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Watermead Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 19 September 2024 at 7.30pm
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead

Attendees: ClIr Severn (Chair), Cllir A Schwab, Clir M Singleton, Clir A Bond
Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk)
BC CliIr Diana Blamires plus 19 members of the public

Apologies
Clr I Schwab, Cllr M Morgan, Cllr D Forder were all unwell. Apologies were
accepted.

Declarations of Interest

To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda — Clir A
Bond on any items relating to Planning, the Community Board or
Buckinghamshire Council.

To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property
No police report received.

Homeless Person - Monday 19" August 2024 whilst out walking the large lake
Ashley Jones made contact to let us know that she spotted some blue tarpaulin
which could been seen when at the lakes edge by Robins Bench to the left. |
sent an email to the Police as | was unable to pop down that afternoon and PC
Ashley Collins made a visit a few hours later and sent the following update:

“Took me a while to find the location being spoken about but | eventually did.

Essentially, it looks like someone has formed some sort of make-shift hut/tepee
out of large branches, within this was a collapsed old mouldy tent that’s clearly
been there and unused for some time. Around a 1 minute walk from there was
also a piece of tarpaulin that looks like it is pulled over another branched area to
protect from rain.

There was no signs of anyone actually living there i.e. no personal belongings,
no discarded food or drink items etc”

Upon receipt of this email, | made contact with Dave Lucas to clear the area.
Dave visited the following morning and sent me the below image. Dave
accessed the area from the beach end of the lake and even though there was
no one there it is clearly evident that there is someone using this area. The
following morning whilst on site this morning with Dave | popped down to take a
look and there was a gentleman asleep under the tarpaulin.

This matter was reverted back to PC Ashley Collins for him to advise and revisit.

| have now received confirmation from the Police that they have now reached
out to the Rough Sleeper Initiative for the Aylesbury area

(Buckinghamshire Council). Visits are now underway from their Outreach
service to try to arrange support services, ultimately to deal with the male's
homelessness. | have been advised that the Police are also making regular
Visits.

Attempted Vehicle & Property Break Ins — Contact was made with the Police
following communications received. PC Ashley Collins replied as follows:

Also, just to provide a bit of reassurance in relation to this, Watermead is on the
briefing for all of Aylesbury officers to conduct night time patrols because of the
attempted break ins. So in the early hours of the morning patrol cars will be in
the area.
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24.36

Whilst I've been on late shifts this week, | have also been conducting patrols
around Watermead at the end of my shift between 10pm and midnight.

Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm — 8.10pm followed by the Council
Meeting

Debbie Clarke — “I was shocked to read in the Village View that the PC is hoping
to build a new community facility and an enterprise courtyard with commercial
units on Watermead. | don’'t believe most people on Watermead want more
building on Watermead and | would like the green space to stay as green space.
The PC has previously opposed development in and near Watermead so this
seems like a u-turn. | am aware of the issue between the PC and the freeholder
over the use of the village hall but | feel that can be managed and | don’t think
this is sufficient reason to spend a lot of money buying land and building a new
hall and more shops. Watermead already has shops and a village hall.
Although the PC mentions raising funding, inevitably some money from our
precept will also be used. It would be far better if the PC focussed on doing the
every day stuff that it is supposed to do. For such a massive change of tact |
feel the PC should have asked the residents not just assumed we would support
this. | see the announcement in the VV, which is not posed as a question but as
a definite plan. There is a failure of democracy.”

Cllr Severn — The land in question is Mr Bone’s land and the PC are trying to
prevent a warehouses/waste transfer station being built there. Firstly Mr Bone
has agreed, if we can arrange to get grant funding that he will sell us the land.
In order to get Community Ownership Fund (COF) funding a business case or
some idea of what will be done with the money is required. You cannot say it is
to prevent development. Secondly the COF closed the day after the election
was announced and the current government is not sure when it will be
reopened. It is by no means certain that the PC will get the funding or have the
opportunity to ask for it. If we don’t Watermead is extremely vulnerable in that
particular area to a potential commercial development and with the changes to
the National Planning Policy Framework ("NPPF”), which the local planning
authorities have to adhere to. The proposals for the NPPF amendments for
Buckinghamshire see us needing about 4,800 additional houses in addition to
the 100,000 houses in Buckinghamshire. This is out for consultation at the
moment and the PC are trying to protect its open land. The PC would consider
a Youth Enterprise courtyard. When | put community facilities, | had in mind
things like tennis courts and obviously maybe cricket and possibly a small
pavilion but that would require grant funding and it would not be spent out of the
precept. It would be amazing to be able to acquire that land and keep it safe for
Watermead. There genuinely was going to be what would have been
warehouses/waste transfer station which would have operated 24 hours a day
the same as the one in Wendover behind the garden centre, bright lights, big
lorries and noise. The PC felt that while there was an opportunity to get proper
grant funding in excess of £1M then it should try.

