Watermead Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 20 November 2025 at 7.30pm
Held at the Village Hall, Watermead

Attendees: Clir E Rose (Chairman), Clir P Carlin-Page, ClIr Y Carlin-Page, Clir D Hubbard
Noreen Shardlow (Parish Clerk), Michelle Jackson (Assistant Parish Clerk)
plus approximately 12 members of the public

25.59 Apologies
Clir J Bolt (Vice Chairman), Clir A Attrill, Clir C Anderson — Apologies accepted.

25.60 Declarations of Interest
To declare any personal or prejudicial interests regarding the agenda — none.

25.61 To Receive Police Report re Protection of Persons & Property
No report received. A schedule of dates when the police would be able to attend
meetings during the new year had been provided. A “Have Your Say” session
was due to be held in the piazza on 29th November 2025.

25.62 Open Forum for Parishioners at 7.40pm — 8.10pm followed by the Council
Meeting
Residents raised the following issues/concerns:

Police Report/Attendance
Parish Council Noticeboard
Kestrel Way Development
Bus Service

East-West Rail Link

Council Meeting

25.63 To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 16" October 2025
The Minutes were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.

25.64 Planning Matters
To update on any Planning Applications submitted

1. PL/25/4094/FA - 61 Kestrel Way Demolition of existing conservatory and
erection of single storey rear extension — the PC resolved that it had no
objections to the planning application.

2. 24/03819/A0P Kestrel Way - a late call-in request had been made to Clir
Chirag Chotai. ClIr Rose reported that there were no planning grounds on
which to do so. There would be a chance for residents to make comment on the
details of the plan if the outline plan is accepted.

3. Hallam Land — Neighbouring Parish Council’'s Residential Consultations - ClIr
Anderson, in his capacity of Unitary Councillor, reported to the Parish Clerk that
a Residential Consultation is currently being carried out by Hallam Land in the
parish of Buckingham Park. Residential Consultation is a pre-planning
requirement that developers must adhere to prior to an outline planning
application being submitted to the Local Authority (Buckinghamshire Council).
Clir Anderson was awaiting a briefing from Hallam Land and Bucks Council
regarding the proposed developments and it was hoped that meetings would be
set up in January. He was in extensive talks with Buckinghamshire Planning
Policy department.

25.65 Neighbourhood Plan Update

The Council needs to consider and decide upon the following:
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To continue with the Neighbourhood Plan should development of the Kestrel
Way parcel be included in the Draft Plan? To proceed including the housing
allocation at Kestrel Way, Locality* have confirmed that they are able to
conclude the Strategic Environmental Assessment as this technical package
was approved prior to the Governments change in policy to remove all funding.
However, we would need to advise by mid-December to provide adequate time
for completion. Continuing with this allocation meets the housing requirement for
our Parish and gives the Parish a say in any future developments within our
boundary. Essentially this should give us more protection. To proceed with no
housing allocation weakens our position with future housing proposals. The
Council should also be mindful that, in view of the recent changes in
Government policy, the costs of the election (or “Referendum”) and related
processes will need to be borne by the Parish, at an estimated cost of £7,000.
This would clearly have implications for the Precept.

*Locality is a national membership network supporting local community
organisations to be strong and successful. Locality provides specialist advice,
peer-learning, resources and campaigns to help every community thrive.

It was proposed and agreed to continue with the Neighbourhood Plan and to
include the Kestrel Way housing allocation.

25.66 Flood Risk Development Plan
No update.

25.67 Finance & Administration
To agree the payment schedule for November 2025
1. The payment schedule for November 2025 was agreed.

Payment Schedule Nov-25
Company Invoice No Allocation Net Amount VAT Gross Amount
Mobile Mini 7003789275 [R&M Land £58.60 £11.72 £70.32
lan Whittome 6th November 2025|Grass Cutting £55.00 £0.00 £55.00
Litter, R&M, Grass &
CLC Grounds Maintenance 3897-3899 AIIotr,nents £1,612.39 £0.00 £1,612.39
Michelle Jackson Nov-25|Assistant Clerk £325.12 £0.00 £325.12
Noreen Shardlow Nov-25|Clerk & Office/Expenses £2,158.88 £0.00 £2,158.88
HMRC Nov-25|PAYE & NI £797.94 £0.00 £797.94
G. M. Hall & Co Nov-25|PAYE Services £20.00 £0.00 £20.00
Noreen Shardlow Hall Management Nov-25|Hall Management £665.00 £0.00 £665.00
British Gas 600026660|Gas Supply Village Hall £49.75 £2.48 £52.23
Castle Water 2258070|Water Supply Allotments £36.80 £7.36 £44.16
E.ON Next Electricity A-CA102F38|Gatehouse Electricity £59.90 £0.00 £59.90
E.ON Next Electricity A-4A9A8DG6C | Electricity Supply V. Hall £70.98 £3.55 £74.53
E.ON Next Electricity A-7F27D6CF|Electricity Bandstand £17.36 £0.87 £18.23
Buckinghamshire Council 2209033761 |Land & Hall Bins £163.40 £0.00 £163.40
Bridge Electrical Testing (PAT Test) 310|Village Hall PAT Test £50.00 £0.00 £50.00
Shield Maintenance Limited 9539 |Dog Bin Collections £262.17 £52.43 £314.60
Office & Hall Phone & Hall

