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Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 20 February 2025 at 7.30pm 
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead 

 
Attendees: Cllr Severn (Chair), Cllr A Schwab, Cllr M Singleton, Cllr A Bond, Cllr M Morgan  

BC Cllr Diana Blamires, Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk) 
plus 11 members of the public Chris Card, Annelise Atrill, Mike Atrill, Marcia Lang, Debbie Clarke, Peter Dean 

Joseph Irwin, Cameron Anderson, John Yandrapati, Lynsey Ball, Ian McGibbon 
 

24.76 Apologies  
 Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Cllr I Schwab, Cllr D Forder  
   
24.77 Declarations of Interest  
 To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda – Cllr A 

Bond on any items relating to Planning, the Community Board or 
Buckinghamshire Council. 

 

   
24.78 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property  
 To discuss any Neighbourhood Policing Matters and to provide update of the 

Neighbourhood Watch Group formation 
 
Community Policing Newsletter sent 21st January 2025 

 

   
24.79 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm – 8.10pm followed by the Council 

Meeting 
 

 Cllr John Yandrapati introduced himself as parish councillor for Berryfields and 
reported that he was a candidate standing in the local elections representing 
Berryfields, Buckingham Park and Watermead. Lynsey Ball reported she was 
also standing alongside Matthew Clayton under Labour.  She came along to 
meet everyone and see the wonderful facilities at Watermead. Annalise Atrill 
reported she was standing alongside Cameron Anderson. 
 
The Chair welcomed them all to the meeting. 
 
Joseph Irwin asked how non-political the PC is as he saw Cllr Severn and Cllr 
Bond in a leaflet.  Cllr Bond had been involved in the Neighbourhood Plan, the 
campaign against the proposed development on the piazza car park.  It is in all 
the minutes that Cllr Bond recuses himself from any planning matters due to his 
involvement in the planning department.  He asked if the PC had formally 
endorsed this.  
 
The Chair responded by saying Cllr Bond is qualified to be a parish councillor in 
Watermead and meets all the criteria.  He is also a unitary councillor in 
Buckinghamshire Council and represents the PC’s interest as well as Cllr Diana 
Blamires but recuses himself from planning matters because he is on the 
Buckinghamshire Council planning committee.  He gives advice if asked but 
does not take part in the discussion so that when he goes to the planning 
meeting he is able to listen to the arguments at the unitary and vote. 
 
Joseph Irwin referred to the leaflet in which Cllr Bond pointed out activities 
which he wasn’t involved in.  The PC states it is independent but Joseph feels it 
is conservatively independent which was of concern to him.   
 
The Chair responded that the PC makes no political decisions.  What Cllr Bond 
and Cllr Yandrapati choose to put in their leaflets is nothing to do with 
Watermead Parish Council. 
 
Joseph Irwin was concerned about Cllr Severn’s comments in support of Rob 
Butler.  Cllr Severn responded that her comments had been on a purely 
personal basis and Rob Butler had no permission to publish such information. 
When he did she took action and a letter of apology had been received from 
Rob Butler. 
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Debbie Clarke commented that Cllr Severn’s comments had not been taken 
down and if she cared enough she would have checked. 
 
Cllr Severn replied that she was exceedingly busy and had already apologised 
for the incident. 
 
Cllr Morgan asked if anybody attending the meeting genuinely believed that in 
relation to the industrial units and the proposed development on the piazza car 
park or any other planning activity on Watermead that the PC has acted in any 
way against the residents’ wishes.   
 
Debbie Clarke responded no, not on those points.  
 
The neighbourhood plan was discussed and the proposed development on 
Kestrel Way.  The Chair responded that the SEA had been required as land had 
been designated for development.  The developer had put in his planning 
application too soon.  The PC is not permitted to designate any potential land in 
the Neighbourhood Plan which is already the subject of a planning application 
so it had been taken out and the SEA removed. 
 
Debbie Clarke asked with regard to whether the PC is unduly conservative, how 
many of the parish councillors in attendance are members of the local 
conservative party? 
 
Cllr Morgan replied that this was none of her business.  Cllr Schwab asked what 
was her legal basis for asking the question? 
 
Debbie Clarke responded that if the PC were not willing to say, she knows that 
Cllr Bond is, as well as Cllr Severn and Cllr Morgan. 
 
Cllr Singleton asked if she was going to ask every person in attendance the 
same question. 
 
Debbie Clarke replied that she was asking the parish councillors as the PC 
claims it was not a very conservative parish council. 
 
