Watermead Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 20 March 2025 at 7.30pm
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead

Attendees: ClIr Severn (Chair), Clir A Schwab, Clir M Singleton, Clir M Morgan
, Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk)
plus 7 members of the public — Graham Severn, Phil Toler, Chris Card, Marcia Lang,
Joseph Irwin, Cameron Anderson, Lindsey Poole

24.87 Apologies
ClIr I Schwab, Clir A Bond, Clir D Forder, BC Clir Diana Blamires, John
Yandrapati

24.88 Declarations of Interest
To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda — none.

24.89 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property
To discuss any Neighbourhood Policing Matters and to provide update of the
Neighbourhood Watch Group formation

Community Policing Newsletter sent 215t January 2025.

24.90 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm — 8.10pm followed by the Council
Meeting
Marcia Lang commented that when residents want to have a moan or find out
about something they put it on the All About Watermead Facebook page. She
believed that after looking at the agenda for the Buckingham Park Parish
Councill, it might be a good idea to have a parish liaison group that could meet
possibly monthly or every 2 months and that it could be advertised in the Village
View to see what interest there is.
Clir Severn asked what the purpose of the parish liaison group would be?
Parishioners are encouraged to attend the PC meetings and speak to Clirs with
any issues.
Marica replied that there could be a liaison group that met with a Clir and/or the
Clerk at a set time when parishioners came in. Cllir Morgan had said at a
previous meeting that not many people came forward to volunteer or get
involved with projects and she thought that people would and that they
sometimes might not want to attend a parish council as they believe it to be too
formal.
Clir Severn suggested holding surgeries on say a Saturday morning for example
rather than having a formal group. Parishioners could raise issues and then
they would be brought to Clirs at the PC meeting for discussion. The surgery
dates could be advertised in the Village View. It was agreed that this was a
good idea and ClIr Severn urged the next elected Council do this. Clir Severn
added that she would encourage anything that prevents people libelling her any
further. Clirs have been treated appallingly over recent months.
Clir Morgan was pleased to hear positivity, keeping people away from the
negative part of the comments on social media which spiral into a critique of
individuals. Marcia added that on Facebook people are expecting the PC to pay
for the streetlights and don’t know that is not the PC’s responsibility as it does
not own them. This would be a way for parishioners to find out for themselves.

At the meeting in February, Marcia had expressed a wish to have more colourful
planting around Watermead. ClIIr Severn asked if Marcia would be open to
having a Community Garden and volunteers could do the gardening, starting
with a bed near the container. Marcia agreed this was a good idea. Clir Severn
to send information onto Marcia. RHS and BBOWT to also be involved.

Lindsey Poole who was standing in the local elections representing Berryfields,

Buckingham Park and Watermead said she had been door knocking and found
everyone to be very friendly. Points of concern were streetlights and roads.
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Camerson Anderson reported on his midnight drives patrolling the local area
and reporting any suspicious activities to the police. The PC to contact
Westerleigh Crematorium to request that their gates are locked overnight. It
was thought that the gate used to be locked but had been vandalised many
times. An interactive website to be considered. Any incidents should be
reported to the police.

Clir Severn commented that the trial of the motorised scooters was not working.
They are licenced to only go on the road and private ones are not licenced at all.
No action was being taken by the police.

Lindsey queried whether Watermead had any bike racks. Clir Severn
responded that the PC did not own the car park which would be the ideal
location. ClIr Morgan suggested putting a bike rack on the balloon meadow by
the proposed Community Garden and Marcia Lang suggested by the outdoor

gym.

Council Meeting

To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 20" February
2025
The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.

Planning Matters

To update on any Planning Applications submitted — no update. The Clerk had
circulated a report from Buckinghamshire Council. It proposed that
developments of less than 100 houses could be decided at government level
rather than local. Buckinghamshire Council, along with many others Councils,
are in opposition and fighting this.

Neighbourhood Planning Team

March 2025 Update — Following the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting
contact was made to our Local Planning Authority, Buckinghamshire Council
(Rachel Riach & Ella) and from this they asked for us to have a catch up
meeting with them as they wanted to discuss why the changes to our
Neighbourhood Plan.

Clir Sue Severn and | attended this call and we explained where we were,
advice received from our retained planning consultant and the need for further
review should we proceed with the SEA. Rachel is going to be speaking with a
colleague of hers as we are concerned about the division of some of the land
parcels and once we hear back | will make contact with you with an update.

Ishag Khan from AECOM has agreed to put our support on hold until we hear
from Buckinghamshire Council.

Local Flood Risk Plan Development

As reported at the January 2025 Parish Council meeting an initial meeting has
now taken place and consisted of Joseph Irwin, Darren Hubbard, Mary
Singleton and Noreen Shardlow. Joseph has very kindly agreed to undertake
putting together a draft document to be presented to the team and also the
Parish Council in due course. The team will also be reaching out to various
agencies/stakeholders and using historical documentation for the drafting of this
plan.

Joseph Irwin to write an update on the flood risk plan for the next issue of the
Village View.

The Watermead Model Boat Club have also reached out to the Parish Council
on this matter and a copy of their report and an update from a meeting with
them has also been circulated.

