
News from Watermead Parish Council & more!
watermead-pc.gov.uk / @watermead pc

WATERMEAD’S FREE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE Autumn 2021 Vol.28 Issue 3

VillageView

Front gardens 
of Watermead

Neighbourhood Plan 
results of survey

Photography Competition 2021
open to non-residents



The summer is proving 
a disappointment 

in terms of weather, 
although we are now 
freed at last from the 
latest lockdown and it is 
a pleasure to see people 
out and about and able 
to spend time together. 
It means so much to 
us all. The vaccination 
programme is a fantastic 
achievement allowing us 
a little normality once 
again. Please, if  you 
haven’t been vaccinated, 
consider having the 
jabs. It’s free, easy 
and simple to arrange, 
keeping everyone safe.

In Watermead the poor 
weather has meant that 
there are fewer visitors 
than last year. However, 
we still have the same 
problems with increased 
litter and so on. The 
Parish Council has hired 
three commercial bins 
which have been placed 
on the Balloon Meadow 
to help with the volume. 
The bins are managed by 
volunteers. Thank you. 
 
Planned 
improvements
The lakeside path around 
the large lake now needs 
to be totally reinstated. 
The increased number of  

walkers visiting the area 
has meant that the ground 
has eroded especially 
where the paths flood 
in winter. The proposed 
solution is very costly, and 
we are urgently seeking 
grant funding. As soon 
as funding is found the 
work will be carried out.

This summer we 
have repaired the path 
in front of  the nursing 
home garden which was 
damaged by tree roots, 
as well as removing the 
tree root. The bridge to 
the bandstand island has 
also been reinstated. We 
need to remove the picnic 
tables by the outdoor gym 
which have deteriorated 
and need replacement. 
We’re also seeking grants 
to upgrade the gym 
equipment. The basket 
swing, which has been 
gifted to me is with the 
installers; we are chasing 
them and hope to have 
it in place very soon.

Events
Our Open Gardens 
event was postponed 
to 8th August following 
appalling weather in July. 
The weather was still not 
kind but the visitors who 
came enjoyed the day 
and a peek into gardens 

normally hidden from 
view! The front garden 
competition this year has 
proved difficult to judge 
but Cllr Irina Schwab 
is used to making this 
difficult decision and 
this year has been no 
exception with some 
very attractive gardens. 
Thanks to everyone 
who took part. 

For those looking for 
plants for their garden 
there is a permanent plant 
stall outside the Church 
of  All Saints, Hulcott. 
Proceeds raise money 
for charity and plants 
are healthy and locally 
grown. Along with a 
great number of  outdoor 
events this summer, St 
James the Great, Bierton’s 
fete was cancelled this 
year, as was their annual 
Teddies from the Tower 
event involving a brave 
volunteer sending teddies 
in parachutes from the 
tower. Our Parish Church 
at Bierton has many 
events and everyone is 
warmly welcomed. 

The Larks by the 
Lake and Film Night 
events were cancelled 
but we hope they will 
be back next year over 
HM Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee weekend in June. 
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OPENW E L C O M E

It could be you!

Players must be 16 or over

at
your local covenience shop

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Monday to Friday 7.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday 7.30am - 12.30pm

Watermead Village Piazza  HP19 0FX     Telephone: 338435

We are following the 2m distance rule with 2 customers only permitted in the shop at any one time

FIND US ‘Watermead Post O�ce’

SHOP OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
7.30am to 7.30pm

Mail/Parcels I FREE Cash Withdrawals I Banking 
Mobile Top-Up I Bill Payments  I Travel Money 

HOT & COLD DRINKS
HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS
PHOTOCOPYING & FAX SERVICE
SANDWICHES
GINSTERS PIES & PASTIES
FRESH FRUIT & VEG

OFF-LICENCE
ICE CREAM
FOOD TO GO
GROCERIES
PET FOOD

We sell

Duck Food
Natural Choice

Watermead postcards
2 for 99p or 65p each

CAR PARK

THE
PIAZZA

PUB

LAKE

Watermead
To Aylesbury

Lakeside

Watermeadow

Ayleswater

The Heron
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Plans will be started soon. 
If  you would like to help 
do please get in touch by 
emailing watermeadevents@
gmail.com - the Events 
Committee would be 
delighted to hear from you.

Dates for your diaries
We hope that the Christmas 
Craft Fair will be back 
this year on Saturday 4th 
December. Stalls will be 
available for crafters - please 
call Graham Severn on 
01296 336575 or email him 
graham.severn@aol.com 
if  you would like to reserve 
a stall. Obviously this will 

be subject to Covid-19 
Regulations. Provided all 
is well the Carol Concert is 
planned for its usual slot on 
Saturday 11th December – it 
will be outside in the Piazza 
with a brass band and a 
promised visit from Father 
Christmas, of  course! 

Christmas lights 
competition
Watermead’s Christmas 
lights were very impressive 
last year. Everyone seemed 
to work that bit harder to 
create a cheerful ambience 
and make something lovely 
for people to see as they took 

their exercise and walked 
around Watermead. Cllr Irina 
Schwab had a challenge in 
choosing the winners. Many 
of  us left our lights on until 
the end of  lockdown. Now’s 
the time to start to plan 
this year’s competition. 

Photographic 
competition
The ever-popular 
competition was held 
‘virtually’ last year with some 
fantastic photography on 
display. We are very grateful 
to Eric Rose for arranging 
this and for stepping up to 
judge – another difficult 

task. This year we hope the 
competition will return to 
the Village Hall but if  not it 
will, once again, be virtual.

Watermead Pub 
Lunch Club
Community Impact Bucks 
are relaunching the monthly 
Pub Lunch Club and Cllr 
Mary Singleton is planning 
a return to the Watermead 
Inn in September. She’ll 
be in touch with former 
members and if  you would 
like to join in please let Mary 
know at mary.singleton@
watermead-pc.gov.uk or call 
the Parish Clerk on 01296 

V...page 03

395211 to book a place.

Village View
Our new, glossier magazine 
goes from strength to 
strength. The Editorial team, 
led by Mary Singleton, is 
a group of  volunteers who 
spend much time ensuring 
we have a village magazine 
to be proud of. Thank 
you all - we look forward 
to the next editions and 
the advertisers are much 
appreciated giving us details 
of  local services. Mary is 
always keen to hear from 
people with their stories and 
receive articles that may be 
of  interest to our readers. 

Neighbourhood Plan
The first Residents’ 
Questionnaire has now 
been completed and results 
published - see page 16. To 
keep everyone informed 
the Neighbourhood 
Plan information is on 
the PC website at www.
watermead-pc.gov.uk/
neighbourhood-plan.html

There is a FAQs section 
where all questions asked 
are answered. If  you have 
questions, please send 
them to noreen.shardlow@
watermead-pc.gov.uk or 
put a note through the 
Village Hall letterbox and 
a response will be added 
– see www.watermead-
pc.gov.uk/frequently-
asked-questions.html

A Business Questionnaire 
has now been sent to 
all local businesses and 
the questionnaire can 
be seen on the website, 
with results to follow. 

We all hope that we are 
able to move back towards 
normality. Many of  you will 
have had holidays, either in 
the UK or abroad, allowing 
you to re-charge batteries 
much depleted by the last 
20+ months. We hope to see 
you at our events and out 
and about in Watermead. 
Keep safe everyone.

Cllr Sue Severn, Chairman

The Uk’s Plastic Problem. How many 
of those plastic bottles, cartons and 

pots that we carefully sort out actually 
end up being recycled here in the UK? 
Answer: Less than 10%  Source: 
Greenpeace

Planet Refill is a new independently-
run, zero waste refill shop in 
Buckingham. They have an eco-friendly 
product range which is over 90% 
organic and vegan friendly. They stock 
everything from spices, pulses, dried 
beans, cereals, coffee, grains, oils, baking 
goods, pasta and fudge (!) to home and 
personal care products and with such a 
variety, you can choose what works for 
you. There is a growing line of  organic 
and vegan pet food too.

So, what is a zero waste shop? Well, all 
of  the food, home cleaning and personal 
care items are bought in very large bulk 
quantities and stored in dispensers and 
scoop bins (see pic). Customers can go in 
with their own containers; empty bottles 
of  fabric softener, jars, biscuit tins and 
even empty cereal boxes (!) and fill them 
up to their heart's content. In such a way 
the aim is to reduce packaging waste, 
especially single use plastic, from going 
to landfill and into our oceans.

And how does a zero waste shop work 
exactly? If  you take a look at the diagram 
below you can see it is very simple. You 
just need to weigh your empty containers 
and write the weights on them. If  they 
are cherished Kilner jars you might want 
to write on some paper tape and attach it 
instead. Then you are ready to fill!  

  Planet Refill are committed to 
creating an environment where buying 
your weekly products is no more difficult 
than in your average supermarket. They 
remain competitive on price but the 

variety of  products cannot be beaten. 
Especially because they promote and 
prioritise local business - Bougie Candles, 
Folly Soap Co, Rawganic, and more so if  
you are reading this and you are a local 
producer please they would like to hear 
from you! They are also interested to 
stock local produce from the many farms 
that we are lucky to have close by. If  it’s 
done successfully we are reducing the 
mileage our products would travel to. 

 Plastic/packaging free is so easy and 
very liberating. The staff  are always on 
hand to help you fill up and to answer 
any questions about the products. And 
there is plenty of  parking space in front 
of  the shop which is free (but most  
 

importantly your shopping is free of  
plastic!). So please come along, beat the 
congestion of  the high street and enjoy 
the spacious store. They can be found 
at Unit 8 Hillcrest Rise, Buckingham 
Industrial Estate, MK18 1SL 

Open every day from 09:00 to 17:30 
except for Sunday and Monday but are 
hoping to open on Sundays very soon 
and will have a website where you can 
buy online and have it delivered! Please 
check their Facebook, Instagram and 
website www.planetrefill.org for current 
updates or call in store 07778 060 261 if 
you like. 