British Telecom SM50260908 |Wifi £324.15 £64.83 £388.98
Sign Wizzard 39640|H&S Small Lake Bandstand £82.88 £16.58 £99.46
|N. Shardlow Expenses Oct-25|Allotments Prizes (Vouchers) £40.00 £0.00 £40.00
Routine Payments Total £6,850.32 £159.82 £7,010.14
Non Routine Payments
RTM Landscapes INV-0386 |Tree Inspection/Survey £900.00 £180.00 £1,080.00

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00

£0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Non Routine Payments Total £900.00 £180.00 £1,080.00

A further payment of £235 to Dave Lucas was approved for wildlife removal & bin cleaning prior to storage.

2. To agree the accounts to the end of October 2025 - The Clerk had previously
circulated the accounts to the end of October 2025, which were approved.
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25.68

3. To update on Financial Year 2025/2026 Budget Preparation — the Clerk to
circulate November accounts at the beginning of December and get provisional
figures to Clirs for review.

4. To update the proposed process to Watermead Parish Council Standing Orders.
The Model Standing Orders had been received from The National Association of
Local Councils (NALC). Clir Rose proposed that he and the Clerk go through
the Standing Orders together and present them to Clirs at a future meeting.

The term of office of the Chairman was discussed, and it was proposed having a
3-year term with the ability to continue for a further 3 years. After that the Chair
must stand down and cannot reapply for a given period of time.

5. Communication received from three Piazza Businesses
At the October 2025 Parish Council meeting, Joseph Irwin, Secretary of Watermead
Lakeside Residents Association was concerned that a request from the Lakeside
Businesses was not an agenda item. Clir Rose & The Clerk confirmed that no
request had been received

27th October 2025, eleven days after the Parish Council meeting the below
communication was passed to the Clerk by Mo of WM News. The Clerk noted the
date on the letter being the 5th of October 2025 and asked that he noted the date
that this was passed.

Clir Rose commented that the PC had already agreed that it would review making a
contribution to the service charge at the budget meeting as there were currently no
funds available. It was proposed and agreed to continue with the planned
discussions at the budget meeting with the aim of supporting all tenants of the
piazza fairly.

Councillors’ Reports and Recommendations

Emergency Tree Works
Motion - To ratify the decision to pay £5940 to RTM landscapes for the urgently
needed tree works.

Watermead Parish Council Financial and Procurement regulations paragraph 11 B
states where it is intended to enter into a contract exceeding £3,000 in value for the
supply of goods or materials or for the execution of works or specialist services other
than such goods, materials, works or specialist services as are excepted as set out
in paragraph (a) the Clerk shall invite tenders from at least three firms to be taken
from the appropriate approved list.

Paragraph 11 H however states that in exceptional circumstances, where it would not
be practical, beneficial or ethical to follow these regulations e.g. for emergency initial
remedial work an approved supplier may be used to carry out emergency works.

Following consultation with all Councillors and due to the urgent nature of these works
(one of the trees identified within the report falling, due to inclement weather) it was
agreed prior to this meeting to proceed with the emergency tree works.

Clir Hubbard proposed and Clir P Carlin-Page seconded the decision to proceed.

Clir P Carlin-Page commented that an active management plan was needed for the
future.

Land Situated on Ayleswater

A communication had been received from Andrew Main to explore whether the
Parish Council might be interested in taking on the piece of land in front of
Ayleswater. It was agreed to enter into discussions in the new year. Land
Registry/Title Deed documents to be forwarded to the Clerk.
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Memorial Tree Request Mrs June Dorr

As agreed at the October meeting of the Parish Council, the Clerk had met with Mrs
Dorr to go through the concerns. Some of the questions she was unable to answer
therefore she has agreed to attend this meeting with Robin Hurrell, who is the tree
donor. ClIr Hubbard proposed accepting the Redwood tree request and offered to
assist with planting at the agreed location to the back of the balloon meadow. Clir P
Carlin-Page seconded the proposal.