Debbie Clarke — queried what the Chair meant by “there genuinely was going to
be a waste transfer station”, are you saying it was proposed and turned down?
If it was turned down it is no longer a threat.

Cllr Severn — it is still a threat. It could come back at any time. The football club
is an example of this. The PC had fought this for years but planning permission
has been granted.

James Bolt — asked if planning permission had been given or whether it was just
a proposal. This could be seen as scaremongering.

Cllr Severn — an application had been received for consultation and the PC had
opposed it and it was turned down.

James Bolt — why had he not heard of this before?

Cllr Severn — all planning applications are on the website, agenda and in the

20f9



minutes and available on the local planning portal.

James Bolt — expected this kind of information to be included in the Village
View.

Cllr Severn and Cllr Schwab advised that a public meeting had been held at
which approximately 80 people had attended.

James Bolt — In a recent election campaign video you stated a Village Hall.
Cllr Severn apologised for making this statement.

James Bolt — the first he saw a minute of this was in January last year when the
PC said it was looking to raise £1.75M. In this economic day and age, did the
PC think it is right to be raising that sort of money?

Cllr Severn — since it's a government funded grant it will cost the PC nothing. If
a waste transfer station or its ilk went ahead then it would have an incalculable
effect on Watermead. The PC was simply looking for the most sensible solution
by trying to buy the land. 35 years ago those who lived in Watermead bought
land between us by public subscription.

James Bolt — the survey put out a few years ago ranked the village hall 8™ out of
12, above that were numerous other ideas including repairs around the large
lake which the PC has done. However things like sports facilities was ranked 4™
so why not buy this land put a sports facility instead of a village hall.

Cllr Severn — in her Chairman’s view she said “community facility”. There was
space to have cricket, tennis but we are limited as to where we can put those
facilities. The current cricket pitch is owned by two trustees. The key is to have
the land and then go to referendum. The PC would ask everyone what they
wanted like they had done with the Neighbourhood Plan.

Parishioner asked about the outdoor gym and commented that it needed some
work doing.

ClIr Severn advised that it is being looked at, it is subject to ROSPA inspection
every year and the PC knows it needs improving.

Parishioner — maintenance comes with everything and the gatehouse had cost
£5k to do up. She queried what it is used for.

Cllr Severn — the original idea from the previous clerk was to have it as an
office. Unfortunately it has flooded and it is now only used for parish storage.
The PC were in talks with the crematorium who were interested in
renting/buying the gatehouse from the PC.

Roger Cooling — with the original plan that Mr Bone had to build commercial
units, there was uproar and the village hall was full and the application had been
withdrawn. The new plan being suggested had raised 200 negative comments
on All About Watermead Facebook page. He asked if all of the PC members
were in favour of purchasing the land and building a community facility. It was
confirmed that it had been a unanimous decision to apply for the grant. Roger
Cooling asked why do we need another Village Hall? We do not want a
commercial building here.

Parishioner commented that there are 2 issues:
1 Do people want us to own the land? Yes we do
2 Do we want a village hall? No we don’t

Debbie Clarke — if the real reason of wishing to buy the land is to stop
something less favourable being built on the land then why did she not say in
the Village View?
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Roger queried if the July minutes had been published, as he had been unable to
find them.

The Clerk advised that they had not yet been published as they hadn’t been
signed off as there had been no meeting in August. The Clerk would be raising
this later in the meeting regarding publishing draft minutes prior to them being
signed off at the forthcoming meeting.

It was agreed that should the PC not be successful in obtaining grant funding for
the land, a public subscription be investigated.

Parishioner asked if the PC had considered a 20 mph speed limit - Cllr Severn —
this is an issue for Bucks Highways not the PC. It is a policy Bucks Highways
would need to adopt and they haven’t. It is unlikely to be enforced. For the PC
to apply, a traffic order would be needed which cost several thousand pounds.
The spine road has an MVAS, crocodile teeth painted on the roads and the
village gates to slow traffic. Volunteers were needed for community speedwatch.
Darren Hubbard and Mandy & Andy Pearce offered to assist. Letters have been
sent to the operators of the buses which speed along the spine road.

Parishioner hoped someone would be properly thanking Ray Howse for
cleaning up the Watermead sign at the entrance on Mr Bone’s land.