Planet Refill
‘where zero is the hero’

SUNDAY 12th APRIL 2021 
9.30am start 

U K A  R A C E  L I C E N C E  -  2 0 2 0 - 3 9 5 9 4  |  T H E  R O Y A L  L A T I N  S C H O O L  I S  A  R E G I S T E R E D  C H A R I T Y  N O .  1 0 6 0 7 2 4

W I T H  K I N D  P E R M I S S I O N  F R O M  T H E  C L AY D O N  E S T A T E  A N D  T H E  V E R N E Y  F A M I LY

MEDAL FOR ALL FINISHERS

Go to www.royallatin.org/friends-of-rls/runtheclaydons
or scan QR code for full details

Main race: 7 mile multi terrain route  •  ADULT £20 (£18 if affiliated) 
spaces available for canicross runners, 1 dog each  •  min age 16

Junior races: 2 miles for 12-15s, 1 mile for under 12s  •  Junior £4

THE Friends of  
the Royal Latin School  

support RLS

All funds raised help

04 05



As another unusual summer draws to 
a close, my thoughts turn to MPs’ 

return to Westminster to examine and 
debate new legislation, and question 
ministers on work being done by their 
departments. As well as speaking in the 
House of Commons, I will be continuing 
to serve on the Justice Select Committee, 
and will begin my second year as part 
of the RAF section of the Armed Forces 

Parliamentary Scheme. Much of  my time 
as your MP is spent campaigning for better mitigation for residents 
to reduce the impact of  HS2, which is still causing extraordinary 
and unnecessary harm, environmental devastation, yet - unlike the 
Aylesbury spur of  East-West Rail - will bring zero benefits locally. 
Ever since his appointment last year, I have been determined to 
show the HS2 minister, Andrew Stephenson, the realities of  life with 
this unwanted railway in person. The opportunity to do so finally 
came in July, when I took him to a farm whose owners, like so 
many others, have been let down time and time again by HS2 Ltd 
and its contractors. We then saw areas which will be devastated by 
the works and heard about the chaos being caused by construction 
traffic on our local roads.

I was very pleased to be able to spend some time in Watermead 
during the summer recess, hearing from local people about the 
issues that matter most to you locally. With the removal of  most 
Coronavirus restrictions thanks to the success of  the vaccination 
rollout, I hope there will be plenty more opportunities for face to 
face meetings in the months ahead.

Once again, space is too tight for me to provide you with a full 
update of  my work, so if  you would like more details, please sign up 
for my newsletter at www.robbutler.org.uk 
 
Robert Butler MP

View from Westminster

Whether you are looking for a full central heating installation, 
landlord gas safety certificate or just someone to fix a dripping tap 
Mason Plumbing & Heating Ltd will complete your job to a very high 
standard and at a very competitive price.

We can offer a 10 year guarantee 
on all new Worcester Bosch boilers and 
can also offer 0% payment options

Boiler serviced from £60 plus VAT 
and we can also carry out repairs

01296 706008
www.masonplumbing.co.uk
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What’s on ...around Watermead

PUBLICATION 
DATES
2021/22

Winter
27th November

Spring
5th March

SUMMER
4th June

AUTUMN
3rd September

September 

8th Pub Lunch Club 
Watermead Inn, 12.30pm

15th Vale Countryside Volunteers Land Working Group Day 

16th Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
Village Hall 7:30pm 

18th Watermead Photographic Competition 
 

 
October 

6th Pub Lunch Club 
Watermead Inn, 12.30pm

21st Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
Village Hall 7:30pm  

 
November 

3rd Pub Lunch Club 
Watermead Inn, 12.30pm

18th Watermead Parish Council Meeting 
Village Hall 7:30pm  

 
December 

1st Pub Lunch Club 
Watermead Inn, 12.30pm

4th Christmas Craft Fair 
Village Hall, tbc

11th Christmas Carol Concert 
The Piazza, tbc 

 
We will be resuming our Parish Council meetings as normal, 

including public attendance, in the Parish Hall in the Piazza 

on 16th September 2021

Are you looking for a venue? Watermead Village Hall is the ideal venue for young children’s 
birthday parties, meetings and christenings, etc. Or are you an organisation looking for a regular venue? If 
so, to book the Village Hall or the Bandstand please contact Noreen Shardlow on 01296 395211 / 792137

Parish Council
3rd Thursday of the month
(excluding August & December)
Public meeting - 7.30pm
Council meeting - 8pm

Footsteps Pre-School
Monday - Friday 7.30am to 2pm
Closes 12.30pm Tuesdays 
07743 871369
watermead@footsteps-nursery.co.uk 

Scrapbooking/Card
Making Any Craft Of 
Your Choice Crafty Chicks 
4th Friday of the month
from 6.30pm 
Contact Daphne 393131

Aylesbury & District
Philatelic Society
Second Wednesday of the month
7.30 - 10pm
Peter Barnes 612913 

Kumon Maths
Monday & Thursday
2.30 - 6pm
Susan Jones 747469

Jo Jingles
Tuesdays - Music & Movement 
1.30 - 2.15pm 18 months upwards 
2.30 - 3.05pm 6 months to walking 
(approx 18 months) 
Debbie Bird 625599

Castielli Dance School
(for children) Monday 6-7.30pm
Janet Castielli 433956
www.luv2dance.co.uk

Bring Your Own Crafts Afternoon 
Every Wednesday 2.30-5.30pm
Judith Muston 
Noreen 01296 39511 

Inkstampshare Paper Craft Class 
07952 477702
kate@boltweb.net
Inkstampshare.ink

Our regulars in the Village Hall...
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Tea Break Quiz
1. Which company took over Rover in 1994?
2. In 1928 what became the minimum age at which a woman could vote?
3. Whose clothes shop Bazaar was a trendsetter in the 60s?
4. The DPP is the Director of Public what?
5. Until his death in 1969 Brian Jones was in which pop band?
6. Which race course is at Esher?
7. Crick, Watson and Wilkins determined the structure of what?
8. Which Prime Minister replaced Anthony Eden?
9. Which item of clothing cost Isadora Duncan her life?
10. Who wrote the children’s classis The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe?
11. In which country was Hitler born?
12. Which Latin phrase means ‘in place of a parent’?
13. What is mineral water mixed with quinine called?
14. In Pride and Prejudice who does Elizabeth finally marry?
15. What describes descending a sheer face by sliding down a rope?
16. Pumpkin Pie is a traditional dessert on which special American day?
17. Which family made typewriters and invented the breech-loading rifle?
18. Which dog’s name comes from the Welsh for ‘dwarf dog’?
19. Which prize for fiction was instigated in 1969?
20. Who made history in 1982 by going to an Anglican service in Canterbury Cathedral?

Answers on page 22

Friends have asked me why I bother with 
an allotment, a question I find hard 

to answer. Usually I make the point that 
I know what chemicals were used or it is 
fun to eat something you have grown. But 
it is much more than that. Occasionally I 
may be the only person on site but sharing 
the space with other living creatures. On 
one occasion two foxes walked past me as 
I dug, a Red Kite was enjoying his lunch in 
the tall pine tree near me and a deer ambled 
past twenty yards away, all in broad daylight. 
My enjoyment is all of  that, plus sharing 
a pastime with others of  a like mind and 
overcoming the challenges of  pests, weather 
and other indefinables. 

What has all that got to do with a 
gardening competition? Well, 2021 has been 
a terrible year weatherwise for gardeners. 
We had a cold, wet winter followed by a 
cold, wet spring; the only things that did well 
were weeds! Ken and Ray, our great judges 
from the Aylesbury Gardening Society, were 
saying that they and others were struggling to 
produce anything. Ray recounted how he had 
planted lettuce which did not germinate, so 
he sowed another type in the same place only 
to see them both germinate together. I sowed 
potatoes for Christmas picking and nothing 
grew until the broad beans came up this 
year with potatoes growing jointly between 
the canes. This together with rabbits, deer, 
squirrels, etc eating both plants and produce 
seem to prove my friend’s point. 

This is the fourth year of  the competition. 
In past years Sue Severn (the Parish Council 
Chair) has given a cup to the winner. The 
Parish Council then gave a bottle of  wine to 
the runner-up. Because we have 5 and 10 
pole plots the committee decided to award 
a prize for each size of  plot, with prizes for 
the runners-up. The committee also felt it 
appropriate to create a “Newcomers” Class 
as we had so many people join us this year. 
On 13th July Ken and Ray diligently went 
round the site and judged the plots, and the 
following are the winners:
The 10 Pole Class Diane Lee and Tina 
Nunes – a well-deserved win; their scarecrows 
have to be seen to be believed. Both plots 
had a great variety of  plants and colour and 
everything is extremely neat and tidy.
Joint runners-up - Alan Williams, and The 
Szydio family consisting of  Kasia, Lukasy, 
Aleks and Wojciech. 
The 5-pole class Winner - Tim Baldwin. 
For a smaller plot Tim was able to produce 

a very good variety of  plants and the site 
looked very neat.
Runner-up - Pam Parish.
Newcomers Class Winner - Alison May – 
Both Alison and Anomi have done extremely 
well in a very short timeframe. But Alison 
tipped it by incorporating more of  the 
competition’s criteria.
Runner-up - Anomi Gabboda Liyanage.

The Society owes a debt of  gratitude to 
our two judges and the Parish Clerk, Noreen, 
who deserves praise for all she does to 
ensure the facility is enjoyed by so many. 
Noreen has been ably assisted over the years 
by both Sheena Hudson and Sheree Smith, 
our site wardens. It is fair to say that without 
these three hard-working people and the 
funding from the Parish Council we would 
not have such an attractive facility in our 
village.

Improvements. Well, at present there are 
approximately 60 plots. Unfortunately some 
flood in the winter because part or all of  the 
plot is too low in relation to the water table. 

There is also a waiting list of  ten people for 
plots. We have also found  
people’s life situations change and they find 
they do not have the time to give to  
 
gardening, for instance health workers during 
the pandemic. The Parish Clerk, like other 
Councils, is in communication with these 
plot-holders to find a realistic solution. 

So, finally, in answer to my opening 
question perhaps I should invite my friends 
to the site. The other evening whilst watering 
my vegetables I heard a great burst of  
laughter, a bar-b-que perhaps. Near me 
a plot-holder was offering advice, whilst 
another was offering plants to his neighbour. 
All engendering community. So, allotments 
give us a place for our community to flourish 
and somewhere to hone our gardening skills 
in a way a modern small garden cannot. 
Tempted? Please contact our Parish Clerk.

Peter Smith, Chairman of  the Watermead 
Gardening Society

Watermead’s postponed Open 
Gardens on Sunday 8th August 

was deemed a great success. Seven 
intrepid gardeners in Watermead spent 
hours making their gardens look their best 
despite a difficult season and the original 
date postponed due to poor weather.

On the day we welcomed a steady 
stream of  visitors to our gardens. It was 
lovely to meet them and to hear their 
own gardening recommendations and 
experiences. A thoroughly enjoyable 
afternoon which we will certainly repeat 
next year.

Sincere thanks to Mo and Watermead 
News and Kelvin’s team for selling maps 
and collecting donations and to the seven 
gardeners who invited the guests to see 
their gardens. We raised £246 for the 
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity. 

See below a selection of  photos of  the 
gardens on show.