The rise in the level of the water of the lakes over the years was discussed.
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It was agreed to write to the management company of the Guillemot flats, Neil
Douglas, to request a meeting regarding the erosion of the banks in front of the

flats.

24.95

Finance & Administration

To agree the payment schedule for March 2025

1. The payment schedule for March 2025 was agreed.

Payment Schedule Mar-25
Payment
Method (if Chq
Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amour provide Number) Comments
Mobile Mini 7003549474 |R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32 BACS
lan Whittome 13th March 2025 |Grass £55.00 £0.00 £55.00 BACS
_ 3661-3663 Litter, R&M, Allot & _
CLC Grounds Maintenance Grass £1,482.00 £0.00 £1,482.00 BACS Grass, R&M & Litter
Michelle Jackson Mar-25[Assistant Clerk £315.44 £0.00 £315.44 BACS
Noreen Shardlow Mar-25|Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,102.29 £0.00 £2,102.29 BACS
HMRC Mar-25|PAYE & NI £689.92 £0.00 £689.92 BACS
G. M. Hall & Co 773 March 2025 [PAYE £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 BACS
Village Hall Management Mar-25|Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00 BACS
British Gas 600026660|Gas Supply Village Hall £242.56 £12.12 £254.68 Direct Debit
DJL Services Mar-25[Land Various R&M £360.00 £0.00 £360.00 BACS
Castle Water 10005867727 |Water Supply Allotments £58.22 £11.65 £69.87 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38|Gatehouse Electricity £32.91 £1.65 £34.56 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8D6C|Electricity Supply V. Hall £65.91 £3.30 £69.21 BACS
E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF |Electricity Bandstand £15.68 £0.78 £16.46 Direct Debit
Buckinghamshire Council 2209023863 |Land & Hall Bins £72.30 £0.00 £72.30 Direct Debit
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Routine Payments Total £6,235.83 £41.22 £6,277.05
Non Routine Payment
Compton Insurance Services The Village Hall
Ltd C06481.C08|Insurance Contribution £1,960.75 £0.00 £1,960.75
Parish Council
Gallagher Insurance 11162061 |Insurance £3,739.56 £0.00 £3,739.56
50% Contribution
Pipe Installation Work from Community
Ryder Electrical INV-0136 |Allotments £945.00 £0.00 £945.00 Board
Non Routine Payments Total £6,645.31 £0.00 £6,645.31
Total £12,881.14 £41.22 £12,922.36
Clir Signature: Date Approved:
Clir Signature: Date Approved:

2. To agree the accounts to the end of February 2025
The Clerk had previously circulated the accounts to the end of February 2025,
which were approved.

3. To appoint Internal Auditor for 2024/2025 — It was agreed to re-appoint Gus
Orchard.

4. Insurance Renewal (April 2025) — it was agreed to renew for one year only.

5. Community Board Grant Application Update — the Clerk reported that the
application for a grant to our Community Board for the provision of an additional
water tank at the allotments was successful.

24.96 Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations
1 To update on Land Registry Matters

March 2025 Update — Clir Severn made direct contact with the Solicitors of The
Crown Estate w/c 17" February 2025. At the end of that week an email was
received to advise that the transfer papers were to be sent in the next couple of
days. Unfortunately no documents have arrived and we continue to chase.
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To update and receive report on Dog Waste Services

At the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting Clirs resolved to terminate the
agreement with Buckinghamshire Council Dog Waste Services and engage the
services of Shield. This action has now been carried out and one month was given
to Buckinghamshire Council who confirmed that the last collection will be 27 March
2025. Shield contract starts 15t April 2025.

New Dog Waste Bins

Clir Singleton, Jo Simmonds & The Clerk carried out a walk to determine the
locations for the new bins. The footpath along Curlew has already been agreed and
from the walk we have identified three locations, which will need approval from the
landowners.

Community Planting Project
Already discussed during the open forum. Clir Severn to email information to
Marcia Lang and the Clerk to make contact with Marcia Lang.

To update of Land, Routine Land & Watermead Piscatorials Works

Communication received from the River Thame Conservation Trust

I'm reaching out to see if you could potentially assist us with one of our current
projects. We are running a project to control the invasive American mink population
in the Thame catchment with the hopes of one day reintroducing water voles. This
project is part of a larger network of projects controlling mink in all the neighbouring
counties, in collaboration with BBOWT.

| don't know how much you know about mink monitoring and trapping but it involves
putting out floating rafts, which can either record animal footprints in wet clay or
contain a trap sized specifically for catching mink. More info here: Discovering Hope
for Water Voles: A Recovery Project in Action

The project started last year and we have 40 rafts out around the catchment but we
want to deploy 20 more and we currently have a big gap in our monitoring/trapping
efforts at the top of the catchment around the Aylesbury area.

Dan Forder advised via email of his support for this project and the Parish Council
agreed via email to support this initiative too. The Clerk also met with Steven
Clarke of the Piscatorials who also supported this.