Cllr Severn confirmed that she had already done so and a feature would be in
the next Village View.

Cllr Singleton added that another resident Jim Chignell had also cleared the
area in the past and had intended to do so again but Mr Howse got there first.

Parishioner questioned who owned the large lake as she had heard that the
man who had owned it had passed away. ClIr Severn advised that Hamid
Pardis had passed away but his daughter and son now own it. Parishioner said
there was a motorbike in it and asked if it would be removed. The Clerk had
contacted Westerleigh to see if they had any contact information for Arabella
(daughter) to get the bike removed. Darren Hubbard offered to help winch it
out.

Parishioner reported incidents of attempted thefts with front door handles being
tried over the last couple of weeks. It had been reported to the police who had
taken cctv footage. The Clerk had an email from PC Ashley Collins to reassure
that Watermead is on the briefing for all Aylesbury officers and night time patrols
would be conducted.

Use of drugs by the occupants of the Holiday Inn was discussed. Any incidents
should be reported to the police immediately. Clir Blamires requested that any
incidents be reported to her as well as the police. The hotel had security and a
police presence regularly. According to the police there have been no crimes in
the village as a result of the hotel residents.

Cameron Anderson from the pub to talk to Comptons about the possibility of
leaving the piazza car park lights on for longer as a deterrent.

Neighbourhood watch was discussed. Clir Severn suggested contacting the
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator at Thames Valley who can hold a public
meeting. Community Board to also be involved. A co-ordinator was needed for
each road and they must be DBS checked. ClIr Singleton to include an article in
the next Village View.

ClIr Blamires reported on the NPPF and the new guidelines for planning. It is
the biggest change to the planning policy since the end of the last world war.
Consultation would take place until 24 September and she urged parishioners to
express their views.
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Council Meeting

To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 18" July 2024
The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.

Planning Matters

To update on any Planning Applications submitted — no updates.

91 Lark Vale, Watermead — Householder application for single
storey front extension. Creation of parking space. Conversion of
garage to habitable space including alterations to fenestration — A
communication had been received from a concerned resident about this
application. The Clerk confirmed that their concerns would be raised at
the meeting but advised they must send their concerns to
Buckinghamshire Council, as they are the relevant decision making
authority. The PC addressed the concerns raised but as the application
was taking the parking arrangements into consideration they had no

material planning objections to the planning application.

Neighbourhood Plan

For the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) a grant application for this

service had to be submitted to Localities. This has been submitted and we are

awaiting next steps from our contact David Chapman.

24.37
24.38
1.
2.
24.39
24.40

Finance & Administration

1. The payment schedule for August & September 2024 was agreed.

Payment Schedule Sep-24

Payment

Method (if Chq
Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amour provide Number) Comments
Mobile Mini 7003331630|R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS

9th September
lan Whittome 2024|Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS
CLC Grounds Maintenance Awaitin Invoice|Litter, R&M & Grass £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 BACS Grass, R&M, Allotments & Litter
Michelle Jackson Sep-24|Assistant Clerk £302.47 £0.00 £302.47 BACS
Noreen Shardlow Sep-24|Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,049.10 £0.00 £2,049.10 BACS
HMRC Sep-24|PAYE & NI £656.63 £0.00 £656.63 BACS
G. M. Hall & Co Sep-24|PAYE £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS
Village Hall Management Sep-24|Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS
British Gas 600026660|Gas Supply Village Hall £7.41 £0.00 £7.41 Direct Debit
Dave Lucas 170924 |Land Various R&M £465.00 £0.00 £465.00 BACS
Village Hall and Land
Buckinghamshire Council Bins 207537|Bins £118.70 £0.00 £118.70 Direct Debit
Sign Wizzard 38466 |Land Signs £122.50 £24.50 £147.00 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38|Gatehouse July 2024 £34.35 £1.72 £36.07 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8D6C|Electricity Supply V. Hall £46.11 £2.31 £48.42 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF [Electricity Bandstand £18.56 £0.93 £19.49 Direct Debit
Herts Supplies H092403864 |Village Hall Supplies £99.34 £19.87 £119.21 BACS
Information Commissioner Z3321511|GDPR £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 BACS
Routine Payments Total £4,758.77 £61.05 £4,819.82
Non Routine Payment
Redecoration Village

ACC Facilities Management ACC/13351(Hall £1,635.00 £327.00 £1,962.00 BACS
ACC Facilities Management ACC/13352|Repair Internal Wall £710.00 £142.00 £852.00 BACS
Compton Insurance 200079291 |Voluntary Piazza Ins. Con £1,737.74 £0.00 £1,737.74 BACS
Non Routine Payments Total £4,082.74 £469.00 £4,551.74
Total £8,841.51 £530.05 £9,371.56

Cllr Signature:

ClIr Signature:

Date Approved:

Date Approved:

Payment to CLC for routine maintenance of £2,184 and Dave Lucas of £60 was also approved.