Cllr Morgan corrected her by stating that Cllr Severn had said the PC is not 
political.   
 
Cllr Schwab asked what political decisions had the PC made? 
 
Debbie Clarke replied that wasn’t the issue.   
 
People talking over each other.  
 
Cllr Severn suggested that Debbie Clarke write to the Clerk if she had any 
further personal questions. 
 
Cllr Severn claimed that Debbie Clarke had a personal vendetta against her 
which Debbie denied  She did however have an objection to Cllr Severn being in 
the position of Chair for 19½  years.  The Chair confirmed she had held this 
position for 19½ years but she had not changed the standing orders as had 
been suggested by Debbie on Facebook.  It had in fact been the former Clerk, 
Glyn Thomas, at his suggestion, as there had been no one suitable to be 
Chairman at the time.  During her time as Chair, she has done nothing but work 
ceaselessly for the parish.  She had had enough of people saying things about 
her which just weren’t true. 
 
People talking over each other. 
 
Cllr Severn offered to have a conversation with Debbie at another time.  Debbie 
commented that she had wanted to have a one-to-one conversation with her 
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about 15 years ago but Cllr Severn did not want to.  Cllr Severn said she would 
be happy to have a conversation with Debbie but there had to be 2 of them 
there. Cllr Singleton commented that Debbie had had a vendetta against Cllr 
Severn for 15 years.  Debbie replied that she did not have a vendetta against 
Cllr Severn but there were a lot of people who thought there was a lot wrong 
with the way the PC is run. 
 
Cllr Severn questioned what was meant by this and added that the PC is 
completely transparent, audited and everything is done in accordance with local 
government legislation. 
 
Debbie Clarke accused Cllr Severn of being a bully. 
 
Cllr Severn replied that plain speaking and strength in debate is not bullying. 
She asked Debbie Clarke to stop. 
 
Ian Mc Gibbon asked a question that was not clear. Debbie accused Ian 
McGibbon of doing something underhand when he was on the Parish Council. 
 
Peter Dean commented that over the last few months comments had become 
venomous.  He had volunteered on the neighbourhood plan over the last four 
and a half years and had tried to get more help and people involved.  Joseph 
had come on board to help with flooding which was great but there had been 
several occasions when volunteers had been sought. When he was an elected 
Cllr, the PC asked for help but he didn’t see very many people from this 
meeting, with the exception of Joseph, standing up and volunteering.  Peter was 
happy to do it and didn’t want any thanks but wished to say that people should 
stop moaning, stand for election, volunteer or shut up. 
 
Debbie Clarke said he did not have the right to say this.   
 
Again people talking over each other.  
 
Peter Dean apologised and said his comment was not aimed at an individual.   
 

The Chair closed the public session of the meeting 
 
Cllr Blamires reported on the new lane rental system the aim of which is to 
change contractor’s behaviour.  A contractor comes, put up traffic lights and 
signals which causes disruption and contractors have not yet turned up to do 
the work.  Currently contractors are fined £120 but it is now going to be several 
thousand pounds.  Although it may make some money for the Council, the main 
aim of the policy is to change the behaviour of contractors. 
 
Mike Atrill queried whether any progress had been made on the communication 
from Compton’s.  None of the other piazza residents had received a similar 
letter.  The Clerk to let Chris Card know the name of the agent who had sent the 
letter. 
 
Cameron Anderson reported that for the past 3 to 4 weeks he and a close friend 
had been doing “midnight drives” after their shifts at the pub, driving around 
areas of Aylesbury and any suspicious activity is reported immediately to 999.  
They never put themselves at any risk and last week they had reported a drug 
transaction in the Crematorium car park and 2 people had been taken away by 
the police.  If anyone wished to join Cameron, all that was needed was a car 
and a friend.  This was in conjunction with Darren Hubbard and the 
neighbourhood watch scheme as a campaign to keep everyone safe. 
 
Thanks were given to Cameron but to please not put himself in any danger. 
Cllr Morgan asked how many people at the meeting had joined the 
neighbourhood watch scheme. A few people raised their hand. 
 
The issue of dog bins was raised and it was noted that an extra bag was being 
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left on each bin which was a good temporary solution.  Cllr Severn added that 
this was on the agenda to be discussed under item 24.85.2. It was commented 
that general waste was being left in the dog bins.  Would it be a good idea to 
have a rubbish bin close by the dog poo bins?  A quote had been received from 
Shield which would be discussed by the PC and John Yandrapati confirmed 
Berryfields were happy with the service provided by Shield to them.  Whether to 
install litter bins as well would be revisited at a later date. 

