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Open Forum – 18 September 2025 
 
Kestrel Way Development/Neighbourhood Plan 
Michael Sharpes recently wrote to the Clerk regarding the Kestrel Way development.  The last time he 
had attended a meeting it appeared that we were being told what the development was going to be, 
and it had come as a surprise to many.  As a result, there were many complaints raised for quite 
justifiable reasons.  We seem to be in a similar position now with the new proposal and as far as he is 
aware no one on Watermead has been consulted.  He asked if the PC had received any further 
information.  Whether the planning application is included in the Neighbourhood Plan or not time is 
marching on, and timeframes have already been exceeded.  He questioned whether the PC has an 
opinion on it and is it to be involved in it. 
 
Cllr Rose reported that the Clerk had been trying to get information from Bucks Council regarding this, 
and it would be discussed further during the meeting. 
 
A resident commented that the PC had not consulted with the residents at all.  Cllr Rose replied that the 
previous Council had consulted. 
 
Cllr Bolt welcomed comments from parishioners, but a formal decision could not be made until the 
agenda item was discussed. 
 
Cllr Rose re-iterated that the Clerk had been trying to contact Bucks Council to find out if the PC were 
able to make further comment on the revised planning application.  An update would be published on 
the website and in the village view. 
 
Mr Morgan, as a former Cllr and part of the Neighbourhood Plan, commented that much of what was 
put in place for that particular piece of development was available visible and discussed at specific 
open days in the village hall on numerous occasions so finds it hard to accept when people say they did 
not know about the planning application.  He understands the concerns of the residents on the Kestrel 
Way side of Watermead and how it impacts on them, but they are not the only people that live on 
Watermead.  So, to say everybody objects is too strong.  Maybe 400-500 people had been spoken to 
during the open days.  Many objected but many did not.  They saw the opportunity to have a 
constrained development within Watermead.  Does that impact on some people? Yes, it does, he can 
see that and fully understands. 
 
A resident commented that under the Neighbourhood Plan there had to be some form of development 
and to say it was a well thought through and welcome development is not the case in his opinion. There 
is not the option to develop Watermead in some way, shape or form and many people felt they were 
being thrown under the bus, and this was the only choice. 
 
The Chair commented that the previous Council of which he was not a member, were informed at that 
time that we needed to find some land within Watermead to devote to housing.  When a proposal was 
made to possibly develop that land the Council accepted that that might be the piece of land it would 
have to designate for development. 
 
Mick Morgan added that it was subject to full planning approval. 
 
The Chair continued that subsequently the developer submitted a formal application, and the Council 
was then told that this negated inclusion on that piece of land within the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 
current Council have only just begun to get to grasp with this complex matter.  The previous Council 
decided not to give an opinion one way or another, but it did write a letter raising all the objections 
raised by members of the public.  We can only look at the planning application again if it is permissible 
under the planning regulations.  The new application is a different layout, and he can understand the 
objections to the reservoir in front of the development.  The PC has been trying to enquire whether this 
opens a different application and if so, the PC will hold a further public meeting to get public opinion 
and feed it back to Bucks Council.  If not attendance at a public planning meeting would allow residents 
to object.  The plan has exceeded the timetable, and the Clerk has been trying to enquire whether the 
PC is able to raise further objections at this stage. 
 
The resident was aware no opinion had been expressed previously and asked whether the Council 
would express an opinion this time around. 
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Mick Morgan commented that any objections could only be made on planning grounds.  The Chair 
added that it there were grounds for objection then they would be made.  Traffic being the main 
objection with Watermead having one way in and one way out. 
 
Collette O’Brien queried the reservoir to collect drainage water.  We already have an issue with the lake 
flooding, and it is only a matter of time before the houses where she lives in Kestrel Way are flooded.  
Who will look after the new houses and who will maintain the land around the development?  
Watermead already has enough land to deal with.  She added that there are bats around in the field 
and what will be done to take care of them. 
 
Trevor Jones sought clarification that the outstanding objections that have already been made will still 
be taking into consideration.  The Chair confirmed they would be.  Colette O’Brien asked if residents 
were able to make further objections on the new plan.  The Clerk responded that this is what she was 
trying to find out.    
 
Cllr Hubbard suggested getting all the facts together and holding another public meeting. 
 
Resident commented on the Neighbourhood Plan and that this development had been included.  He 
queried whether it was the case that the Neighbourhood Plan must be voted on and agreed by the 
community.  The Chair confirmed that this was the case and that an election would be held. 
 
Cllr Attrill was appalled that you can no longer read people’s objections that have been made on the 
planning portal.  The various reports could be read on the portal.  She suggested that Cllr Anderson as 
a Bucks Councillor may be able to request that this application go to the full planning committee.  If this 
is the case a group of residents can go to the meeting and delegate a spokesperson to stand up and 
give all the objections that Watermead has. 
 
Overgrown Trees/Bushes 
Chris Card asked who was responsible for maintaining overgrowing trees and bushes on paths.  The 
Chair reported that on land owned by the Parish Council the overgrowth would be cut back by the 
contractor, but his view was that if it was done too early it would all grow back. 
 
There were trees overhanging along the board walk in front of the nursing home.  The Chair advised 
that these belonged to the care home, and it was their responsibility to maintain.  The Clerk to make 
contact. 
 
Cllr Hubbard asked if Cllr Bolt would be able to add an interactive page on the new website like “Fix my 
Street” where residents could report any issues and then the Council could look at who is responsible. 
 
Trevor Jones asked about progress on writing to people whose bushes had encroached onto the 
pavements.  The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Bucks Council to identify the 
offenders.  Out of 8, 3 have come back and been actioned.  There is a 14-day waiting period.  The next 
letter would be from Bucks Council to action.  Trevor asked that if a working party could be put together 
what would be the legal position of the party putting back growth to recover pavements and leave the 
offending rubbish for the homeowner to dispose of.  The Clerk responded that Bucks had the power to 
cut back as they are responsible for the Highways. 
 
Cllr Hubbard commented that he and Cllr Anderson were looking at putting a working group together 
and contact would be made with the resident to ask if they needed assistance. 
 
Cars Causing an Obstruction Parking on Pavements 
Collete O’Brien raised the issue of cars parked on pavements making it difficult for wheelchair users, 
buggies etc. She asked if the PC could investigate having a traffic warden come round and ticket 
offenders.  The PC does not have any authority but Cllr Anderson to take up with Bucks Council.   
 
Aisling Humphries commented that on Lark Vale the size of the bus and the speed of the driver was a 
major concern and may be why people choose to park on the pavements. 
 
Entrance to Watermead Sign 
A resident said he had lived on Watermead for many years and his heart sinks when he comes into the 
estate and he sees the brick-built sign at the entrance.  He asked if anything could be done to spruce 
up the sign. 
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The Chair responded that the problem was that the sign was not on the PC’s land.  It was tidied a few 
years ago and the growth was cut back.  Contact to be made with Mr Bone.  Cllr Hubbard was hoping 
that the new working group would include the many tradespeople who live on Watermead who would 
be willing to do this. 
 
Allotment Committee 
Daphne Reid asked if the PC were willing to meet with the Allotment Committee to discuss safety 
issues and sheds.  The Chair commented that the PC could not enforce a rule which is not in the lease 
but that the PC were willing to do have a discussion. 
 
 
 