2. The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts to the end of August 2024,

which were approved.
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24.41

3. External Auditors Report — 2023/2024
The external audit for year ending March 2024 is now complete. Except for the
matters reported, transposition errors x 2, on the basis of our review of Sections
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our
opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with
Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause
for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been
met. Other matters not affecting their opinion but wish to draw to our attention
were none.

The Parish Council website and public noticeboard (requirement of the Accounts
and Audit (England) Regulations 2015) were updated and a “Notice of
Conclusion of Audit” (deadline for publication is 30th September) was published.

4. Publication of Draft Minutes Process
A communication had been received about the publication of draft minutes. The
Clerk had responded to advise that draft minutes would always be emailed
when requested. Moving forward the Clerk suggested and it was agreed that
draft minutes be published following circulation to Clirs on the website and
signed off at the following meeting.

5. Community Board Review
Clir Blamires had a meeting scheduled to discuss boundary changes..
Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations

To update on Land Registry Matters
A communication has been received on this matter, which the Clerk replied to. A
copy was provided to Clirs within the Clerk’s report.

At the July 2024 Parish Council it was proposed and unanimously agreed to offer
£5k for the verges and the 2 pieces of land. This offer had been accepted. The
Clerk to write to the residents of Waxwing Close to advise that the PC would not be
purchasing the area of land near them as the PC could not afford to. To confirm a
letter was hand delivered to Charlotte Lakin of Waxwing Close.

To update on the Community Ownership Fund

A post concerning the Community Ownership Fund was placed on Facebook. When
on my daily walks around Watermead, three residents have asked for clarification.

Email communications had been received on this matter since the posting and were
provided to Clirs within the Clerk’s report.

This subject matter was discussed in the open forum.

The PC would wait for the community ownership fund to reopen. Having received
feedback from parishioners who were at the meeting they indicated that they were
not keen on a youth enterprise centre or any commercial development. The PC
agreed that it would undertake a survey/referendum if and when it acquired the land
to find out what people did want.

To update of Land & Routine Land Work

VCV Day/s

Following my recent Watermead Walk with Adrian Bayliss of the Vale Countryside
Volunteers, | send below the suggested scope of works recommended around the
large lake.

1. The Middle Section — Wildflower Path near to Inlet. Cut and rake off vegetation to
ensure scrub doesn't take over from the wild flowers.
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2. The Beach Area Cut and rake off vegetation. Take about 2m off circumference of
large blackthorn dome. Dig out small patch of reedmace in the wild flower area.
Dates are 9th and 23rd October. Clirs agreed to two days at £150 per day.

Watermead Piscatorials Report

The Watermead Piscatorials have been very busy over the summer months
including repairs to the Duck House, tree works and bank improvements.

A vote of thanks was given to the piscatorials for all their work, especially Steven
Clark.

The piscatorials had requested and it was agreed that they could remove the barrier
and install some gates on the band stand so that they could clean up the island.

Piscatorials rental to be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
Request for funding for further Tree Works

As reported via email one of the Watermead Piscatorial members is a qualified Tree
Surgeon (North Bucks Tree Care) and has carried out a large scope of the works to
the small lake, including the removal two trees which fell into the lake earlier in the
year, free of charge at one of their arranged maintenance days. | have met with
North Bucks Tree Care and they have confirmed that they would like to be
considered as contractor for when we need quotations for the Parish. They have
also advised they would charge a fee of £700 for a full days works if needed. One
tree to consider would be the tree that fell some time ago by the bridge between the
two lakes. | know this is something that the Piscatorials would like to see removed
as this would improve the flow of the lake. Also as a side note all the wood from the
trees removed is now being utilised in the bank improvements. The Parish Council
agreed to one days work to include the tree under the bridge and two thinner trees
near to Spine Road as reported by ClIr Singleton.

Provision of fish supply from Neighbouring Parish

The Parish Council has been approached by a neighbouring Parish to see if we
would like to add more fish to the small lake. Prior to this being discussed by the
Council, the Clerk has spoken with the Watermead Piscatorials to see if this would
be of interest to them. They have confirmed this is of interest and if the Parish
Council are happy to agree this they would like to determine the types of fish and
the process of moving. The PC agreed to this.