   
Council Meeting 

   
24.80 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 16th January 2025  
 The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.  
   
24.81 Planning Matters  

 
 

1. To update on any Planning Applications submitted – no updates. 
 

2. Buckinghamshire Sports & Leisure Contribution 24/03819/AOP Outline 
planning application for the development of up to 24 dwellings & 
associated access – Land to the North of Kestrel Way  

 
In the event the above development is approved and commences it will 
generate a sport and leisure contribution estimated at £82,963 (exact 
amount dependent upon final approved bedroom per dwelling mix and on-
site provision). We need to provide Buckinghamshire Council with an 
appropriate sport and leisure project/s, in accordance with the Ready 
Reckoner (previously sent), to assign this contribution. The Parish Council to 
determine a project and the Clerk to respond. 
 
It was agreed to request outdoor gym equipment and play equipment. 

 

   
24.82 Neighbourhood Planning Team update including advice and 

recommended actions received from Localities & Sally Chapman 
 

 The latest update with regard to the Neighbourhood Plan has been circulated 
via email. You will see from these communications a resolution will be required 
to proceed on the advice received from our Planning Consultant Sally Chapman 
and Dave Chapman of Localities.  In brief to continue with the Housing 
Allocation section we would have to investigate more robustly other potential 
parcels of land for development, including part or whole of each 
site.  Furthermore, Sally Chapman advised that the planning application for 
Kestrel Way has now been submitted to the Local Planning Authority we cannot 
allocate this site, therefore the recommendation is to remove housing allocation 
from our Neighbourhood Plan.  The Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) sent explains the review and further works required.  In readiness Sally 
Chapman has revised the Neighbourhood Plan (copy also sent), which would 
need to be approved at next week’s meeting. I can then submit to the Local 
Planning Authority upon my return. 
 
Cllr Schwab wished for the amount of work that has gone into the 
neighbourhood plan to be recognised. A vote of thanks was given to Mick 
Morgan, Peter Dean and Noreen Shardlow for the amount of work on the 
neighbourhood  plan.  It was proposed and agreed to accept the revised plan.  
Peter Dean advised that he would be moving away from Watermead and sadly 
would not be able to contribute any further once he moves. 

 

   
24.83 Local Flood Risk Plan Development  
 As reported at the January 2025 Parish Council meeting an initial meeting has 

now taken place and consisted of Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, Mary 
Singleton and Noreen Shardlow.  Joseph has very kindly agreed to undertake 
putting together a draft document to be presented to the team and also the 
Parish Council in due course.  The team will also be reaching out to various 
agencies/stakeholders and using historical documentation for the drafting of this 
plan.  
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A vote of thanks was given to Noreen Shardlow for all that she had done on this.  
Thanks were also given to Joseph for stepping up and volunteering to work on 
this.  
 
Resurrecting Watermead Volunteer Army was discussed to do things for the 
village other than delivering food as it had done during Covid. 
 
Cllr Singleton reported that she had noticed on her daily walks that things were 
looking a little untidy around the lakes and it would be good if volunteers could 
come together to help clear up. 
 
Marcia Lang commented that it would be nice to have some sort of colourful 
planting.  She had forwarded information on cheap plants to the Clerk.  Cllr 
Severn replied that it was more the cost of the labour to undertake the planting 
than the cost of the plants themselves.  Cllr Morgan was in favour of the idea 
but added that on the Vale Countryside Volunteer days very few people turned 
up to help and any planting would need to be maintained.  Cllr Severn and 
Marcia Lang to discuss further outside the meeting.  When Marcia had been on 
the Parish Council, each Councillor had a working group and she thought it 
would be good if the current Parish Council did the same.  Cllr Severn replied 
that the PC had constituted that all Cllrs do everything so everyone is aware of 
what is going on. 
 
Debbie Clarke commented that there is a lot of colour in the summer in the 
wooded area with wildflowers.  Ian McGibbon suggested sowing poppy seeds.  
It was agreed to consult with BBOWT and add planting to the agenda for the 
next meeting. 

   
24.84 Finance & Administration 

To agree the payment schedule for February 2025 
1. The payment schedule for February 2025 was agreed. 