Cllr Sue Severn

Watermead Gardening Society 
best allotment competition

Watermead 
Open
Gardens

Winner: Best Newcomer, Alison May Runner up newcomer: Anomi Gabboda Liyanage Joint Runner up: 10-pole plot, Kat Szydio

Runner up: 5-pole - Pam Parrish

Winner: 5-pole - Tim Baldwin

Joint runner up: 10-pole, Alan Williams

Winner: 10-pole plot, Diane Lee and 
Tina Nunes
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Parma Ham Tart with Artichokes 
and Mushrooms

Ingredients
225g plain flour
50g grated parmesan cheese
150g butter, diced
2 tbsp olive oil
5 large eggs
225g fresh mushrooms, sliced
100g Parma ham
1 x 280g jar Artichoke hearts, drained
200g double cream or crème fraiche
1 tbsp chopped chives
100g grated cheddar cheese
Salt and black pepper

Method
1.  Oven heat at 190c/450c or gas mark 5.  

You will need a 23cm Quiche tin.
2.  In a food processor add the plain flour, a 

pinch of  salt, butter and parmesan cheese 
and blend for a few minutes.

3.  Then add 1 beaten egg and 1 tablespoon 
of  olive oil.  Mix for a few moments until 
blended and it has all come together in a 
ball.

4.  Put the pastry in the fridge for 20 minutes 
to chill.

5.  In the meantime make the filling – mix the 
mushrooms, drained artichoke hearts, the 
cream or crème fraiche, chopped chives 
and grated cheddar cheese.

6.  Beat the remaining 4 eggs and add this to 
the mixture. Season with black pepper.

7.  Roll out the pastry and line the Quiche 
tin. Then cover the pastry with tin foil and 
bake without the filling for 10 minutes.

8.  Remove the foil and add the filling.
9.  Fold the Parma ham slices on the top and 

bake for 40 minutes until golden.

NB Beautiful served hot or cold.

Classic Kedgeree
Serves 4

Ingredients
450ml water
350g smoked haddock loin
170g long grain rice
2 large free range eggs
2 tomatoes seeded and chopped
2 large spring onions
12mm of  fresh ginger peeled and grated
2 tbsp mild or medium curry powder
1 tbsp black mustard seeds
2 bay leaves
2 handfuls of  fresh coriander leaves
1 clove garlic, grated
1 red chilli, finely chopped
Juice of  half  a lemon
1 tbsp vegetable oil
1 tsp butter
1 tsp salt

Method
1.  In a pan of  boiling water, hard boil the 

eggs for 10 minutes and cool under water.
2.  Poach the haddock in a shallow pan of  

simmering water with the bay leaves.  
Cover and simmer for about 5 minutes.

3.  Remove the haddock from the pan and 
leave to cool. Carefully remove the skin 
and flake the fish.

4.  Heat a pan with a little oil and the butter 
and then add the ginger, onion and 
garlic. Soften for five minutes and add 
the curry powder, mustard seeds, rice 
and salt coating the rice with the melted 
ingredients.

5.  Add the water to the rice and bring to the 
boil. Reduce the heat and simmer until 
the rice is cooked and the water has been 
absorbed.

6.  Add the flaked haddock to the rice and 
mix in the coriander and chilli.  Stir gently 
and place in a warm serving dish.

7.  Quarter the hard boiled eggs and place 
on top of  the rice mixture along with 
remaining coriander and serve.

Best ever chocolate brownies recipe

Ingredients
185g unsalted butter
185g best dark chocolate
85g plain flour
40g cocoa powder
50g white chocolate
50g milk chocolate
3 large eggs
275g golden caster sugar

Method
1.  Cut 185g unsalted butter into small 

cubes and tip into a medium bowl. Break 
185g dark chocolate into small pieces 
and drop into the bowl.

2.  Fill a small saucepan about a quarter 
full with hot water, then sit the bowl on 
top so it rests on the rim of  the pan, 
not touching the water. Put over a low 
heat until the butter and chocolate have 
melted, stirring occasionally to mix them.  
Remove the bowl from the pan. 
Alternatively, cover the bowl loosely with 
cling film and put in the microwave for 
2 minutes on High. Leave the melted 
mixture to cool to room temperature.

3.  While you wait for the chocolate to cool, 
position a shelf  in the middle of  your 
oven and turn the oven on to 180C/160C 
fan/gas 4.

4.  Using a shallow 20cm square tin, cut out 
a square of  non-stick baking parchment 
to line the base. 

5.  Tip 85g plain flour and 40g cocoa 
powder into a sieve held over a medium 
bowl. Tap and shake the sieve so they 
run through together to get rid of  any 
lumps.

6.  Chop 50g white chocolate and 50g milk 
chocolate into chunks on a board.

7.  Break 3 large eggs into a large bowl and 
tip in 275g golden caster sugar. With 
an electric mixer on maximum speed, 
whisk the eggs and sugar. They will look 
thick and creamy, like a milk shake. This 
can take 3-8 minutes, depending on 
how powerful your mixer is. You’ll know 
it’s ready when the mixture becomes 
really pale and about double its original 
volume. Another check is to turn off  the 
mixer, lift out the beaters and wiggle 
them from side to side. If  the mixture 
that runs off  the beaters leaves a trail on 
the surface of  the mixture in the bowl for 
a second or two, you’re there.

8.  Pour the cooled chocolate mixture 
over the eggy mousse, then gently 
fold together with a rubber spatula. 
Plunge the spatula in at one side, take it 
underneath and bring it up the opposite 
side and in again at the middle. Continue 
going under and over in a figure of  eight, 
moving the bowl round after each folding 
so you can get at it from all sides, until 
the two mixtures are one and the colour 
is a mottled dark brown. The idea is to 
marry them without knocking out the air, 
so be as gentle and slow as you like.

9.  Hold the sieve over the bowl of  eggy 
chocolate mixture and resift the cocoa 
and flour mixture, shaking the sieve from 
side to side, to cover the top evenly.

10.  Gently fold in this powder using the same 
figure of  eight action as before. The 
mixture will look dry and dusty at first, 
and a bit unpromising, but if  you keep 
going very gently and patiently, it will 
end up looking gungy and fudgy. Stop 
just before you feel you should, as you 
don’t want to overdo this mixing.

11.  Finally, stir in the white and milk 
chocolate chunks until they’re dotted 
throughout.

12.   Pour the mixture into the prepared tin, 
scraping every bit out of  the bowl with 
the spatula. Gently ease the mixture into 
the corners of  the tin and level the top 
with the spatula.

13.  Put in the oven for 25 mins. When the 
buzzer goes, open the oven, pull the shelf  
out a bit and gently shake the tin. If  the 
brownie wobbles in the middle, it’s not 
quite done, so slide it back in and bake 
for another 5 minutes until the top has a 
shiny, papery crust and the sides are just 
beginning to come away from the tin. 
Take out of  the oven.

14.  Leave the whole thing in the tin until 
completely cold, then, lift out the 
brownie on the base. Cut into quarters, 
then cut each quarter into four squares 
and finally into triangles.

NB  They’ll keep in an airtight container 
for two weeks and in the freezer for up to a 
month.

Autumn
Recipes

Acorn Kitchens & Bathrooms Ltd
Luxurious kitchens and bathrooms in Aylesbury and surrounding areas

01296 586342 / 077764 576090
info@acornkitchensbathroomsltd.com
www.acornkitchensbathroomsltd.com 

• Fully insured
• Kitchens and bathrooms
• Plumbing

We also offer a fit only service and undertake
general carpentry and minor alterations

• Design, fitting and installation service
• All tiling, flooring and decorating
• Showers, en-suites and clockrooms

FREE
FRIENDLY
ADVICE
AND
ESTIMATES

• Independent dental care
• NHS care for children
• Very competitive rates

New residents to
Watermead are 
warmly welcome.

We offer quality care 
at affordable prices.
 
Telephone: 01296 330700
The Village Piazza, Watermead HP19 0FX

Lythan Davies bds llm and Associates

Opening hours: Tuesday to Thursday 9.00am – 8.00pm
Monday & Friday 9.00am – 4.30pm,  
Saturday 10.00am – 12.30pm (by appointment)

Dental excellence in the centre of your village

Watermead
dental centre

Denplan
Registered

For NEW customers

1 voucher per customer

£10 off

!

For NEW customers

1 voucher per customer

£10 off

!

For NEW customers

1 voucher per customer

£10 off
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We’ve met Pope Paul VII before: Daniel Silva’s 
fictional successor to John Paul II, he has survived 

several assaults on the Vatican, all thwarted by Israeli 
master-spy Gabriel Allon. Holidaying in Venice when His 
Holiness dies of  a supposed stroke, Gabriel is invited to investigate 
the possibility that the pontiff  was murdered by enemies within 
the Church who are plotting to manipulate 
the conclave that will elect his successor. 
A secret gospel has been discovered in the 
archives that could undermine Catholicism’s 
foundations. 

 There are brief  excursions to 
Florence, Zurich and Hitler’s old “roost” 
in Berchtesgaden, but most of  the action 
takes place in Rome where a right-wing 
coup threatens not just the papacy, but the 
governments of  Italy and other EU states.  
“The backbiting bureaucrats of  the Curia” 
are disturbingly credible. 

Alternative gospels and dark doings 
in the Holy See have provided fodder 
for historians and many other writers 
of  fiction (including Dan Brown – twice!). There was much 
speculation that John Paul I, Pope for only 33 days in 1978, was 
murdered by rogue cardinals; this theory provided part of  the plot of  
Francis Ford Coppola’s third Godfather movie.  

Outlandish as it ought to be, The Order has the ring of  
believability;  it’s almost as pacy as a Bond film.  This is the 
most enthralling thriller I’ve read since Gabriel Allon’s previous 
misadventure and is unlikely to be equalled until his next one. 

David Gee, www.davidgeebooks.com

The Order by Daniel Silva
Book reviewSeasonal advice for the welfare of  

pets and wildlife in the Autumn
As temperatures drop and it gets dark 

earlier, the RSPCA receive many calls 
about the welfare of pets and wildlife. Here 
are their top tips to keeping animals safe 
and warm in autumn.

Keeping safe in the dark
Always wear reflective clothing to make 
yourself  visible when walking near roads in 
the dark. And don’t forget your pets! Fit your 
dog and cat with a reflective collar - but 
make sure only a quick release collar is used 
for a cat.

Watch out! Animals on the roads
 The RSPCA are seeing more injured wild 
animals coming into their care, who have 
been involved in road traffic accidents, as the 
nights grow longer. Road traffic accidents 
involving deer are especially common during 
the rut, which can occur from mid-July to 
December (depending on the species). Take 
note of  warning signs, drive with extreme 
caution (especially early morning and 
evening) and report collisions with deer to 
the police.

Grey seal pups on the beach 
September to December is the breeding 
season for grey seals. Pups are born with a 
fluffy white coat and don’t enter the sea for 
the first two to three weeks. Don’t approach 
a seal pup on its own, or allow dogs or other 
animals to harass them as they can give a 
nasty bite! And, if  a seal pup is scared into 
the water, it could be washed out to sea and 
become lost.

