  
 Cllr I Schwab still chasing via telephone and email.  
   
2 To update on Land & Routine Land Work  
 New Walkway Kestrel Way  

 
New Update: Focuss Construction have paid £300 towards the caps. The Clerk to 
instruct Mr Lucas to carry out the works.   
 
A resident of Watermead would like to start a Simply Walking initiative and the PC 
supported the idea.  Details to be included in the Village View and also the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Volunteers would be needed to lead walks. 
 
Bird Information Boards – Cllr Bond, Cllr Forder and Clerk 
Cllr Forder and the Clerk had met with Katrina Holyoake Co-ordinator of the Wing 
and Ivinghoe Community Board that day and Cllr Forder had put together his ideas 
to update the information boards. A QR code would be included which could be 
scanned and information downloaded to a phone. Cllr Forder had started on a 
digital copy which would be included in the Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
Litter Bins 
The bins are now being monitored and once we see a more regular reduction we 
will reduce to one collection a week and off hire the purple bins.  
 
Existing Benches Ground Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets 

 
 

The Clerk 
 
 
 

Cllr Singleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Forder 

   
3 Large Lake Walkway Project  
 As agreed at the July 2023 Parish Council meeting the Walkway Project figures were 

presented at the last Neighbourhood Plan Open Day.  One resident was fully 
supportive of the project at the precept being raised to cover the initial costings one 
was against and three people advised they would think about it and pop a note 
through the Village Hall door.   
 
Whilst preparations were being made for the View it was agreed to put a poll on the 
website.  The results received so far are as below.   
 
Yes 9 – No 12 
 
Only 21 people out of a population of around 2,000 had voted.  It was agreed to 
include in the Winter edition of the Village View with a deadline for voting of 15 
January 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Singleton 

   
4 To Report on Allotments  
 Allotment AGM scheduled for Wednesday 15th November 2023, 7:30pm at 

Watermead Village Hall.   
 

   
5 To update on Village View   
 Cllr Singleton reported that the deadline for submissions was 26 October.  An editorial 

meeting to be held on Sunday 22 October. 
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6 To report on Village Hall  
 No update.  
   
7 To update on Transport/Highways  
 Buckinghamshire Council – Works That Remain Outstanding 

 
Cllr Bond had chased on the MVAS & Street Lighting Column Balloon Meadow, street 
lighting column on the Spine Road/The Watermead Inn crossing and MVAS on exit 
to Watermead 
 
These works would be undertaken on 14 February 2024 and not September 2023 as 
advised previously by Zoe Ford (update below).  The PC expressed their concerns 
that this timeframe is too long and asked can these works be brought forward.  
 

 
 
Permanent bollards on traffic island.  The brickwork edging is falling into the road. 
 

 
 
 
Update received from Buckinghamshire Council  
Report received from Zoe Ford at Buckinghamshire Council 
 
I have spoken to the ITS team re the VAS and the street lighting team with regards 
to the bollards and street lights: 
  
The VAS on Watermead   - we have been informed that the ITS team will be adding 
the replacement VAS to the new replacement column LC008, this will be a 
strengthened column so the  VAS can be installed on the column thus avoiding an 
extra pole and avoiding street clutter.  They are awaiting a date when the replacement 
column will be installed.   The Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on exit from the estate 
was inspected on 20 March 2023 and the main control Printed Circuit Board (PCB) 
was found to have failed. This component is now obsolete and we are unable to 
source a new replacement. We are trying to source a salvaged part to use otherwise 
we may have to look at replacing the whole sign. 
This work is on a programme of works but they are not able to provide me with a firm 
date unfortunately. 
  
The bollards and street light on Watermead  - Column LC018 which needs replacing 
and 2 bollards also - the column is on an imminent program of works and the Bollards 

 



5 of 5 
 

are on a program following the column replacements. 
 
They hope that they will start by the middle of September. 
 
Communication Received  
A communication from Dr Rose was received and circulated, wishing to record his 
concerns about the traffic and speeding. Dr Rose had been emailed on a previous 
occasion of where we stand with the replacement MVAS equipment and it was agreed 
to send Cllr Bond’s update of this meeting (new timeframe).  
 
20mph – The Parish Council confirmed that this was discussed at previous meeting 
and concerns were raised over the cost for surveys & consultation. Cllr Bond 
confirmed that many applications for a 20mph were being refused. The PC 
questioned the management of traffic for 20mph as enforcement was not managed 
at 30mph.   

   
8 Watermead Christmas Fair and Carol Concert  
 The Christmas Fair would be held on 2 December and the Carol Concern on 9 

December. 
 

   
9 Land Request received from Smiles Charity Mick Dorr  
 It was unanimously agreed to support the charity event subject to all documentation 

being received. 
 

   
23.56 Date of meetings  
 16 November 2023, 7 December 2023 (budget meeting)  
   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.21pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

   
   
   