 

 

Payment Schedule Feb-25  

Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amount

Payment 

Method (if Chq 

provide Number) Comments
Mobile Mini 7003517570 R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS

Ian Whittome 

10th February 

2025 Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS

CLC Grounds Maintenance 
3611-3613

Litter, R&M, Allot & 

Grass £1,580.80 £0.00 £1,580.80 BACS Grass, R&M & Litter 

Michelle Jackson Feb-25 Assistant Clerk £315.44 £0.00 £315.44 BACS

Noreen Shardlow Feb-25 Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,102.29 £0.00 £2,102.29 BACS

HMRC Feb-25 PAYE & NI £689.72 £0.00 £689.72 BACS

G. M. Hall & Co 767 February 2025 PAYE £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS

Village Hall Management Feb-25 Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS

British Gas 600026660 Gas Supply Village Hall £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 Direct Debit 

DJL Services Feb-25 Land Various R&M £220.00 £0.00 £220.00 BACS

Play Inspection Training KPC 140 H&S Inspection Training £263.34 £0.00 £263.34 BACS

E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38

Gatehouse September 

2024 £36.59 £1.83 £38.42 BACS

E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8D6C Electricity Supply V. Hall £77.31 £3.87 £81.18 BACS

E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF Electricity Bandstand £17.36 £0.87 £18.23 Direct Debit 

Buckinghamshire Council 2209022634 Land & Hall Bins £80.50 £0.00 £80.50 Direct Debit 

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Routine Payments Total £6,181.95 £18.29 £6,200.24

Non Routine Payment 

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Non Routine Payments Total £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Total £6,181.95 £18.29 £6,200.24

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Cllr Signature: Date Approved:

Approval for Electronic 

Payments - To be signed 

by two Cllr. Signatories at 

meeting of the Parish 

Council 

 
 
 

2. To agree the accounts to the end of January 2025 
The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts to the end of January 2025, 
which were approved. 
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24.85 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations  
   
1 To update on Land Registry Matters  
 At the July 2024 Parish Council it was proposed and unanimously agreed to offer 

£5k for the verges and the 2 pieces of land.  At time of report we are awaiting an 
update.  Our retained Solicitor has chased for an update.  
 
Cllr Severn reported that she was hopeful that progress  had been made.  She had 
advised the Crown Estate’s lawyer that the PC has run out of funds to pay legal 
fees so they must deal with the PC direct and they are now dealing with Cllr Severn 
directly.     

 

   
2 To update and receive report on Dog Waste Services  
 Following the discussions at the January 2025 Parish Council Meeting a full report 

with regard to the Dog Waste services has been circulated.  The Parish Council to 
discuss the issues we are currently facing with Buckinghamshire Council and to 
decide possible change of contractors.  
 
As reported at the last Parish Council concerns were received and also expressed 
in the public forum about the frequency and missed collections of the Dog Waste 
Bins.  Buckinghamshire Council is providing this service to us.   
 
The Parish Council resolved during this meeting to spend up to £1600 to install new 
bins in high use locations and this is in hand.   
 
Since the meeting, I made contact with Buckinghamshire Council to let them know 
that we wish to have two collections all year round and that we would be installing 
new bins in four new locations.  I was advised that they are in the midst of an audit 
and could not extend our winter services to two collections per week and nor could 
they collect the waste from the additional four bins whilst this audit in is progress.  I 
have asked the question could they extend our services from 78 collections per 
annum to 104 collections when the audit is complete but unfortunately they advised 
they could not confirm yet (depends on the outcome of the County audit). 
 
Therefore I have made contact with Shield Services as he has quoted as follows.   
 
We currently pay £1.46 per bin collection and Shield is £2.50 per bin collection but 
can commit to two collections per week.   
 
Please note that in the event you decide to change to Shield we need to give 
Buckinghamshire Council one months’ notice.   
 
It was proposed and unanimously agreed to cancel the service with 
Buckinghamshire Council and proceed immediately with Shield’s quote for 2 visits a 
week.  Broken bins would be repaired and additional bins added. 

 

   
3 To update of Land, Routine Land & Watermead Piscatorials Works  
 Communication received from the River Thame Conservation Trust  

 
I'm reaching out to see if you could potentially assist us with one of our current 
projects. We are running a project to control the invasive American mink population 
in the Thame catchment with the hopes of one day reintroducing water voles. This 
project is part of a larger network of projects controlling mink in all the neighbouring 
counties, in collaboration with BBOWT. 
 