Fleas in your home
Fleas are more commonly associated with 
the summer months, but did you know your 
home can provide the perfect breeding 
ground in autumn? Turning up your heating 
in the autumn months can provide the 
perfect temperature for fleas. A house heated 
between 21 and 25 degrees Celsius can cause 

dormant flea pupae (cocoon type stage) to 
hatch into adults and create an ideal 
breeding ground.

It’s important to treat your pet for fleas 
regularly all year round as even if  there’s no 
signs of  fleas in your home your pet may 
have a chance to catch them. The RSPCA 
FleaAway treatment will protect your pets 
from fleas, but make sure you also treat your 
home with a household flea spray (follow the 
instructions carefully). The flea pupae like 
dark and warm spots so make sure you treat 
all floors, under sofas and beds and even 
spray a small amount in your hoover.

Bat alert!
Bats look for suitable hibernation sites around 
October. Pipistrelles are the most likely to 
roost in buildings during winter. Bats and their 
roosts are protected by law in the UK - so 
you must not disturb or harm them in any 
way. Find out more about bats and the law on 
www.bats.org.uk.

Fireworks and bonfires during the 
festive season
Build bonfires as close to time of  lighting 
as possible, and check them thoroughly for 
animals before lighting. This can help save the 
lives of  hedgehogs and other small animals. 

Loud fireworks can be terrifying for 
animals but there are things you can do: 

How to calm dogs during fireworks:
•  Walk them during daylight hours to avoid 

times when fireworks are likely to be set off.
•  Close windows and curtains to muffle the 

sound of  fireworks.
•  Put on some music or tv to mask the 

firework sounds.
•  Create a quiet space where your dog can 

feel in control.
•  Create some hiding places around your 

home.

Sound Therapy 4 Pets’ is a therapy pack 
available to teach your dogs to be less scared 
of  loud noises.

Cats:
• Provide hiding places in your home.
•  Cats can become more stressed if  they’re 

outside during fireworks.
•  Microchip your cats in case they’re startled 

and escape outside.

Small animals:
•  Partly cover outside cages and pens with 

blankets so an area is soundproofed and 
hidden, but allow another area for the 
animals to look out.

•  Provide bedding small animals can 
burrow in.

•  Consider bringing them indoors - this will 
need to be done gradually so plan ahead

Keeping horses safe during fireworks:
It’s not just animals in the home that can be 
scared of  fireworks - horses can be too.
•  Check locally to see if  there are going to be 

any firework displays in your area.
•  Where possible - tell the organisers of  

firework displays that horses are nearby and 
ask them to set off  their fireworks in the 
opposite direction.

•  For top tips on keeping your horse safe and 
secure during the firework season - please 
follow the advice from the British Horse 
Society.

How to treat firework phobia
Firework phobia is a treatable condition and 
animals don’t have to suffer such misery 
every year. Seek advice from your vet who 
will, if  necessary, be able to refer you to a 
professional clinical animal behaviourist.

Find out more at www.rspca.org.uk/
adviceandwelfare/pets/general

Your local mobility centre
Sales, Service & Repair

Scooters • Power Chairs • Wheelchairs • Bath Aids • Rise & Recline Chairs 
Pressure Relief Cushions • Continence Supplies • Grab Rails • Reachers • Wide Fit Shoes

Open and ready to help you within our spacious COVID-safe environment
            face masks worn, hand sanitiser, social distancing

Mobility Centre, New Road, Princes Risbourough, Bucks HP27 0JN

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 2.30pm
www.ilcmobility.co.uk | info@ilcmobility.co.uk  01844 273050

Home Visits by Appointment

FREE PARKING | 300 Bus Route from Aylesbury to High Wycombe

Mowing
Strimming
Scarifying
Lawn treatments
Regular or
  one-off cuts
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My wife and I were returning from 
a day out in Oxford on the bus 

a couple of years ago when we met 
a delightful Australian gentleman 
who was on his way to meet a cousin 
in Aylesbury. He had been travelling 
around the world, carrying the smallest 
rucksack possible, and entertained us 
with his stories for the whole journey. 
A couple of  days later he sent us the 
fascinating story of  his family’s overland 
trip from Aylesbury to Australia back in 
1959.

“My father Alan Dawson did not 
get on with his family in the ancient 
English market town of  Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire and decided to take 
us as far away from them as possible. 
He sold the family newsagency and 
bought a large green Austin diesel 
van. Alan converted it into the world’s 
first camper. He put in car seats for 
my mother Pat, my brother Bob and 
myself. On the 22nd October 1959 
the van, nicknamed Big Joe after the 
numberplate 44BJO, trundled onto 
the Channel Ferry at Dover bound for 
Dunkirk. With little money and few 
maps we crossed France, Switzerland 
and Northern Italy in three short 
days. Four days were spent travelling 
the length of  Yugoslavia, with a 
short stopover in the Adriatic port of  
Dubrovnik where good friends had 
been made during previous visits. A 
last chance to feast on fresh caught 
fish and pomegranates. We had taken 
with us food from England. Lots of  
different tins of  food, rice and flour, 
because we didn’t want to have any 
illness of  any kind due to eating food or 
drinking water that might have been a 
bit suspect.

The winding road took us inland 
and into the dry rugged mountains 
of  Greece. Into the European part of  
Turkey on the 29th and another ferry 
across the Bosphorus, as it had not been 
bridged back then. From Istanbul we 
went to its Asian twin city of  Uskadar, 
where fireworks were exploding to 
celebrate National Day, to the great 
excitement of  the boys. Five days of  
hard, slow driving on rough gravel roads 
saw Big Joe caked in dust as it headed 
through Turkey and the disputed land 
of  the Kurds, Mt Ararat receding in the 
distance. Alan tempted fate at a small 
town 3000 miles from the journey’s 
start, he announced the fact with ‘and 
not a single breakdown!’ After a stroll 
and a little shopping we returned to 

the van to find it had had its first 
puncture. The 5th November 
dawned and we crossed into Iran, 
to follow the tracks of  lorries 
across the Great Salt Desert. 
‘Beware of  the djinns who lick the 
salty sweat from your feet,’ Alan 
warned Pat and the boys! Broken 
springs forced another stop for 
repairs in Tehran. A day trip took 
us to view the Shah’s crown jewels.

Into Pakistan to be met by camel 
drivers and hawkers out hunting. 
Another breakdown caused by 
a hole in the fuel line, resulted 
in Pat and the lads being invited 
for refreshment by Mrs Mann 
on the outskirts of  Quetta, while 
Alan went off  to get the pipe soldered. 
We had a pleasant overnight stay in 
the Mann’s house, before climbing up 
through a pass in the mountains as the 
van shadowed a steam train driven by 
Mr Mann. Down to the coastal city of  
Karachi where Pat had a short, luxurious 
break from the dusty road. Alan took Big 
Joe in for a service at the Austin dealer’s 
garage. He, it turned out, had played 
cricket against Alan when he had been a 
student in England. Magnanimously he 
looked after the Dawsons, putting us up 
in his hotel while the van was cleaned 
and repaired from roof  to tyres. Even 
the splintered handle on Alan’s shovel 
was replaced! The well-to-do gentleman 
toured the family around each day, 
either in his Mercedes Benz (which Bob 
adored) or in his Landrover (which was 
Pete’s favourite).

In the New Delhi GPO Alan was 
invited to take the family for dinner at 
the home of  a Sikh. A magic tour of  the 
Taj Mahal entranced all of  the Dawsons. 
December 28th saw the Dawsons 
embark on the P&O liner Strathnaver. 
Hot humid nights were spent on deck, 
as the cabins were stuffy. Finally 

disembarking at Fremantle on the 8th 
January 1960, where the Dawsons (and 
Big Joe) began a new decade and a 
new life as Aussies. In Perth, where we 
lived for the first 18 months, my first 
impressions were of  hot, dry days with 
the smell of  gum leaves in the air and 
dodging swooping magpies. Working as 
a printer’s engineer Alan broke his ankle 
in an accident and was retrenched. He 
then drove our trusty old Austin van 
named ‘Big Joe’ to Melbourne where the 
family settled down. The huge expanse 
of  the Nullarbor was amazing and I 
stumbled across a wombat warren of  
epic proportions.

Sister Jane was born at Sunshine in 
1966 and, after moving to the old port 
of  Williamstown, we kids completed our 
education. We kids now have families of  
our own, which have added Malay, Afro-
American and Greek ethnicities to the 
Dawson’s Anglo-Celtic bloodline.”

There is a longer version of  this 
story here: www.peterjamesdawson.
wordpress.com and lots of  interesting 
illusrations. 
 
Stuart Mackay

The fella
on the bus

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity needs to raise 
over £1,000,000 a year to provide specialist palliative 

care services which are accessible and free of charge 
to those with a life-limiting illness and their families in 
Buckinghamshire. FNH Charity has over 400 volunteers 
working in their shops, their offices, at the hospice, drivers, 
gardeners and bereavement listeners, plus those out 
supporting their events in the community. But they urgently 
need more volunteers to join the team as many have stepped 
back from their roles following the Covid-19 pandemic on 
both a regular and ad hoc basis.

“Our volunteers are absolutely invaluable to us and we 
couldn’t do what we do without their incredible support,” 
says Penny Bradshaw, Head of  Volunteering at the Charity. 
“We offer full support and training for new volunteers 
wherever and however they volunteer.”

There are lots of  opportunities available to suit all 
interests including Hospice Drivers, Hospice volunteers, 
Bereavement Listeners, Complementary Therapists, Online 
Retail, Fundraising Support, Events, Shop Volunteers, 
Showroom Van Drivers, Office Admin and Marketing and 
Communications support.

“The benefits to volunteering are endless, not only can it 
help you develop your career by gaining valuable experience 
in the workplace, it’s also a great way to connect with other 
people and build confidence.”

So, if  you are friendly and motivated and up for a challenge 
to support local hospice care, please get in touch at 
volunteering@fnhospice.org.uk or visit their website 
www.fnhospice.org.uk/volunteer.

Florence Nightingale 
Hospice Charity seek 
new volunteers

If you’ve been a victim of this 
crime call the police on 101.

A fraudster telephones you 
claiming to be from your bank 
or the police. They tell you 
that your bank card details 
have been used fraudulently.

1

They send a taxi/courier to 
you to collect your bank card. 
With this and your PIN, they 
spend your money.

3

They suggest that you hang up 
and ring the bank/police back 
to ensure the call is genuine. 
Don’t be fooled − they stay on 
the line. They then tell you to 
read out or key in your PIN.

2

Fraudsters want your PIN and bank card
IT’S A SCAM

JUST REMEMBER: 

Your bank or the 

police will never 

ask for your PIN 

or bank card –  

don’t give them 

to anybody!