Small Lake Walkway Bridge — Update received from Maydencroft

Phase 1 — carry out a detailed site survey of the bridge including access beneath it (
this will need permission from the local authority to wade into the lake and under the
bridge). Design the lifting and lateral retention systems............... £3036 + VAT

Phase 2 — set up site, lift the bridge and check the bearings for damage. Move it
back into position. Carry out repairs to the concrete abutments. Cost subject to
findings of detailed survey.

Phase 2 circa £6k - £7K dependant on what lifting method is achievable and final
design

Phase 3 — by Maydencroft to install the lateral restraint system. Cost subject to
design.

Phase 3 circa £5K - £11K dependant on design in Phase 1, the majority of timbers
appear to be reusable, however the deck boards could do with replacing with either
the recycled plastic version similar to the boardwalk on the far side of the lake or
with a timber replacement or there is a simulation Oak board we also use and |
have samples which comes in a range of styles and colours and is designed to look
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exactly like the Natural Oak board equivalent. That is why there is such a large
difference between the two figures as it will depend on what is chosen.

Hopefully that gives you enough for tonight’s meeting, and although the prices add
up they are still a lot cheaper than a brand new replacement bridge.

Thank you for sending the costings for Phase 2 & 3. So all in it would look
like we are looking in the region of just over £20,000. Out of curiosity how
much would a new bridge be of similar design or even a more simpler one?

A new bridge of simpler design at that length would be in the region of £48,000-
£60,000 plus installation costs so in total you wouldn’t get much change out of
between £78k & £100K depending on method of installation i.e. a crane would be
very costly and would be the only way a purpose built bridge could be installed. We
do get costs for bison bridges, which come as a kit form and the installation costs
are much cheaper but you would still be looking at £60-75K.

These are only ball park figures and | can get accurate quotes if you want them.

Just as a note the Watermead Piscatorials considered the bridge themselves,
however when they inspected they confirmed to me that the concrete support would
not be suitable any longer to lock the bridge into place and believed if they hoisted
and pinned down the bridge would lift again when the water levels rise.

Routine Land Works
D Lucas - Existing Benches Ground Works & Walkway Brackets and Walkway
Caps.

Communications received on Land Matters

Comments Received — These comments reflect the views of a number of residents.
The full communication and responses were included within the Clerk’s report and
sent to all ClIrs.

Hanging Baskets It was agreed to budget for hanging baskets for next year.

Purple Bins - New Bins to replace the summer purple ones. To be discussed at the
Annual Budget Meeting. The Clerk to off-hire the purple bins once the weather
permits.

Picnic Area Outdoor Gym — The Parish Council are currently awaiting pricing to
replace the table and seat tops.

Small Lake Bandstand - Unfortunately the bridge to the small lake bandstand was
lifted from the fixtures during the time of raised water levels. This is why the area is
closed. We are currently in discussion with a contractor. As discussed under the
Watermead Piscatorials report permission for gates to be installed has been
agreed.

Fencing/Barriers around the Small Lake This issue has been reported to the
Managing Agents of Guillemot Court and they have confirmed this will be actioned
in due course.

Vegetation around the Parish Land owned by the Parish Council is on the
contractor’s schedule. Areas reported that are not owned by the Parish Council are
being passed to the relevant landowner/household.

Condition of Spine Road including issues with scooter These matter to be
forwarded to our Buckinghamshire Councillors

Farmers Field
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A communication had been received about the current condition of the ditches
along the fields to the back of Watermead and the installation of a dog-waste bin.

The Clerk to contact the landowner again and also speak with Buckinghamshire
Council to see if they can advise or support.

4 To update on Allotments
Nothing to report.

5 To report on Village View
The Autumn issue had been the biggest yet with 40 pages. The deadline for
submission was 26 October for the Winter issue.

6 To report on Village Hall
The hall had been painted over the summer break.
A request for a voluntary contribution to the Piazza fees was received. This to be
considered at the annual Budget Meeting in December.

7 To update of Transport/Highways
Previously discussed.

8 Florence Nightingale Open Gardens
Sally Stocker arranged for 16 gardens to take part in this year’s event and a total of
£1300 was raised for the Florence Nightingale Hospice.

9 Watermead Events Committee Updates
Larks by the Lake after expenses made £2500. The proceeds to be split three
ways, two payments to two chosen charities and one third kept back for future
community events, including the film night.
At time of report the accounts for the Watermead Film Night are not finalised.

24.42 Date of next meetings
17 October, 21 November, 19 December (budget meeting).

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.58pm and
thanked people for their attendance.
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