I don't know how much you know about mink monitoring and trapping but it involves 
putting out floating rafts, which can either record animal footprints in wet clay or 
contain a trap sized specifically for catching mink. More info here: Discovering Hope 
for Water Voles: A Recovery Project in Action 

 

https://www.riverthame.org/post/discovering-hope-for-water-voles
https://www.riverthame.org/post/discovering-hope-for-water-voles
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The project started last year and we have 40 rafts out around the catchment but we 
want to deploy 20 more and we currently have a big gap in our monitoring/trapping 
efforts at the top of the catchment around the Aylesbury area.  
 
Dan Forder advised via email of his support for this project and the Parish Council 
agreed via email to support this initiative too.  The Clerk also met with Steven 
Clarke of the Piscatorials who also supported this. 
 
Watermead Piscatorials Report 
The Watermead Piscatorials have been very busy over the summer months and 
images of some of their recent works carried out have been circulated previously, 
including the Duck House, Improvements to the small lake banks and tree works.   
 
At the September 2024 meeting of the Parish Council the below requests were 
agreed and now awaiting action. To be actioned Spring-Summer 2025. 
 
Request for funding for further Tree Works 
As reported via email one of the Watermead Piscatorial members is a qualified Tree 
Surgeon (North Bucks Tree Care) and has carried out a large scope of the works to 
the small lake, including the removal of the above tress, free of charge at one of 
their arranged maintenance days.  I have met with North Bucks Tree Care and they 
have confirmed that they would like to be considered as contractor for when we 
need quotations for the Parish.  They have also advised they would charge a fee of 
£700 for a full days works if needed.  One tree to consider would be the tree that fell 
some time ago by the bridge between the two lakes.  I know this is something that 
the Piscatorials would like to see removed, as this would improve the flow of the 
lake.  Also as a side note all the wood from the trees removed is now being utilised 
in the bank improvements (see picture below). Agreed by the Parish Council waiting 
a confirmed date.   
 
Provision of fish supply from Neighbouring Parish 
The Parish Council has been approached by a neighbouring Parish to see if we 
would like to add more fish to the small lake.  Prior to this being discussed by the 
Council, I have spoken with the Watermead Piscatorials to see if this would be of 
interest to them.  They have confirmed this is of interest and if the Parish Council 
are happy to agree this they would like to determine the types of fish and the 
process of moving.  At time of report a site visit will be carried out.   
 
Gates to be installed on the Small Lake Bandstand 
 
Small Lake Walkway Bridge  
 
Routine Land Works  
Existing Benches Ground Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps. 

   
4 To update on Allotments  
 Cllr Severn has been asked to judge the Annual Competition which takes place on 

26 July at 6pm.    
 

   
5 To report on Village View  
 Cllr Singleton reported the Spring issue has gone to print and should be out for 

distribution prior to the publication date.  Volunteers for the editorial committee were 
sought.  The Summer edition would be out in June and the deadline for articles 
would  be the end of April. 

 

   
6 To report on Village Hall   
 January 2025 we reported that a communication was received from Compton 

Property Services with regard to the Freehold.  Contact was made with Land 
Registry as the letter was sent to the former Clerk. We are now in the process of 
updating the addresses that they hold for the Parish Council.  We have completed 
the forms for all Parish Council title deeds and have updated them to the Village 
Hall address. Contact has been made with Compton Property Services to advise.  
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The damp issue on the back wall of the village hall was ongoing. 

   
7 To update of Transport/Highways  
 Concerns have been received and circulated about the mud debris that was left on 

Kestrel Way & Ayleswater highway by the adjoining farm land. Also that the PC 
should reassess their position on the planning application. It shows utter contempt 
for the residents and the PC. But, I believe there are people that will differ. 
 
Cllr Bond reported the Highways Engineer had made contact with him the previous 
day to advise that he had inspected the area and could not see any mud on the 
roads.  Cllr Morgan suggested that if it should happen again to report it immediately 
on Fix My Street.  It was disappointing that the developer had not responded. 
 

 

8 To update on Larks by the Lake 2025  
 Watermead Events Committee are now in the process of making plans for Larks by 

the Lake 2025.  A meeting to start initial planning to be scheduled in due course. 
Confirmed music/entertainment for the event are members of The Dung Beatles.  
There would also be a Fun Dog Show. 

 

   
24.86 Date of next meeting  
 20 March,17 April, 15 May, 19 June, 17 July, 21 August, 18 September, 16 October, 

20 November, 18 December 
 

   
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm and 

thanked people for their attendance. 
 

 