Courier_Fraud_A4.indd   1 29/10/2013   12:23
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Results from survey

This summary shows what you told us about living
in Watermead:

• What is important to you and what isn’t important.

•  How you think Watermead could develop and plan 
for the future.

• Next steps and how to be involved.

Detailed results are available on our website: 
www.watermead-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan 
and will include all comments/suggestions from respondents.

Information about our respondents

The responses give us an overview of our respondents. 
Where we live and work as well as our families, leisure 
interests and ways in which Watermead can develop 
and improve for future generations.

The survey was answered by 285 individuals.

The narrative answers have been collated into a single 
Excel file and can be downloaded from the website or 
we can print you a copy.

WATERMEAD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
our home, our future

What type of property do you live in? Answered: 277, Skipped: 2

How long have you lived there? Answered: 277, Skipped: 2

How many bedrooms does your home have?
Answered: 277, Skipped: 2

Your employment status
Answered: 190, Skipped: 89

How do you normally travel to work? If by train please indicate 
your method of travel to the station     Answered: 177, Skipped: 102

Do you have children attending nursery school?
Answered: 214

Do you have children attending a local
primary school?  Answered: 190,  Skipped: 89

Do you have children attending a local 
secondary school?   Answered: 197,  Skipped: 82

How do your children travel to school?
Answered: 45,  Skipped: 234

Do you normally work?
Answered: 272, Skipped: 7
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Would you be interested in a school minibus or 
similar service?  Answered: 112,  Skipped: 167

Sport & Leisure  Answered: 256,  Skipped: 23

Why Watermead? Why did you choose to live in 
Watermead?  Answered: 267,  Skipped: 12

Has Watermead lived up to expectations? Now living in Watermead, 
what do you feel are the best bits?  Answered: 269,  Skipped: 10

Making Watermead even better: Within reason, if it were possible and we could 
find funding, would you like to see:  Answered: 260,  Skipped: 19

This question sought to find out respondents’ 
views on development within the Parish, which 
the Plan is required to include. Without this 
information the Plan will not be approved by the 
Local Planning Authority
Answered: 264,  Skipped: 15

Do you have a disability?  Answered: 268,  Skipped: 11

Please tell us your ethnic group  Answered: 264,  Skipped: 15

We want to be sure we are giving 
all our residents the chance to offer 
their views. Please tell us your age 
group, if you are happy to do so, 
to help us ensure we are getting as 
many different views as possible.  
Answered: 272,  Skipped: 7

The purpose of this question was to find out whether people 
felt a larger Village Hall, away from residential property, was a 
good idea. A small number of residents subsequently asked us 
to omit that question and its findings, because in their view 
it had a potential for bias. The Neighbourhood Planning Team 
believes that, in the interests of transparency, the views of the 
266 residents who did reply must be properly reported.
Of these, 63% were in favour,
28% against.  Answered: 266,  Skipped: 13

This question sought to find out what activities respondents 
would like in a Village Hall  Answered: 169,  Skipped: 110

Are you a dog owner?  Answered: 273,  Skipped: 6

Sport & Leisure, Living in Watermead

These questions are intended to understand residents’ 
sport & leisure interests and whether they are, or could 
be, catered for in Watermead.

We were also interested in knowing whether Watermead 
currently meets expectations, wants and needs.
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We help older people throughout the county live 
independently 

 

         

 * Informaon and advice        * Garden Maintenance 
 * Welfare benefits home visits      * Handyperson                 
 * Befriending           * Computer Training 
 * Help-in-the-Home                         * Toenail Cung Service 
 * Hairdressing 
 
 

Age UK Bucks  
services and support 

Call 01296 431911 
www.ageukbucks.org.uk 

145 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury HP19 9HH 
Registered charity 1139423 

Going forward from the first survey

Thank you for your help in responding to this first questionnaire. 
We are now distributing the Business Questionnaire and the 
Plan Team is working on a series of events and consultations
on Individual areas of the Plan.

We may need to ask your views in the meantime and will do 
so via a leaflet through your door, and by email to those of you 
who have given us permission to contact you.

The main source of information about the Plan and its 
progress is the Watermead Neighbourhood Plan page on the 
website www.watermead pc.gov.uk

Survey results, FAQs and progress reports will be published 
there regularly and please direct any questions to noreen.
shardlow@watermead pc.gov.uk or you can call the office on

01296 395211.
Noreen will pass all the question to the Plan team and all 

responses will be published as Q & As on the FAQs section.

The Watermead Neighbourhood Plan team works collaboratively 
with Parishioners, Councillors, Stakeholders and others, as 
required.

We have a qualified Planning Consultant working with us, 
whose fee is funded. She provides a steer on technical issues and 
help us both to collate and include all the views expressed with 
the aim of helping us to create a robust, innovative and future 
proof Plan to serve Watermead well for the immediate and long 
term future.

Watermead is unique, we need to ensure we keep the best of 
it, improving existing facilities, planning new ones and preparing 
ourselves for changing needs.

Questionnaire 1
Completed July
2021

Publish
results Q1
August 2021

Business
Questionnaire
August 2021
ongoing

Business
Questionnaire
result
October 2021

Further
public engagement
September to
December 2021

Once we’ve talked to you in more depth during the Further
Public Engagement Step, we will start to draft the First
Version of the Plan. We’ll update you on the next stages of
the anticipated timeline once we’ve been able to assess
your feedback, and the amount of work we’ll then need to
do to reflect your views.

Next steps/projected timeline
(subject to change dependent on survey
and other feedback)

Whatever the occasion, we have an impressive 
collection to make the perfect bouquet for you 
to express your sentiments 
To order visit our online shop www.theflowerhouse.me  
or call: 07515 359982  email: kerrie@me.com  
Hand delivered flowers to Aylesbury and surrounding villages

Based in Watermead, Aylesbury 
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Buckinghamshire’s biggest 
charity bike ride returns
It is now only 2 months to go until hundreds of cyclists return 

to Stoke Mandeville Stadium to take part in the 2021 MKFM 
Tour de Vale. On Sunday 19th September organisers WheelPower 
(the national charity for wheelchair sport) will be welcoming riders 
of all ages and abilities back to the Birthplace of the Paralympic 
Movement for a real celebration of cycling.

With restrictions lifted and lots of  people having taken up cycling 
during lockdown, now is the time to get back on the saddle and turn 
pedal power into vital funds for the charity WheelPower. After an 
incredibly tough year every penny that can be raised by those taking 
part will be so gratefully received and will support the charity to restart 
national programmes that have been unable to take place during the 
pandemic. Recent evidence from the Activity Alliance showed that twice 
as many disabled people felt that coronavirus greatly reduced their 
ability to do sport or physical activity compared to non-disabled people. 
Charities like WheelPower are key to recovery after the pandemic, 
highlighting the importance of  accessible activity and a return to play 
for the disabled people they support across the UK. The 2021 MKFM 
Tour de Vale will once again start and finish on the famous track at Stoke 
Mandeville Stadium. There are three fantastic routes to choose from, 
25km, 70km and 115km catering for cyclists of  all ages and abilities. 
The 25km route for example is ideal for families with all under 16’s and 
handcyclists go free. We understand that some riders are a little wary 
to sign up this year but you can rest assured that all health and safety 
precautions will be taken by WheelPower and the Tour de Vale team to 
comply with current government guidance. Away from the stadium all 
riders will find regular water stops, marshals, first aid points and support 
vehicles throughout the day to make sure that the event takes place in a 
safe, friendly and fun environment for everyone to enjoy from beginning 
to end. To find out more about this year’s event and to sign up for the 
2021 MKFM Tour de Vale please visit www.tourdevale.com

I have just acquired a small pocket book edition of ‘Highways 
& Byways of Buckinghamshire’, by Clement Shorter, published 

in 1928 based on the first edition of 1910. What has caught 
my attention is the history of Aylesbury Market Square and 
associated poetry. 
 
The following describes Aylesbury Market Square some hundred 
years ago:

“Standing in the centre of  the large market square we face the 
“George” Inn, while our back is to the Corn Exchange. A hundred 
years ago we should have faced the “King’s Head” Inn, now buried in 
a side street,...”

The George Inn is not in existence any more but in its day was an 
Inn favoured by Lord Beaconsfield, leader of  the Opposition in 1874. 
Apparently he found the Government of  the day at fault over a treaty 
securing the freedom of  the Malacca Straits for trade with China and 
addressed the men of  Buckinghamshire from one of  the Inn windows. 
Gladstone was credited with replying to Lord Beaconsfield with a 
rhyme, attributed to a Horace Lloyd:

The farmers of  Aylesbury gathered to dine,
And they ate their prime beef, and drank their old wine,
With the wine there was beer, with the beer there was bacca,
The liquors went round and the banquet was crowned
With some thundering news from the Straits of  Malacca!

Another interesting old Inn of  Aylesbury was the “White Hart”, 
which stood until 1864, when it was demolished to make way for 
the Corn Exchange and Market Hall. This Inn is associated with 
the romance of  a Grace Gilvey, who was the landlord’s daughter in 
Cromwell’s time, around 1651. She had two suitors, one a cavalier and 
the other a Puritan, but married the royalist after the Restoration of  
the monarchy. A description of  the Inn after the battle of  Worcester 
follows:

A band of  soldiers, with their merry din,
Filled the rude kitchen of  the White Hart Inn.
Some round the spacious chimney, smoking, sat,
And whiled their time with battle-talk and chat;
Some at the snow-white table gamed and swore,
While pikes and matchlocks strewed the sanded floor.
Gilbert, the landlord, ‘mid the group was seen,
With full red face, bright eye, and honest mien;
He smoked in silence in old arm chair,
Nor joke nor jest disturbed his saddened air.

In chapter VI a description is made of  the journey along Akeman 
Street and in particular of  Quarrendon and Quainton. A description of  
the surrounding land is made:

“We find ourselves in the rich pasture lands that doubtless inspired the 
lines in Drayton’s Polyolbion”:

Aylesbury vale that wallowed in her wealth
And (by her wholesome air continually in health)
Is lusty, firm and far; and holds her youthful strength!

From Aylesbury a mile or more of  walking takes us to the ruined 
chapel of  Quarrendon. It stands in a field and can be approached 
from the Bicester or from the Buckingham Road. The former being the 
better route, although there is only a cart track. By the Buckingham 
Road you are fully two miles from Aylesbury before you turn down 
a grassy track on your left, and passing through some gates across a 
field come to a meadow where you can see the ruin in front of  you. 
You walk with much discomfort across this meadow, where there is no 
footpath, and then you come across the cart-track from the Bicester 
Road, and the ruin is here on your left.