Provision of fish supply from Neighbouring Parish

The Parish Council has been approached by the developer of a neighbouring Parish
to see if we would like to add more fish to the small lake. Prior to this being
discussed by the Council, | have spoken with the Watermead Piscatorials to see if
this would be of interest to them. They have confirmed this is of interest and if the
Parish Council are happy to agree this they would like to determine the types of fish
and the process of moving. At time of report a site visit has been carried out and a
follow up meeting with the EA Fisheries Department is scheduled for Tuesday 25"
March 2025.

Gates to be installed on the Small Lake Bandstand
Works completed on the maintenance day. Steven Clarke installed. A vote of
thanks was given to the piscatorials and to Steven in particular.

Routine Land Works
Small lake walkway bridge surface

New mesh surface installed by D. Lucas.
Works D. Lucas Walkway Brackets and Walkway Caps due to commence.
Outdoor Gym Seating Areas — Proludic who originally installed all the equipment

at the Outdoor Gym have been successful in sourcing the items needed to repair
the seating areas and have advised as follows:
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The parts are priced heavily as the unit has been discontinued for more than 10
years. They have priced to replace the damaged missing parts, although should we
wish to replace all the tabletops, the cost would be almost another £1000.

Cost for all damaged items £1804.86

It was agreed to get a quote for removal of the seating areas and instead install 2
picnic tables with a long overhang to accommodate wheelchair users.

To update on Allotments

The Woodland Trust grant of 420 saplings have been received and the
Watermead Gardening Society took two days to strategically plant these. The
Large Wild Wood pack was chosen as this contained hardy native species that can
tolerate exposed sites, help dry up wet areas and will create an aesthetically
appealing hedgerow over time.

| am pleased to confirm that grant to our Community Board for the provision of an
additional water tank at the allotments was successful. The work has now been
actioned and everyone within this section is delighted. Thank you to the Committee
who assisted with this installation and much of the grounds works.

New Walkway Gates
The Committee have very kindly installed gates to the site that will us to enable to
close the walkways when the ground conditions do not permit vehicular access.

To report on Village View

Clir Singleton reported that the editorial meeting would take place on 13 April and
the deadline for submissions was 26 April ready for the Summer issue to be
circulated in time to advertise Larks by the Lake.

To report on Village Hall

January 2025 we reported that a communication was received from Compton
Property Services with regard to the Freehold. Contact was made with Land
Registry as the letter was sent to the former Clerk. We are now in the process of
updating the addresses that they hold for the Parish Council. We have completed
the forms for all Parish Council title deeds and have updated them to the Village
Hall address. Contact has been made with Compton Property Services to advise.
The forms and required photo identification is now with Land Registry and we are
waiting to hear back.

Clir Severn to chase installation of the handrail on the steps.

To update of Transport/Highways

Hanging baskets — Information provided by separate report. The Clerk was
awaiting weight and design of the hanging baskets to forward onto Bucks Council
for their approval then we can proceed with testing.

Devolved Services — the contract was signed for one year.
The bollards at the bus entrance/exit were being repaired on 25" March.

To update on Larks by the Lake 2025

Watermead Events Committee are now in the process of making plans for Larks by
the Lake 2025. A meeting to start initial planning has been. Confirmed
music/entertainment for the event are members of The Dung Beatles, Tom Smith
Fairground will provide their services and a Fun Dog Show also to take place.

Date of next meeting
17 April, 15 May, 19 June, 17 July, 21 August, 18 September, 16 October, 20
November, 18 December

Clir Morgan informed the PC that he had taken the decision after 5/6 years not to
stand at the forthcoming elections in May. He wished to thank everyone for all their
support and advice, and commented on the massive learning he has gone through
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in the 5 or so years and how challenging it is for people who are residents within a
community to understand how this part of local government functions, and the
things that you can and can'’t get involved in, the ones that you can’t being just as
important as the ones that you can in many ways. He has enjoyed his time on the
PC and his part in putting together the Neighbourhood Plan. He was hoping Peter
Dean would be present to thank him in person for all his help as well as Stuart
MacKay and Noreen Shardlow. He is happy to continue to support elements of the
Neighbourhood Plan where he can and the work the PC undertakes. He intends to
come along to future meetings but feels he needs to take a step back. He finds it
difficult to separate himself from the unnecessary criticism that is received on social
media, so he has taken the decision to take himself away from that in its entirety.
He does not wish to be part of an episode the same as that which had taken place
at the February meeting and he has seen this 3 or 4 times previously. Itis
unfortunate that it is only a small number of people on Watermead that create that
environment, who don’t understand how the PC operates. He commended Clir
Severn for remaining remarkably strong in the face of some really horrible, spurious
comments that have come her way. Personally he is not prepared to put up with it
and does not wish to be drawn into taking legal action against someone because
they libel him on social media.

Clir Severn responded that Clirs have enjoyed working with him and he had made a
very strong contribution which has definitely been noted. Likewise Clir Severn has
had enough of the abuse and there is only so much one can take. The police have
this week issued advice on abuse of candidates. This year in particular things have
become very nasty and as Clirs are governed by professional codes of conduct,
they are not allowed to react.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm and
thanked people for their attendance.
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