Mrs Dorr would also be applying to Comptons regarding a memorial bench being
sited near the pub.

Update Watermead Piscatorial Licence

The Watermead Piscatorial newly agreed Licence was signed by both parties
Thursday 23rd October 2025. A signed and bound copy, as well as a scanned
digital copy is held in the Office.

Risk Assessments for the fishing club have also been received by the office in
paper and digital format.

Community Board & Joint Youth Club Provision Update

A meeting with our Community Board Manager, Alice Williams was held
Wednesday 5th November 2025. Clir. E. Rose, ClIr. P Carlin Page, Clir Y Carlin
Page and the Clerk attended. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss one of the
priorities for our Community Board Ward, to explore the potential opportunities to
increase footfall and usage of the Watermead Lake.

The priority criteria was selected based on the feedback from the Parish Council’s
initial meeting with Alice Williams. The Parish Council presented to Alice Williams
the proposal and costings to re-initiate the second phase of the large lake walkway
project. The details of the scoping works, design & concept, including requirements
of the Environment Agency were provided.

The PC is waiting to hear if our request meets the criteria of the board

Youth Club Provision Communication from Berryfields Parish Council

At the last meeting it was agreed for the Clerk to contact Anthea Cass, Parish Clerk
of Berryfields Parish Council to discuss further. A meeting was held and at this
stage they wish to gauge interest and seek volunteers from across the board. This
we can help with by way of notice on our Parish noticeboard, website and
potentially the Village View.

A follow up meeting is taking place Wednesday 26th November, where there will be
representatives from all parishes within the Community Board ward. Clir P Carlin-
Page and the Clerk to attend.

To update of Parish Council Land & Routine Land Work to include:

e To update on the Outdoor Gym Area — CliIr P Carlin-Page reported that he was
in process of consulting with residents for their opinions through the Village
View magazine and on the website. Clir P Carlin-Page proposed accepting
the quote from John Bitmead of £1,850 to proceed with the remedial work. Clir
Y Carlin-Page seconded the proposal.

e Land Volunteers Working Days — Clir D Hubbard reported that he had plenty of
volunteers to start works after the winter period.

To update of Allotments to include

e ClIrY Carlin-Page proposed that the revised Allotment Tenancy Agreement be
accepted. Clir P Carlin-Page seconded the proposal.

Update received from Clir Bolt following the arranged meeting with the
Watermead Gardening Society (WGS) Committee. In attendance were Clir
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Bolt, ClIr Y. Carlin Page, ClIr P Carlin Page, Clir Anderson, the Clerk, Daphne
Reid (Chairman), Diane Lee (Allocations Officer) & Tina Nunes (Maintenance
Officer).

Request for cameras on Main Gate & Boundary

Following the series of thefts at the allotments, the Watermead Gardening
Society have asked the Parish Council to consider some cameras on the
entrance to the allotments. Below is an example of the type of camera they
would like to see installed which cost £60.00 each and they have identified
three locations. A couple of the tenants already have these cameras on their
plots as wildlife cameras and confirmed that they work well. The Parish
Council to consider a request of up to £250.00. They work with a sim card
which they have confirmed they will cover the costs of these.

It was thought that the trail cameras would not be a deterrent. It was agreed to
advise the allotment committee that the PC could not fund cameras at this
time.

Request for Boundary Fencing

Daphne Reid had previously approached Clir P Carlin-Page on this matter and
the possible approach to HS2 for Hera’s fencing. Again, following the recent
thefts other plots holder have also asked for this to be considered. This subject
matter was also raised at the meeting. In the event this is considered we would
most certainly have to look at securing a grant for such project and any
application would have to be arranged by the Parish Council.

It was agreed to assist with any application for funding but not for Hera’s
fencing.

To report of Village View
The Winter edition of the Village View would be distributed imminently.

To update of Highways & Transport to include:

Update on Community Speed Watch - Sentinel Equipment — Sentinel Device
The agreed communication from Clir E Rose sent to Mrs. Severn has received
a response. The equipment has been located in Oving. Mrs. Severn on her
next visit to Oving will collect and deliver to Watermead.

Clir Hubbard reported that he was still waiting for the Police to upload
Watermead on their portal.

Annual Parish Council Events - Carol Concert
The Carol Concert would be held on Saturday 13" December from 4pm.

Date of next meeting
11 December (Budget & Precept meeting) 15 January 2026, 19 February 2026, 19
March 2026, 16 April 2026

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.34pm and
thanked people for their attendance.
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