Peter Harding
Aylesbury Vale u3a

The popular Medical Detection Dogs Fundraising event is back. 
We’re not the only ones who need a good day out after the 

last few months – our dogs need some fun too so why not come 
along to the canine extravaganza that is Dogs Day Out? Join staff  
and volunteers from the charity Medical Detection Dogs on Sunday 
5th September in Swanbourne, Buckinghamshire, for a great day out 
with plenty for visitors with four and two legs.

For the canine visitors, there are gun dog scurry events to compete 
in, a companion Dog Show with prizes and a variety of  have-a-go 
events such as an agility course.

For us humans, as well as the competitions and activities, there 
will be some great shopping opportunities with stalls offering dog 
products, a tombola, a raffle and much more

When you get peckish, there will be plenty of  local fare including a 
BBQ, fish and chips, vegan delights and ice cream, as well as the all-
important tea tent and beer stall.

Gates open at 10.30am and the event concludes with prize giving 
at 3.30pm. Entry is just £2 per adult (Under 16s are free but must be 

accompanied by an adult). There is plenty of  parking available,
Dogs Day Out is a fundraising event for Medical Detection Dogs 

with all proceeds going to the training of  dogs to save lives using their 
amazing sense of  smell.

The charity trains Bio Detection Dogs in its Milton Keynes training 
room to detect diseases such as cancers, Parkinson’s and COVID-19 
and Medical Alert Assistance Dogs to alert individuals with complex 
health conditions such as PoTS and Type 1 diabetes when they are 
about to have a medical emergency.

For more information www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk 
Keep up to date with exciting new additions to the programme on 

Facebook: Medical Detection Dogs and Twitter: @MedDetectDogs 

Aylesbury
in verse

Dogs Day Out 2021 set to 
get tails wagging

 01296 422123
Please call us or visit our showroom at: 

20 Bridgegate Business Park, Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, HP19 8XN

Answers to Tea Break Quiz on page 09

1. BMW,  2. 21,  3. Mary Quant,  4. Prosecutions,  5. The Rolling Stones,  6. Sandown,
7. DNA,  8. Harold Macmillan,  9. Her scarf – it got caught in a moving car wheel,
10. C S Lewis,  11. Austria,  12. in loco parentis,  13. Tonic water,  14. Mr Darcy, 15. Abseiling,  
16. Thanksgiving Day,  17. Remington,  18. Corgi,  19. The Booker Prize,  20. The Pope22 23



Queens Park
Arts Centre
Aylesbury’s Queens Park Arts Centre 

reopened in May, with a programme of 
COVID-secure workshops, exhibitions and 
performances. QPAC had temporarily closed 
to the public in March 2020, and though on-
site activities were significantly affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centre and its 
volunteers have maintained a busy profile of  
transformative projects over the covid period.

The Centre’s ‘Live Creatively’ campaign 
launched within days of  the centre closing 
its doors. In the months that followed the 
Queens Park website and social media 
channels became a hub of  creative activity, 
as artists and makers shared hundreds of  
photos, videos and messages about the 
imaginative projects they were embarking 
upon during lockdown. The campaign was 
followed by an extensive roster of  more than 
fifty digital workshops, offering students of  
all ages a chance to try pottery, painting, 
crochet, and creative writing. 

The Centre’s in-house production 
company, Unbound Theatre, has been prolific 
throughout the pandemic, producing a wide 
variety of  free audio and video projects; 
including a feature film, a web series, 
audiobooks, comedy sketches, short films, 
and interactive games – all written, recorded 
and edited by a sixty-strong team 
of  volunteers working from home.

In September 2020 Queens Park was able 
to reopen, transforming its studio spaces 
to offer COVID-secure on-site workshops 
for the local community. More than forty 
ran each week, plus many workshops from 
resident company the Susan Diane School of  
Dance. Unbound continued on-site activities, 
recording audio projects in a studio set up in 
the Limelight Theatre, and broadcasting a 
24-hour live stream to raise funds for QPAC.

When regulations lead to another 
temporary closure in December 2020, the 
Centre continued its activities online, with 
more free audio-visual content and a special 
digital festival of  online classes celebrating 
‘Women in the Arts’. 

When the Centre reopened to the public 
in May 2021 its suite of  studio spaces was 
once again busy with COVID-secure classes, 
whilst the Limelight Theatre reopened with 
a brand-new one-act sell-out play titled 
‘Funny Voices’. This was one of  the first live 
performance to be staged in the UK

All activities are on sale now via the 
Centre’s newly-updated website and box 
office system. All are welcome to attend any 
of  our activities and we would like to extend 
a special welcome to residents of  Watermead. 
Visit www.queensparkarts.com for more 
details. 

QPAC would like to thank all of  the 

staff, volunteers, board members, tutors, 
students and audiences who’ve supported 
the Centre through the pandemic, as well 
as the Rothschild Foundation, The Arts 
Council, the Cultural Recovery Fund and 
Buckinghamshire Council for their generous 
support through grant opportunities.

Peter Cooper -Chairman

Did you know that in the United States of 

America they have state fossils? 

Official State Fossil of  Alabama
Fossil: Primitive Whale (Basilosaurus cetoides)
Age: Eocene
Designated in: 1984

Basilosaurus is the official state fossil of  
Alabama. Sometimes called “King Lizard.” In 
the early days, Basilosaurus was classified as 
a reptile but today we classify it as a whale. 
The Basilosaurus grew between 60 to 70 feet 
long. Almost everything we know about the 
Basilosaurus is based on the fossils which have 
been found in Alabama. Interestingly, the first 
Basilosaurus was found in Louisiana. In the 
Eighteenth Century, Basilosaurus fossils were 
often used as furniture or foundation posts 
under homes. Basilosaurus also happens to be 
the state fossil of  Mississippi.
See more at www.dino-kidz.com/us-state-fossils-

and-dinosaurs

USA 
state fossils

Well, that was a mixed bag of a summer wasn’t it! We 
had good weather and bad weather! Some people 

went on holiday abroad, some stayed home, some went on 
a staycation. Some people have chosen to wear masks, some 
people haven’t. Some people have chosen to get vaccinated, 
some haven’t. We have all made different decisions this 
summer for a variety of  reasons - some will annoy and upset 
others and some won’t. I have seen that there is a danger, 
especially after the divisiveness of  Brexit, that we will become 
a divided nation once again but this time it can become more 
divided than before.

I come from a Church that started off  as a single church 
a few weeks after Jesus died and was resurrected. There are 
now over 40,000 denominations across the world, all of  them 
believing something slightly different to each other, some of  
which cannot agree at all on what they believe even though 
it is from the same Bible. A fractured Church is not good and 
a fractured society can be argued to be worse. Society like 
the Church needs to find common ground and reconciliation, 
understanding that we will always see things differently but 
ultimately we are stronger together

Many blessings, Revd. Dan Beesley, Interim Priest-in-Charge of  
Bierton and Hulcott www.stjamesbiertonandhulcott.com, 
Christian YouTuber @ bit.ly/2I43bpi

Our local Vicar

To register your interest in helping on the day, 
please contact the Parish Clerk

01296 395211   

Volunteer Information –
Managing Watermead’s Wild Side

Vale Countryside Volunteers is a working party set up to care for and protect the 
wildlife and countryside of Aylesbury Vale. We are pleased to announce that this 

organization has agreed to have another working day at Watermead. They will 
bring tools and a core of skilled members but we also need some local 

volunteers to help them. 

Watermead Wilderness
Working Group Day

9:45am-15:00pm 

Wednesday 15th September 2021

WATERMEAD 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
2021
Thursday 11th November
at 10.45am
Join members of our community to remember the fallen from all 
conflicts, from all countries. Meet at the Memorial Garden to observe 
the two minutes’ silence together in quiet contemplation.

If you need any assistance with mobility issues or need to drive on 
to the field we will be pleased to help. Contact Noreen Shardlow 
01296 395211 or email noreen.shardlow@watermead-pc.gov.uk

Keep valuable property in a safe place, 
keep an inventory with photos and list items 
including make, model, description and value.

Don’t put your items on display. 

Make sure your home is secure and 
check your insurance.

thamesvpthamesvpthamesvalley.police.uk
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T: 07980 684919
E: andy@avocetdecorating.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior & exterior work

ANDY DALE
Painter & Decorator

The Handbook “Guide to Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia 
Diagnosis” by Watermead resident Solo Awadzi, is available 

on Amazon in both paperback and e-book (Kindle) formats with 
a fraction of the proceeds going towards Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Dementia Research. This handbook provides a pathway to the 
establishment of  a proper dementia diagnosis and creates awareness 
that there is help there for dementia sufferers. This is to guide those 
carers, family members and friends who do not know how and where 
to make referrals.

Anecdotally and unbelievably, in the 21st century most people do 
not talk about dementia (memory decline) or mental illness. It sounds 
like a forbidden topic in our modern-day society. Trying to eradicate 
the stigma of  these two conditions is like getting blood out of  a stone. 
Therefore, referral to a professional person is always difficult to do. To 
make life easier for those who find it hard to talk about these issues, 
this handbook (particularly for Alzheimer’s disease and dementia 
sufferers) is meant to provide a pathway to help and make appropriate 
referral with the idea of  getting an accurate diagnosis. 

Nearly 2 in 3 people are worried about dementia (Alzheimer’s 
Society, May 2012). 850,000 people in the UK have dementia, and 
24.5 million individuals in the UK have a close friend or family 
member with dementia (Alzheimer’s Research UK 2015). This 
handbook is aimed at everyone and anyone in this difficult situation; 
carers, relatives, families, and friends of  those who are new and not 
familiar with the healthcare system in this country, and for ethnic 
minority groups. 

If  this handbook falls into the hands of  anyone from another 

country apart from the UK, then they could use it to improve their 
“care of  older people” and healthcare information system. A world-
wide dissemination of  this handbook would be useful, as it could be 
used as a model of  care!!! 

I have narrated from my own personal experience based on the 
model from my last place of  work, which was in West London Mental 
Health Trust – Cognitive Impairment Disorder (CID) and outlined 
what we did from the time a patient was referred to the dementia 
team till the time the patient was given an appropriate diagnosis of  
Dementia or Mild Cognitive Disorder. This normally took nine weeks. 
I am not going into the details of  types of  dementia. This is a highly 
specialised and intricate subject. 

The next few pages highlighted the step-
by-step guidance from referral to diagnosis, 
treatment, and management stages. At 
the end of  this handbook, I have provided 
addresses and contact details of  some 
useful organisations which may give advice 
to older people and their carers when 
approached. Hope this is helpful and useful 
to all readers!!”
 
Solo Awadzi

I was contacted by Community Impact Bucks recently to say 
that they were relaunching the Pub Lunch Club in September 

so I contacted Kelvin at the Watermead Inn who was happy to 
oblige. So our next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th September 
at 12:30pm at the Watermead Inn. The Club is aimed at anyone 
within the community especially those who may have been missing 
out on regular social contact. We now have a mixed group of  about 
50 members of  different ages and everyone appears to enjoy the food 
and the company.

Kelvin provides us with a varied menu with a choice of  3 main 
courses, including one vegetarian, and a choice of  delicious desserts 
costing just £10 per person.

If  you would like to join us, the Pub Lunch Club will be on 8th 
September and then on the 1st Wednesday of  the month from 
October at 12:30pm at the Watermead Inn. If  you know someone who 
might benefit from getting out and about a bit more, then please do 
get in touch. All you have to do is book at least a week in advance by 
calling Mary Singleton on 07986 582903 or text her on that number 
providing your email address and she will provide you with all the 
information you need.

This is a Community Impact Bucks initiative and bookings can only 
be made through the local organizer whose contact details are given 
above.
 
Cllr Mary Singleton

Helping carers and families of  
people with dementia 

Relaunch of  
Watermead Pub 
Lunch Club

MYLES GREEN
Exterior & Interior Painter & Decorator

free estimates, no vat, over 30 years experience

Watermead Resident
01296 330539  /  07976 257323

 

Local Reliable Professional  
General Property Repairs & Maintenance 

Full House Refurbishments 

Rental Property Refurbishments 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Flatpack Furniture Assembly 

Fencing, Turfing, Hedge & Grass Cutting 

Plumbing 

White Goods Installation 

General Handyman & Odd Jobs 

 
Inside & Out, Domestic and Commercial Properties  

Landlord and Tenant Works 

Fully Insured & Licenced Waste Carrier 

Contact Andrew: 

07496-255266 
homefixandfit@gmail.co.uk 
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I hear that lockdown is over. I am 
not sure what it is but it seems 

to have made humans very boring. 
They haven’t been anywhere, they 
haven’t seen many people and now 
they seem to have gone completely 
mad – out and about all the time, 
often leaving me at home to look 
after the house, returning with tales 
of interesting houses they’ve visited, 
outdoor events they’ve been to and 
so on. I’m very sorry the County Show has 
been cancelled again - it’s my number one 
favourite day out. I was going to Thame 
Country Show but it was too hot so I had to 
stay home. Very sadly, my humans found a 
‘cooler coat’ at the Show which they bought 
– the ignominy! I have to wear this blue 
garment, something like a chamois, but it’s 
soaking wet. The blurb in the pack assured 
the humans that it would keep me cool (it 
does) and my fur wouldn’t be wet – well, it 
may not feel wet to them but it did to me. 
Seriously, it’s a really good idea, but please 
remember that our paws aren’t heat-proof. 
Don’t make us walk on pavements when it’s 
boiling hot. 

We are so lucky to live in such a 
beautiful place and I have enjoyed some 

incredibly interesting things to smell in the 
fields around us – much to the humans’ 
annoyance, apparently it takes far too long 
to move along. Well, it is my walk….! 

I’m also looking forward to meeting a new 
friend, Mitzie, who is a kitten belonging to 
my friend Dominic Schwab. My breeder had 
cats, so I absolutely love them. We have a 
lovely black and white cat that visits our 
garden every evening. It’s a great tease and 
jumps on to the shed roof  until I notice and 
then miaows and jumps on to the fence. I 
dash outside to talk to it, but it’s usually gone 
at first bark! Shame, I would enjoy a chat.

I helped John who has tidied up the area 
around the painted stones and he seemed 
pleased he’s going to set them in concrete so 
they’re kept forever. It’s a really good idea.

Sorry this isn’t very interesting, but I hope 
that over the next few months I’ll see more 
of  my doggie friends and have more to tell 
you next time. Keep well everyone, and 
please make sure you say hello if  you see me 
out and about.

See you soon, Love Sally x

Sally’s
Blog Take part in this year’s 

Watermead Photo 
Competition
Open to all Watermead Residents
Following on from our previous successful events we will be holding another 
Photo Competition this year. Entries will be welcomed from Watermead 
residents for all categories. Non-residents who come to enjoy the 
Watermead lakes and surroundings and their inhabitants may enter photos 
for the first two categories. 

You can submit up to 2 photos in each of  3 categories: 
• Beautiful Watermead - Landscapes & Wildlife 
• People & Events* 
• Open Category - shots of  anything you want

*Entries in the “People & Events” category can include photos taken before activities were 
restricted due to Covid-19. 

It is not necessary to have an expensive camera - some of  the winners 
in previous years have been photos taken with phones. Get shooting now 
and save some of  your best shots for the competition. 

The closing date for entries will be 13th September 2021 at 5pm. 
Entries are to be submitted in digital format to 
noreen.shardlow@watermead-pc.gov.uk indicating which category 
it is entered into.  

Your A4 prints will also be required to be delivered to 1 Pipit Gardens. 
Please affix a sticky label to the back with your name and contact 
phone number as well as the category.  

Your photo may be printed inside or on the front cover of  future issues of  
Village View parish magazine.

Exhibition date and judging will be on Saturday 18th September. Lockdown 
rules permitting we will again be holding a physical exhibition this year in the 
Village Hall, The Piazza.

Any questions should be addressed to ericrosewpc@aol.com.

 
 

approx 5cm x 3cm  
landscape 

 
 
 
 

approx 5cm x 6cm  
portrait 

 
approx 10cm x 3cm  

landscape 
is also available 

Wendover News  
 

please contact  
editor@wendover-news.co.uk 

 
advertisement templates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

approx 20cm x 12 cm landscape 

 
 
 
 
 
 

approx 10cm x 6cm landscape 

£185   

£50   

£18   

£36   

  £95 

 

Suppliers and installers of the highest quality 
 

Windows, Doors & 
Conservatories 

Tel: 01296 422842 
enquiries@premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

www.premwindowsanddoors.co.uk 

Visit our Showroom or contact us for a free no 
obligation quote: 

Junction Retail Park, 138 Cambridge Street, 
Aylesbury, HP20 1BB 

19 Bridgegate Business Park, 
Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury HP19 8XN
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Have fun during Halloween and 
Bonfire Night, but don’t be 

influenced by others into doing 
things that may seem minor at the 
time – your actions could have a massive 
impact on not only people inside their 
house, but on your life as well.

Police will be carrying out patrols in the 
evenings to make sure that people who are 
trick-or-treating are doing so in a friendly 
manner and not causing a nuisance.

For some people, this time of  the year 
can be a bother as your evenings are 
interrupted with people knocking on your 
doors for treats. Most of  these children or 
teenagers are just getting involved in the 
Halloween celebrations and will be friendly.
If  you feel unsafe:
•  Don’t open your door if  you’re unsure who 

is there. Use your spyhole, look out of  a 
window, and use your door chain if  you do 
decide to open your door.

•  Have a contact number of  a close relative 
or good neighbour to hand by your 
telephone, just in case you need to phone 
them. 

•  If  you are part of  a Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme, let your coordinator know that 
you will be on your own at Halloween. 
If  you are a coordinator, please identify 
people in your scheme that may be 
vulnerable and offer them reassurance.

Thames Valley Police will not tolerate 
any anti-social behaviour at any time of  
the year.

To report anti-social behaviour, call 101, 
the 24-hour Thames Valley Police non-
emergency number. If  you feel threatened, 
if  it’s an emergency, or if  a crime is in 
progress, call 999.

Further information at www.
thamesvalley.police.uk/seasonal-events-
halloween.

Halloween

Watermead wildlife
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A Poem about Bonfire 
Night and Fireworks

On Bonfire night,
Do what’s right,
Keep away from,
The fireworks bright.
 
Have a sparkler,
Write your name,
But wear a glove,
Or feel the flame.

Rockets on the ground,
Ready to go,
Don’t go too near,
Or they might blow.
 
So take more care,
Don’t let safety diminish,
You might get hurt,
Before it’s finished.

Anon
30 31

This pair of  Great Spotted Woodpecker visited my garden on Saturday
19th June. This is of  an adult male and a juvenile taken through glass.When 
I opened the window for a better shot the adult flew off  leaving the youngster 
enjoying a meal of  nuts.  Eric Rose

Teazel (or Teasel), There are a few 
of  these plants growing around the 
lakes. In the past when dry they were 
used in the woollen cloth industry 
to brush up the nap. This is still the 
case with traditional Scottish Tartan 
but sadly the teasels now have to 
be imported. The seeds are liked by 
birds especially Goldfinches.
Photo by Paul Brown.



Howse Electrical
Part P Approved Electrician

rewires
fuse board replacement
security lighting
fault finding
extra sockets and repairs
free quotation
and friendly advice

Reliable
Reasonable
Fully Insured

07878 235185
grahamhowse@hotmail.com
Watermead resident
for over 15 years

WE ARE OPEN!! 
 

 
 

 
Handmade, fairtrade, unique

Gifts for him, her, them, home and me!
Now stocking loose-leaf tea in earth-friendly

packaging

Use code WVV10% for 10% off first online order!

www.holycowhome.co.uk

6 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1RS - T 01296 640507

COVID-safe click & collect or Free Local Delivery

In both World Wars bombs and crashed aircraft were features of 
life in Buckinghamshire. Not all were because of enemy action, 

sometimes they were the result of friendly fire. Here are just a 
few of the incidents reported: During the First World War German 
bombs were dropped on Britain both from airships and aircraft. It is 
estimated that between one and two thousand people were killed; 
this is presumed to include those living by the coast who were shelled 
(shot at) as well as bombed.

The first bomb dropped on Britain was from a seaplane on 
Christmas Eve in1914.

In 2018, the Bucks Free Press reported that some people digging 
in a garden in High Wycombe came across two World War 1 bombs. 
The Royal Logistics Corps took them away after Xraying them. One 
was a dud.

On Sunday, 4th July 1940 a V1 rocket landed by a house in 
Chesham Bois.

In September 1940 two bombs fell on a man’s garden in Great 
Missenden. Cottages in the area were evacuated. One bomb did not 
explode but the other did putting the Missenden siren out of  action 
and one cottage was completely wrecked.

On 25th September 1940 bombs fell on allotments north of  the 
railway embankment in Great Missenden. Another on a field at the 
back of  the school. A horse was injured and had to be put down. 

A land mine hit Walton Street Aylesbury. Two Hundred houses 
were destroyed. 

On 27th September 6 bombs landed on Amersham Common. The 
target had been the railway line. They damaged a footpath and 
a sewer. 

AIRFIELDS in Bucks were mainly used for training airmen and 
mechanics. Only later in the war were they used to raid Germany. 

RAF Halton was opened in 1916 on land belonging to Lord 
Rothschild. He also allowed land on the rest of  the estate to be used 
by the army. In 1916, the Royal Flying Corps moved to Halton from 
Farnborough. It was accommodated in workshops built by prisoners 
of  war. It continued its training role during World War 2 and the 
Canadian Air Force trained there.

PLANE CRASHES The worst air crash in the 2nd World War in 
Bucks, happened in the afternoon of  7th August, 1943. A Wellington 
bomber took off  from Wing Airfield. Shortly afterwards the Captain 
decided to try to land at Little Horwood as the bombsight wasn’t 
working. He could not land because of  another plane on the runway. 
He made another attempt but lost control over Winslow. The plane 
hit several roofs before crashing into the Chandos Arms. Seventeen 
people and Wimpy, the cat, died. Sheila Mulls, a child at the time, lost 
her parents and sister and their house was completely destroyed.

On 24th March a Halifax bomber was shot down by British anti-
aircraft fire. It crashed at Lodge Farm.

In another event, a woman in Beaconsfield reported that she saw 
a man running for cover when she was in her kitchen. The cockpit of  
the enemy plane was sliding through the street. The crew’s machine 
gun was trained on her, but the crew were killed when the cockpit 
crashed.

FACTORIES IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE As elsewhere in the UK, 
many of  our factories were requisitioned during the war. Slough was 
part of  Bucks until the 1974 boundary reorganisation. One of  the 
factories on the trading estate, was High Duty Alloys Ltd. It produced 
a number of  specialised alloys including Hiduminium which had been 
developed by Rolls Royce. RAF planes had pistons made from it, so its 
supply was vital.

On 13th July, 1940 a large explosion rocked High Duty Alloys, 
killing at least three and injuring thirty others. No aircraft had been 
heard and, if  one had been flying too high for plane spotters to detect, 
it is almost impossible it could have hit a chosen target. Sabotage 

was ruled out and its cause has remained a mystery. The records of  
this event were released only recently because, if  it had been a bomb 
dropped from a plane, it would show a serious failure had occurred in 
our air intelligence system.

Gomme in High Wycombe made wings and struts for Tiger Moths. 
Hughenden Furniture made parts for Phillips and Poys of  Reading 
who in turn made aircraft.

Beaconsfield Film Studios was requisitioned in 1939 for Rotax to 
make aircraft magnetos.

These are just some of  the stories of  the hard work and heroism of  
people in Buckinghamshire during the wars. 

However the Bucks Civil Defence Committee revealed that 
between February and June1944 only six enemy bombs landed in 
Bucks, but seventy-two allied bombs were dropped in accidents and 
twenty-six allied aircraft crashed in the County.

Given the circumstances of  tiredness, injury, inexperienced pilots 
and many other things working against them, it is a story perhaps 
replicated through our country as well as that of  our enemies.

With regard to our losses in Buckinghamshire, it is comforting to 
know that there are many memorials dedicated to the bravery of  our 
people in wartime as they fought, both at home and abroad, to keep 
us free from tyranny.

Valerie Edwards

The Hiduminium alloys or RR alloys are a series of  high-strength, 
high-temperature aluminium alloys, developed for aircraft use by 
Rolls-Royce (“RR”) before World War II. They were manufactured and 
later developed by High Duty Alloys Ltd. The name Hi-Du-Minium is 
derived from that of  High Duty Aluminium Alloys.

The first of  these Hiduminium alloys was termed ‘R.R.50’. This 
alloy was first developed for motor-racing pistons, and was only later 
adopted for aircraft engine use. It was a development of  the earlier Y 
alloy, the first of  the nickel-containing light aluminium alloys. These 
alloys are one of  the three main groups of  high-strength aluminium 
alloys, the nickel-aluminium alloys having the advantage of  retaining 
strength at high temperatures, making them particularly useful for 
pistons.

The alloys were in limited use for aircraft by 1929, being used in 
the Rolls-Royce R engine that was successful in the Schneider Trophy 
seaplane races. They quickly spread to other manufacturers, in 1931 
being adopted by ABC for their Hornet engine. R.R.50 alloy was used 
for the crankcase, R.R.53 for the pistons.

Their first mass production use was in the Armstrong Siddeley 
Special saloon car of  1933. Armstrong Siddeley already having had 
experience of  the alloy, and financial investment in its manufacturer, 
from their aero engine business.

Advantages of  these alloys were recognised worldwide.When 576 
pistons in Hiduminium R.R.59 alloy were used for the Italian Marshal 
Balbo’s trans-Atlantic flight, High Duty Alloys used it in their own 
advertising. See more www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiduminium

Bomben Los! 

Hampden Veterinary Hospital
Watermead Branch Surgery

10-11 Lakeside, Watermead, HP19 0FX

01296 745 373
www.hampdenvets.co.uk              smallanimal@hampdenvets.co.uk

YYoouurr  llooccaall  BBrraanncchh  SSuurrggeerryy  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  oouurr  RRCCVVSS  
aaccccrreeddiitteedd  SSmmaallll  AAnniimmaall  HHoossppiittaall  

√ Highly Recommended − 98% of clients said they would recommend us
√ Pet Healthcare Plan – spread your costs over 12 months and save on all products and services.

√ Cat Friendly Clinic – At our recently refurbished Watermead branch
√ High Standards – we pride ourselves in being RCVS Accredited practice.

√ Our own client out of hours emergency service – at our hospital in Aylesbury.
√ 24 hr Care – as a Hospital we have vets and nurses onsite to care for your pets 24/7.

New House! New Vet!
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With the Summer holidays now 
in full swing, we have come to 

the end of another fantastic term at 
Footsteps Watermead. Our dedicated 
team have been filled with a mix of 
happy and sad tears as many of our 
children move onto pastures new. 
We are so proud of  all they have achieved 
and know that we are sending them off  to 
their Big schools with all the skills they need 
to thrive on their new adventures.

We had an amazing last few weeks as the 
sun came to join in the fun! We went out for 
walks around the lake, looked at information 
signs and spotted lots of  wildlife. We have 
really been enjoying our Spanish lessons 
and we hope that some of  our children may 
even get to practice on their holidays. We 
have celebrated our fantastic England team 
and all you can do and achieve when you 
work together as a team. We have celebrated 
Birthdays and looked at topics on transport, 
beaches and holidays. We have run, jumped, 
played, climbed, laughed, sang, painted, 
cut, calculated, marked, stuck, hugged and 
learnt. We ended a fantastic term with our 
very special graduation ceremony.  We were 
thrilled to be joined by parents who were able 
to share this very special day with us and 
celebrate our fabulous children. 

We are now looking forward to getting 
to know all the new faces joining us in 
September.  Summer may be on for the 
children, but we are already busy planning 

crafts, messy play, role play and Forest 
School sessions to support our learning as 
well as topics such as all about me, people 
who help us Halloween, Fireworks, Diwali, 
Hanukkah and Christmas. Our veggie patches 
have been blooming with pumpkins, carrots, 
potatoes and tomatoes this term and we can’t 
wait to harvest when we come back too.
To find out about what else we get up 
to why not follow us on Facebook at @
footstepswatermead or visit us at www.
footsteps-nursery.com/watermead
.

FOOTSTEPS WATERMEAD
End of another year

Front gardens 
of  Watermead
This year the judging of the best front garden took place on 

the same day as the Open Gardens event in aid of Florence 
Nightingale Hospice Charity. This gave us the opportunity to speak 
to some of  the garden owners and understand more about the time, 
passion and funds (!) some residents put into their gardens, seen or 
unseen, tucked away behind their houses. 

At the end of  the day we had managed to get an insight into the 
different types of  hydrangeas, hedges, roses, climbers and stone seats 
and grass. 

Peter Dean explained how much work goes into maintaining 
the perfect hedge (which he has developed gradually over the past 
twenty years) including how many angles of  cutting this necessitates.  
We had to admit that both his front and back garden were close to 
perfection, however both he and his wife Linda work tirelessly almost 
every day to maintain that standard. 

Our prize this year for the best front (and side) garden goes to Mia 
at Curlew Court. This is not your average standard garden - it is not 
symmetrical or organised in any way, however  the variety of  plants 
exceeds any expectation. Mia has put a lot of  thought and hard work 
into her gardens, both front and back, and ensured that there is a 
display of  colour all year round. Just like in Peter’s case, some of  the 
plants were imported and had to be acclimatised. We were impressed 
with the idea of  an olive tree growing just underneath the kitchen 
window. 

This year we were inundated with nominations and suggestions, 
and we thought that every garden nominated deserves a mention in 
the magazine. 

The runners-up this year are: 7 Nuthatch and 9 Osprey Walk
Unofficial winner: 19 Curlew: We managed to “steal” the photo in 
July, when the garden was at its peak. We thought it was the most 
vibrant of  all, with the best hanging basket, too. 

We have also received nominations for: 51 Lark Vale, 83 Lark Vale, 
46 Lark Vale, 18 Brambling, 11 Osprey Walk, Gill Butler at 
77 Lark Vale and Maria Gessner’s garden at 18 Guillemot Court. 
The garden at 22 Guillemot Court received 3 separate nominations.  
Congratulations! 

Special thanks to Mary Singleton and Ronnie for carefully visiting 
and minutely considering all gardens around the village. Their 
favourites were 57 Kestrel Way (very lovely pots), 12 Ayleswater, 
14 Ayleswater, 19 Waterlily, 21 Waterlily (pretty courtyard type), 
3 Fayrefields (lovely lilies by front door), 4 Fayrefields (traditional 
bedding plants).

We look forward to next year’s competition, when we will attempt 
to tie in the photographic competition and invite all budding and 
more experience photographers to submit front garden photographs 
all year round. 

Congratulations, everyone!  Cllr Irina Schwab

Mia’s Garden at Curlew Court 7 Nuthatch Peter and Linda’s front garden

19 Curlew 9 Osprey Walk A glimpse of  one side of  Mia’s back garden

Runner Up

Runner Up

Winner 

Unofficial Winner
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“ From the moment Mum 
went there for respite, we 
knew it was the only place 
we wanted her to be. The 
staff are amazing, I’ve never 
seen anything but genuine 
care and compassion..”
Daughter of Buckingham Lodge Resident 
Review published July 2020

We’d like to thank all of our staff for their tireless work in 
these unprecedented times, ensuring that the lives of 
our residents remain active and fulfilled. 

We’d also like to thank our residents and relatives at our 
Buckingham Lodge care home  for their kind words and 
continued support.

You are the heart of our homes 

Buckingham Lodge care home
Culpepper Close, Aylesbury HP19 9DU 
020 381 11843

www.buckinghamlodge.org.uk

9.6

Proudly  
not-for-profit

Buckingham Lodge  
review score*

carehome.co.uk

* carehome.co.uk review scores are based on independent reviews with a maximum score of 10. Review quoted and rating 
correct as of 03/02/2021.


